
Defending Your Faith – Biblically Introduction to Christian Apologetics 
 
What We Will Cover (Lord Willing) 
 
 No promises that we’ll cover this all in the following order, but we’ll at least 
touch on all of these items during the semester. 
 

1. Definition of apologetics relationship of apologetics to evangelism. 
2. The proper foundation of apologetics. 
3. The purposes of apologetics. 
4. Some basic principles that guide our defense of the faith. 
5. Prerequisites and manner of good apologetics (1 Peter 3:15a). 
6. Christian presuppositions. 
7. The charge of circular reasoning. 
8. Proofs for the existence of God, the so-called “transcendental” argument 

for the existence of God. 
9. The foundations or presuppositions of the unbeliever and the “point of 

contact” with him in the apologetic/evangelism effort. 
10. Proper method of apologetics. 
11. Comparison of apologetic systems. 
12. The proper use of evidences. 
13. Key Biblical texts in apologetics, including Prov. 1:7, 26:4-5; Matt. 

7:24-27; Acts 17; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 1:20; 2 Cor. 10:5; Col. 2:3, 2:8; 
1 Tim. 6:20-21; 2 Tim. 2:25; 1 Peter 3:15-16. 

14. Practical application of the Biblical approach in various scenarios such 
as atheism, the problem of evil, etc. 

 
Definition of Apologetics and Relationship of Apologetics to Evangelism 
 
 Christian apologetics is the vindication, justification, or defense of the 
Christian philosophy of life against various non-Christian philosophies of life. 
 The Greek source for the English word apologetics is apologia ( �� � � �� �� �). 
It is used by Paul several times to indicate his defense of his conversion or  other 
situations that need it (Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Cor. 9:3; 2 Tim. 4:16). More to the 
point of these notes are the uses indicating the defense of the gospel message in 
more general terms (Php 1:7, 17; 1 Peter 3:15). 
 Evangelism is more concerned with the proclamation of the truth of the gos-
pel (the what). Apologetics is more concerned with the justification or defense of 
the truth claims of Christianity (the why). 
 As such, we cannot say that they are exactly the same task. However, we 
cannot separate them either, for in defending the faith, we must declare it; and in 
declaring the faith, we must defend it. 
 Apologetics and evangelism are also related in the sense that both are tasks in 
which all believers must engage, to some extent. Neither is a job for “professio n-
als” only. (It is not correct to object on the basis of Matt. 10:19.)  
 Finally, evangelism is strengthened by proper apologetics, and apologetics 
strengthens the believer’s faith as well (defending Christianity to you rself). 
 
The Proper Foundation of Apologetics 
 

 Matthew 7:24-27 teaches us that the foundation for life, including apologet-
ics, is the Word of Christ. It is the Divine revelation that gives us all that we have 
as Christians. Nothing founded on that rock can be moved (“and it did not fall”).  
 Using anything else, particularly in this case, the opposite of heeding Christ’s 
Word, will be, in the end, disastrous (“and great was its fall”).  
 This foundation is the inspired, inerrant, enlightening Word of God (2 Tim. 
3:16-17; Psalm 119:105). 

The Bible is also one of the things that we defend in apologetics. But note 
that we don’t build a foundation of human reason underneath the Bible to attempt 
to support it. Human reason cannot sustain such a load. We must, in apologetics, 
bow to the Bible in its method of defending the faith if we want to do it right. 
 
The Purposes of Apologetics 
 

1. To answer particular objections such as alleged contradictions in the Bi-
ble, higher criticism of the Bible, harmonization science to the Bible. 

2. To give justification for the foundations of Christianity, such as the exis-
tence of God, revelation, epistemology. 

3. To defend Christianity and challenge non-Christian thought systems. 
a. Showing inconsistencies in those systems. 
b. Challenging assumptions of those systems. 
c. Showing those systems have no moral right to exist. 
d. Demonstrating those systems cannot account for true knowl-

edge. 
e. Making it clear those systems are opposed to Christianity. 
f. Show that adherents of those systems are “fools” in the Biblica l 

sense of the term: they think they are autonomous, they don’t 
take God into account. 

4. Persuade men of the truth. 
 
Some Basic Principles 
 

1. It is impossible to be totally objective, neutral, or presupposition-less. 
a. If you claimed to be neutral, this itself would indicate you hold 

a pre-supposition, namely that “It is possible to be neutral.” 
This presupposition is open to question, obviously. 

b. If you claim that there are no absolutes, this in itself is a pre-
supposition, and the question must be asked, “Isn’t t he state-
ment ‘There are no absolutes’ itself an absolute statement?”  

2. Everyone has presuppositions (the flip side of the above). 
a. In philosophical terms, these presuppositions are called “pro p-

erly basic beliefs.” They are beliefs beyond which there is no 
appeal to some other more basic belief in support of it. 

b. If you are witnessing to someone, it is helpful to think in terms 
of “What are this person’s presuppositions?”  

3. It is not only impossible to be neutral, it is also deceptive and immoral to 
try to be neutral. 

a. So what do you do? Frankly admit that you are a Christian, and 
that you look at things from a Christian theistic perspective. 
Don’t be ashamed about it!        MAP 


