. It i
use of the a:=n body, his whole point on spiritual
- gifts. They are given sovereignly by the Spirit
4w, 11). The provision of these gifts and their
exercise ds just like members of the human bedy.
- Each. one has dts rightful role and place of operas
¥ion. - It is ridiculous to claim that each member

st here that Paul illustrates, with the

pt is to be applied to spiritual gifts. Wherve
- ‘then is the place for all this talk about Yif you
. ‘have the daptism, then you . . . . .?" Such sort of
. ‘reasoning is utterly baseless. - It has no Scrip-
- tural foundatiom whatsoever! - . . .. :

- Special Note: We affirm that the baptism with the
irit is for the present Chuxch: (Bedy) Age only.

. & an instantaneous act of the Spirit for all
‘believers and is non-experiential. Like regenera-
tion, hewever, it is a fact! ‘There is no mention
of the doctrime in the 0.T. It -was. prophesied by

Johm the Baptist and fulfilled for the early church -
‘on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4; 11:16, 17).
_There ds no ground for ‘having ancther Pentecost,
“but there is ground for believing that the Spirit
. does baptize einners into the Body. There is mo
‘testimony to this ministry of the Spirit after the
‘translation (rapture) of the church (Body).

lonclusfon "Spiritval gifts" are like parts of a body.
nless a part is in the body, it is useless to talk
Wbout its funetion, Unless one is in the Body of Christ
wnd placedthere by a sovereign act of the Spirit, it
de hopeless to talk about gifts. The real issue ig—~
Mrve you bean baptized by the Spirit into the one Body?
3T so, when? This points to the hour -when you believed
on Christ as Lord. From that vantage, poiiit you may
tengider your profit to the total group in the matter

a body performs the function of the whole. Rather,
ere is an integrativé relationship.  The same con-

TI"2 BOOK OF FIRST CORINTHIAMS -
. "i-Baptism With The Spirit" -
o LlCor. 12:12-14 -

- Intro&uetionf:.rﬂ Lo

~1., (Qne capnot ‘sﬁéékfi‘af Wspiritual gifts" without

' first. spedking about the matter of the new bigths It
~will forever be t: |
' saved. persons only (L2:1-3). =

e true that’ "spiritualities” are for

t

2. Saved people are ministered toby ‘the Trinity
with respect to the distribution’ of spiritual gifts

(12:4-6).  In turn, the Spirit of God enables the

eliever to exhibit the :g"ifts"‘faqcord‘;i:.ng to His own

- sovereign will (12:7-1Lk). ,

3. If there is any point which Paul makes in
his teaching om spiritual gifts, it is this: there is
unity in diversity and diversity in unity. . This is

~true because gifts are to a believer like.parts are

to a human body. - The apostle supports this situation
by the following thoughts:~ ..

" The thrust of this verse is that there is

“unity in diversity. The human body is of common

~ knowledge to all.  There is harmony in the diver—

sity of that body. There is a basic unity which
none E’andeny. . ,:‘."_ ’ Gt e I ; : .

- " The present tense "hath'" shows that the unity
of the body is something which is ‘common and con~

- stant, but at the same moment maintaining the diver=-

sity through its members. Any statement concerning

- multiplicity of parts does not militate against the

- unity of the body. =~ o .

o - The startling statement made by Paul is that
- the unified bedy and the diverse parts taken to-

- gether aze teymed "the Christ®™. The origimal uses

‘the definite article before the noun '"christ".

- This showe that Christ as the Head of the church
-~ has a "body" composed of various members just like
-~ the human body. This is a fantastically deep

- theught and shows the erganic velationship betvieen

- 'believers and the Loxd! ™ 1

. T A COMPARISON : v“.él;2.:~irf»




. 6:l-4; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 8:27; Eph. 4:5;

AN IMMERSION v, 13...- .

How the facits of the previous verse may be sub-
stantiated is the force of this present text. The
apostle explains in three affirmations:-

a. Total identification. The aorist passive of
- the.verb: "baptize" notes.immediately that an his-
torical event is in:view. Furthermore; the sub~
ject of the verb receives the action and there is
not one solitary active movement by the. subject!
The .outside Agent' is the Holy Spirit! The ob-
- vious meaning is not to-ritual baptism with phy-
sical water, but to real: baptism by the Spirit of
. God, This means that the subject of the verb is
brought under the transforming influence of the
Holy Spirit. ‘This is Spirit baptism. But the
- phrase has:been abused and misinterpreted.
- Prophetically, the matter of Spirit baptism
is mentioned in several passages (Matt. 3:11; tark
1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16). In
each of these instances, Christ is the One who
is stated to "baptize with the Spirit" while the
Spirit is the Influence which characterizes the
baptism (the Acts’ passages do not mention Christ
....as the subject but 1:5 is prophetic and 11:16
refers back to Pentecost). All promises were
- fulfilled at Pentecost. .~ = . .. -
That "Spirit baptism" was a reality after
Pentecost indicates that it was not a single
event never to be repeated! = It means that He
is still operating in .this ministry (ef. Rom.

Col. 2:12).. In these. texts, the Agent of the

~ baptism is the Holy Spirit and the "Body of Christ"
is the receiving element. - The use of the pre-
position "in" (1 Cor. 12:13) emphatically marks the
direction in which the baptism:moves. ' It results

in 2 vital and all-changing relationship, namely,

union with the “Body of. Christ” (cf. Eph. 1:22,
,23).,TThiswis,true;churcbfmembership~and explains
‘the only way by which: one may join its . Succinctly

h_ﬂfStatéﬁngﬁi?it‘bap%ism=isytheasevereigngaet;@f
- the Holy Spirit whereby He places the believing

)

sinner into the Body of Christ which is the
- true Church of .God..” = R
- - b. Total inclusion. To show that Spirit baptism
~-..is the common ot of all believers, -Paul mentions
.._.that "Jews and Greeks, bond and free" are all
- invelved. This is an absolute miracle of God's
.- grace. ' Never before in the history of men was
it .done (Eph.: 3:1-12). Both the religious con-
.. ditions (Jews and Greeks) and:the social condi-
- tions'(bond and: free) are altered in the Body.

" The Spirit is the Means to accomplish this alter-
ation and the one Body is the result attained.

- The fantastic truth taught here is accented when
one congiders the distance which at that time
separated Jews and Gentiles, slaves and freemen.
Just a"little thought on this matter will begin

~ to measure the'power of the principle of union

- which by the: Spixit filled ‘the chasm represented!
- A1l glory to God alone!: - - = o
. .c. - Total participation.. The final phrase of the
.-verse includes another aorist passive to exliibit
the. fact that God works on the subjects (be-

. levers) who merely receive from HIM, There

- is no reasonable doibt that "all" participate in-
the Spirit. This indicates the precious doctrine
of the indwelling of the Spixit inm all believers
(Rom.:8:9). 'Hence, ‘the two related doctrines-—
baptism by the Spirit and liis indwelling--are the
common lot and experience of all members of the

- Mall" to support this believer-wide blessing.
There is:absolutely no foundation whatsoever “that
the indwelling of the Spirit or the baptism of

-+ the 'Spirit is restricted to a few special

Christians! Such a contention is entirely

unwarranted, ‘¢ o c ' B

DIVISION v, 14, " o o

.. Paul's insistance on unity does not teach the

doctrine of uniformity for believers. There is

diversity within the unity. FEven in the Gospels,
prior to Pentecost, our Lord taught that He did
not operate with stereotypes (cf. John 21:18-23),

Body. - Twice the original Greek uses the pronoun



