
The Nature of Christian Faith  Sunday, November 28, 2004 
 
Introduction 
 We have been looking at the content of our evangelistic and apologetic pres-
entation. Remember that we said there are four key items: 

1) God   2) Sin  3) Christ   4) Faith 
It is the last of these that we wish to examine further in these notes. 

 
Some Initial Definitions of Biblical Faith 

1. To believe. For example, Gen. 15:6: “[Abraham] believed in the Lord.” 
Rom. 1:17: “The just shall live by faith.” John 6:28-29: “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.” These NT verses 
use the verb �� �� �� � �  (pisteuw) and words derived from it. 

2. To trust or lean upon, to take refuge in. Psalm 22:5: “They trusted in 
You, and were not ashamed.” 37:3, 5: Trust in the LORD, and do 
good…Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall 
bring it to pass.” 7:1 “O LORD my God, in Your I put my trust; Save me 
from all those who persecute me.”  

3. Hebrews 11:1: “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.”  

4. Saving faith is the knowledge of, assent to, and unreserved trust in Christ 
and His accomplished redemption as revealed in the Scriptures. 

 
Connection between OT Fear and NT Faith 
 It is not often noticed that the “fear of God” in the OT is similar to NT “ faith 
in God.” Notice some examples:  

1. Note that God is referred to as the “fear” of Israel. Gen. 31:42, 53. 
2. Job feared God. Job 1:1. This agreed with his upright character. 
3. Believing-type people are called those who “fear God” in Psalm 66:16. 
4. Eccl. 12:13 sums up the message of the preacher with “Fear God.”  
5. Note that fear and faith are juxtaposed. 2 Chron. 19:9, Neh. 7:2. 
6. Compare Gen. 22:12 with Heb. 11:17 regarding Abraham. See also 

Gen. 42:18 with Heb. 11:22 regarding Joseph. 
7. The fear of God is found in some commands in the NT: 2 Cor. 7:1, Eph. 

5:21, 1 Peter 2:17. It is a description of Cornelius and others in Acts 
10:2, 13:16. 

8. Notice the connection between the fear of God and wisdom in the wis-
dom literature (Job. 28:28; Psalm 34:11, 111:10; Proverbs 1:7, 1:29, 
2:5, 8:13, 9:10, 15:33, 19:23). 

 An important application: the nature of Christian faith is not a flippant, “easy 
believism,” but is rather a whole -hearted, reverential response to God. In it, the 
person recognizes the difference between himself and God and takes it to heart. 
 
The Essence of Christianity 

1. Christians are called believers: Acts 5:14, 1 Tim. 4:12. 
2. Faith is necessary to please God. Heb. 11:6. 

 
Elements of Saving Faith 

1. Knowledge. 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rom. 10:17. Negatively, we have the de-
mons who know things but are not saved (James 2:19) and Agrippa 

(Acts 26:26-28).  
 God wants us to know/believe certain things, like the fact of creation 
(Heb. 11:3); the existence and attributes of God (Heb. 11:6); that Christ 
was sent by the Father (John 11:42, 16:30, 17:21); that Christ is inte-
grally related to the Father (John 10:38, 14:11); that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God (Matt. 16:16, John 11:27, 13:19, 20:31, Acts 8:37, 1 
John 5:1); the death and resurrection of Christ (1 Thess. 4:14, Rom. 
10:9); our future life with Christ (Rom. 6:8); that salvation comes 
through grace (Acts 15:11). 

2. Assent. This has to do with the connection made in the person’s mind 
between the knowledge and himself, i.e., the significance of that knowl-
edge for his own need. Matt. 13:23 indicates this kind of faith, where 
there is understanding and receptivity in the heart. 

3. Willing trust. This involves an act of the will, a decision to submit to 
Christ and totally rely upon him for one’s salvation. Verses like John 
3:19 suggest believing “into” Christ have this volitional or trust idea a t-
tached to them. Paul in 2 Tim. 1:12 says that he has entrusted his salva-
tion to Christ. The idea of faith as an obedient kind of faith comes in 
here. John 3:36 says, literally, “He who believes in the Son has everlast-
ing life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life.” Obed ience 
and belief are synonymous in this sense. We see the idea of obedience in 
Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5, 6:17, 10:16, 15:18, 16:19; 1 Peter 1:22. It is not 
just obeying the command to believe the gospel (Acts 17:30) that we are 
talking about here; there is a fundamental shift from one’s self -
autonomous, self-help, self-righteous mentality to one of dependence, 
submission, etc.1 
 Note that disobedience in this sense is the same as disbelief. Besides 
John 3:36, we have Acts 14:2; Rom. 10:21, 11:30-31, 15:31, 2 Thess. 
1:8, 1 Peter 4:17. 

 
Object of True Faith 

1. The Word of God…(John 17:20; Rom. 10:17; 1 Thess. 2:13; 1 John 
5:10) 

2. …and its record of the historical facts of the gospel…(John 20:30-31; 1 
Cor. 15:3-4) 

3. …culminating in faith in Christ Himself and God the Father (John 5:24, 
12:44; Acts 16:31). 

 
Origin of True Faith 
 We do not generate faith from what we see with our own eyes (1 Peter 1:8; 2 
Cor. 5:7) or investigate with our own minds (1 Cor. 1:21, 2:4-5). 
 Rather, faith is ultimately a gift from God (1 Cor. 12:3; Eph. 2:8-9; Php. 
1:29; 2 Peter 1:3) through the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:22; 2 Thess. 2:13-14). 
 
        MAP (with thanks to Dr. Rolland McCune) 
                                                           
1 This is not to say that a new believer is “submitted in every area of life,” as in “presto -change-o,”  
totally sanctified. However, he has a fundamentally new mindset about him. We may ask a question 
that clarifies: “How much can one hold back and still be said to be exercising Chri stian faith?” The 
idea is that in Christian faith, though one may not understand everything, his attitude is one of holding 
back nothing. 


