
Defending Your Faith – Biblically Prerequisites to Christian Apologetics 
 
1 Peter 3:15 Diagram 
 
But  sanctify [set apart]  the Lord God  

in your hearts,  
and  always be ready to give  a defense [apologia, �� � � �� �� �] 

[where] to everyone who asks you  
a reason for the hope that is in you,  

[how] with meekness and fear. 
 
Outline 
 
1. The first prerequisite of defending the faith is to set the Lord God apart in your 
heart. 
 This indicates that the Christian is walking properly with the Lord. He is not 
flippant in His Christian life. We are to set the Lord in a high and hallowed place 
in our hearts. We are to properly acknowledge Him at the center of our life (the 
heart is the center of our life, see Prov. 4:23) so that all the other things will fall 
into their proper order. 

A consistent walk with the Lord is an important prerequisite to proper evan-
gelism and defense of the faith. Consider the tele-evangelists or others who have 
lived a shameful life. Does their witness amount to much? 
 
2. The second prerequisite of defending the faith is to be prepared. 
 This means that we must give diligent effort to the study of our faith and the 
reasons we have for it in order to be able to give a proper defense. Have you put 
as much effort on this as, say, a 4-credit class at the University? Why are you a 
Christian, anyway? How do you become one? 
 Notice that the concern of the verse is not so much the hope, but the reason 
for the hope. Recall our definition of apologetics: there is some distinction be-
tween the evangelistic and the apologetic aspects of the presentation to an unbe-
liever. 
 By the way, this applies to everyone. No matter who that person is, there are 
reasons for the hope that we have. We can defend Christianity successfully. 
 
3. The third prerequisite of defending the faith is to learn how to give the defense 
with meekness and fear. 

a. Both of these words indicate the manner in which the defense is given. For 
some, it can be easy to become combative or harsh in their approach. 

b. Meekness indicates the gentleness and humility of spirit with which we 
carry ourselves in conversation with unbelievers. 2 Tim. 2:25 says that 
the servant of the Lord must “in humility correct those who are in oppo-
sition…” This does not mean waffling or being indirect to be somehow 
nice to the person. It is a disposition you hold while presenting the truth 
of Christianity in an unashamed way. 

c. Fear indicates reverence. This can be toward God, but in this context it can 
also mean reverencing the other person in a proper way. Don’t treat the 
person as an idiot but with respect. 

d. Consider also Col. 4:5-6, 2 Tim. 2:23-26, Titus 3:1-2.    MAP 


