. God will sanetify and make noble every external
- situvation. God has no other order - (military
- term for M"ordain") for the assemblies..

b« Diminuate your situation. vv, 18, ]9 21 22,
'~ The temptation to soft-peddle one's vqeatlon

- may arise from two sources, They are to be
_ v1gorously ignored:
. -+ 1) Religious. vv, 18, 19 Whether a man is

L _to his salvatlon (aorist verb) as
or Gentile matters not. He must not
to be changed. The verb "become un~
mcised" refers to a surgical operation
ce Jewishness. The exte nal sign is
g in the light of one's avowed pur=.
of the will of Ged. , '
L, vv. 21 22: A belle\,w may be saved

1s”effered hls freedom, he is urged to ,
accept it, but make: better use of his vOca~

tion @s a Chrlstlan‘ The reason is that
outward circumstances are completely altered
ois salvation (v, 22) O

'Cbnclu51on Marrlage has 1ts problemsc God has the
answers,  For those who are concerned with separation,
seek reconciliation, For those concerned with
divorce, seek the salvation of the unsaved spouse,

For those conecerned with difficult circumstancées, put
the Lioxrd first in all things. The ground reason for
all of these positions is given (v. 23). Believers
are purchased and must stop becoming (present impera-
tive of verb "to become") slaves to men. ‘No human
,1nf1uence is intended to supercede one's eall as a

er, - Only a life lived for the Lord will be the
1ssue at'the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Amen..

Introductlcn

THE BOOK. OF FIRST: CORINTHIANS
"Christian Marriage"
, 1:cor. 7:10-24

et

with

1. The problems of the flrst century are very much
like those believers face in ‘the world of the 20th
century.

2. The geographlcal 1ocat10n of Corlnth contrlbuted
to its sensitive place in the world. It was like any
modern large city, To "Corinthianize" was the same as .
reckless debauchery and vile 1mme“ality., ,

8, It is no wonder that when a man got saved in
this ¢esspool of 1n1qu1ty, he needed some answers to
prominent problems in-marriage. - Paul has already dealt

velibacy (7:1) and the conjugal relation (7:2-9).
Now he takes up some of the specific Broblem the «church
faced. Here are some of them:— ; .

1. ﬁDISTURBED MARRIAGES TV lO 1L, :
The "married” are those in that fixed- cond’
the original perfect tense shows. The apostle
not disclaim inspiration at this p01nt he merely
affirms that the Lord, the Supreme Authority had
already spoken in these matters and-tha law is
therefore already laid down {cf, Matt., 5:3L; 19:3-12;
Mark 10:9-12; Luke 16 18) Those_lnvolved here are
believers. T :
a. Injunctions, _ : S
1) For the wife. v. 10. The reflexive force of
the verb is inherent here, = The woman is
categorically not to depart from her husband

(cf. Mark 10:12).

2) For the husband, v, 11. Thetver "put away"
means to ''send. away or 1et go." It is assumed
he is the master of the house and may . take
-action against his wife.

b. Separation. v, 11, The third class condltlon
- points to a rare possibility, Should a woman's
situation be imtolerable, she may separate. But
if she does, there are two restrictions:
1) She must remain unmarried, .The verb "remain™




is present and means continuous action.

2) She must seek reconciliation.. The verb con-
hotes alienation and dissension. Before the
noun "husband" is a definite article signi-
fying personal interest and ownership. -The -
breakdown must be rebuilt if possible. o

NOTE: Separation is allowed for believers but with

clearly defined restrictions. This process is
not the ideal, but it may be necessary..

2. 'MIXED MARRIAGES vv. 12-16

.

The rest! refers to-a marriage in which cne mem-
ber is not born again., One spouse was saved

 during the marriage for ‘the binding of a believer:

.~ +6 an unbeliever is plainly prohibited (2 Cor..

' 6:14). Christ had not voiced Himself on this

" matter, so Paul ddes. His answer inclndes three
considerations:~ = : v ‘ -

a. Bhysical vv. 12, 13. The burden iies entirely
with the non believer. The Christian. spouse is

" forbidden to cast off the unbeliever in terms

- which are identical for the husband’and the wife..

The~verb‘“Sendﬁaway"'usedtforfthe-manw(v.;ll)fis

now used for both sexes here although translated

differently ("put away" and "leave' cf.. Matt
5:31), To be "pleased" means to be "jointly
pleased" or "pleased together with." When an
unbeliever takes this position, he states he:
would not annoy the believer in the discharge of"

“his Christian responsibilities, Cohabitation
is definitely the proper course! A

b. Spiritual v, 14. The perfect tense of the:

verb Vsanctified" being followed by the pre-

~ position "in" (not "by") marks the settled
sphere of influence into which the unbeliever
has come by virtue of the salvation of his
spouse. The same is true of the children.

The marriage, therefore, is legitimate-and is to
‘be maintained. There is nothing bere to suggest
that a spouse is saved without faith nor-a.
child”a,candidate.for‘baptism.‘~ e

e, Marital vv. 15, 16, Two considerations are

B
a8

offered here for the mixed marriage problem;
1) Concerning divorce. v. 15..A non believer .may
“desire to leave a Christian spouse. By the
present imperative, Paul makes this a matter
of no contest! If he contested it; slavery
would be the result and'the perfect tense
shows the fearful state-of this. The repudi-
ator is not to be repudiated! 4L
2) Concerning freedom. vv. 15c-16:- Despite the
action of the unbeliever, Paul urges the child
of God to prefer the maintenance. of the mar-
riage bond.. Two reasons are offered:. '
a) The settled condition of peace.into which.
a believer has been called (perfect tense).
His sphere is: peace and not disruption.
b) The considered possibility of salvation
for the unbelieving. spouse. :

NOTE: The prevailing thrust of the Word of God is

that marriage is for life,. It is: once.formed
with the expectation:of continuance: for life
or until: the Rapturel” :

DISTRESSED MARRIAGES ~vv. 17-24

Paul now deals with the marriage in-which one won-
ders what to do with His vocation as a Christian
whilst external circumstances seem to militate.
against a firm stand for Christ, The general
affirmation is: ignore the circumstances and. serve:
the Lord! This contenticn also supports the
believer in the two previous problems--make mar-
riage for a Christian something which is lifelong.
Here are his arguments:- ' :

a., Acceht your salvation (vocation). vv. 17, 20, 24,
That a man's lot is Fixed is clearly evident by
the use of the perfect tense of the verb "dis-
tributed."  God knows the part a man possesses.
But God has once and for all talled the believer
by His grace (also perfect tense), Within these -
gsecular and spiritual conditions, a believer is
to "walk around continuously' (present tense)
before God, That is, his eye is to be fixed
upon the Lord with the earnest confidence that




