ere they are:- e

a, His relations. He is qualified to "sift"
(same verb as v. 14) the things of God. He
can examine and decide rightly because he has
the eyes of his heart enlightened. Christians
know by virtue of their personal relationship
with Christ., Men of intellectual gifts who
are ignorant of the things of God often talk
learncdly and patronizingly about things of
which they are grossly uninformed. Not so the
spiritual man--he is qualified. '

His resistance. Using the sAame verb as above,
Paul shows that the spiritual man does not sub-
‘mit to sifting himself! He is not subject to
scrutiny and sentences of others. Those who are
ignorant of the "thing of God" are in.no posi-
tion make:decisions of judgment about the
spiritual man,

His possessions, The quote in the final verse
oi this section is from Isaiah 40:13, Although
the formal words of "it is written" are ommitted,
the quotation is ample to show that the natural
man cannot judge the ways of God in creation and
government, so he is in no position te appreciate
the procedure of the spiritual man. Meanwhile,
“the spiritual man has the mind of God as to the
destination of man and the only means of realiz-
ing Glory (cf. 1:18, 21, 23).

C.

Conclusion The wisdom of God is bound up in the Personal
Work of Christ. The apostle Paul received this wisdom
and spoke it in words which came directly from the Spirit
‘of God. The natural man im his condition does not get

to know these matters. But the spiritual man does.

What do the "things of God" mean to you? This is one

way of finding out whether ycu are natural or spiri-
tual?  Amen.

S

_THE BOOK OF FIRST CORINTHIANS
"™en and Wisdom"
1 Corirnthians 2:13516

Introduction .

1. To know the "th;ngs of God™ requires the Spirit of
Ged (v. 12). There is absolutely no understandlng of
the things of God without divine help.

2. Another dramatic announcement which Paul enunciates
is that men respond differently to the truth of God. On
the basis of the ¥things of God" it is pOSSlble to mark
but clear distinctions amongst men.. -

3. Give careful and prayerful attention to the distinct

reactions of men to the thlnds of God'

1. THE APOSTOLIC wv. 13. '

The "we" of this verse is a feference to the apostle

Paul and those who took their stand with him. The

‘wisdom of the world is ‘gpntrasted with this group.

The "things of God" are related to these in three

ways:

a. It is spoken The Greek verb
lize here is one which gives
form of utterance and not to-
such. There are no esoteric doctrines suggested
here. If only some actually apprehended the
truth of God, it is rot due to reserve on the
part of the messengers of God for they speak!

. It is taught. The verbal adjective "taught" is
used here with the sense of a perfect participle,
hence words which have actually been lezrned.

The words of Paul and others in connection with
the "things of God™ are not derived rrom human
wisdom, but are learred by the movement of the
Spirit, Some deny the connection here with
verbal pleuary inspiration, but to others it is
a very strong argument indeed. ;The‘very words
rise from the Spirit,

t is compared. The verb used nprc deflnltely
means '"compare" in the only other New Testament
occurrence (2 Cor. 10:12). Other meanings,

Paul chose to uti-
attention to the
the substance as

i




: wh1ch is the second word in the verse.

‘is a qualitative adjective.

'eis.protrayed by this term.

How 1s this group marked?

however, are admissible such as "adapf,_w, in-
terpreting, corbiningy and jcoining," It is
not certain whether the word "spirituai' is
masculine or neuter since the form of both
is the same. It is probably best to take it
-as masculine and translate the entire phrase
"interpreting spiritual things to spiritual
men." Taken in this manner, rsal force is
given to the following verse. So Paul
argues that his expression of the *'things

of God" is the Spirit's wisdom and not of
the world. He shows that spiritial men are
the recipients of these items (cf, v. 6).

THE PYSCHIC v. 14,

Theve’ 1s a small particle in the orlglnal Greek
It is a
strong adversatlve. ‘It points out that there are
some whc do not react favourably to the "thlngs
of God. " They are called the psychlcal persons.

“This +erm is not related to our modern terms in

psyc301ogy, but is a reference to unregenerate
people,‘ In the original it is anarthrous. It
That which belongs
to nature, which is unchanged and unconverted

It imples that there
is an’absence of the breath of higher life which

‘puts moral beings in communication with God.

Some have concluded that the natural man does not

~ have a spirit, but this seems to be controverted
- elsewhere (1 Thess. 5:23),

The items mentioned

by Paul in that verse are those which are essen-
tials for the whole humen person (namelv, body,

scul, spirit), The spirit in the natural ma

is latent and inactive so long as the Spirit has

not awakened it to enter into union with HlmSLIf
Look'

a. It has no penetration, The "things of God" do

3.

" by investigation as.a Judge,
" that thls is what the Berean Chrlstlans did

not get welcomed intc the inner be;ng of thesn
men, What the child of God receives with joy
and ﬂdmlratlon the natural man conceives as
foolishness, - Tho premise for unuerstandllg ‘the
plan of God is foreign to this person.

It has no apprehension. This is actually a
stronger word than the previous one. It has re-

- ference to the condition of the natural man. In

order to acknowleége soneth1Qg, one must know it
and this is lacking. The natural man is closed
to the workings of the Spirit. The ingressive
aorist verb suggests that this person-did not get
to know the "things of God." His helpless condi-
tion calls for pity and not’ 1mpa"1eﬂce.v It is
truég, however, that such persons. usually possess
a paragon or wisdom and commlsserate the deluded
followers of the Loxd. o ,_r‘,x

It has nc analyization, The Verb "dlscerned" is
one which means to "sift" o as to get the truth
The Word teaches

(fcts i7:11), Paul and Luke are the only ones

who use this term in the NT and Paul only in

this 3ook of Corinthians. Since the natural man
does not recognize the facts, he cannot render a
decision., - It must be noted that the word "spiri-
tually" has nothing whatsoever to do with the
Alexandrian system of interpretation. According
to that scheme those who are spiritual are eapable
of distinguishing the profound (allegorical) sense
as distinct from the grammatical. True it is

that the Spirit alone will sift these items of
God. The benefits of the child of God are great
indeed while the misery of the uncoverted is
patent.

THE PNEUMATIC wv. 15, 16.

This is the term by which the "spiritual man'" is de-

signated.,

He is carefully marked by sevcral matters.



