THE EPYISTLE OF FIRST JOMN =

"The !_fss-zee of Séparation"
© Y Jobm 2:15-17
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gam:ieez well worth wndertaking, Em’mf*‘g :g 28 reanand Ly
o oasepts tn the ldea of moral “separation is

absolutely néessary for the born again Beltever; -

+2Z, ~Let it be stated in no veiled teims: the
very kernal of moral separation is discermable by
a eaveful reading of the Word of God, Make wo .
mistake about it—-you can know the yill of.Ged in -
this debated arena of truth. .~ '~ =

8 - Take timie In this st:uﬁ;t‘ 0 see’ the afgument
of the -aposife John amd you will ddscover that he

offers two items Witeh clarify the entire g¥tuationt

A genersl statement of the emtire idea of
separation is given by the apostle. "It ist

It is clear from a eurséty study
. of the Bible that the term used for
- "wordd® here is ong’which is.related
.40 the system vhich the Evil One, Satan,
rules, Read-Gal. l:4; Eph, 2:2., ete;,
Hem’ae, the erux of the matter lies with
ong's feelings and attitudes about a
systemﬁs‘ opposed €6 the ‘Lord and
- "Hig @ivine purpose for redeemed people!

b. Tgal fneither the ﬁhihgs that . are in
" Yes, this ig debated ‘and thousands

of worde abowt what the term éxterpolatad
Ythings" aetually means. -It is obvious
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and mneeds no.debate, Anythin which is in
associstion with the system opposed to the
Lord has no place with a redeemed lifel
. The widest possible appllcdtion is there~
fore determined for separationl

SUPPORTED vv. 15—-17

M!ei:l’;,er ohe accep'ts the verses jn this sec-—ﬂ :

tion -as amphﬁcatlons of verse-15 or not, it is
certaim:that here is a clear and definitive word
which all ‘ean’ understand and on which everyone
may lean for- operative principles.

. Affectionatelxa

- The key thought here is "love," By
f-'the us .of the verb, the apostle points
.to -a-descririnating love, Love controls
“onels relationship to the world and the
‘Father! To have the one is to exclude . -
the other, How then shall we try to es- .
tabl:nsh a niddle ground?!"" ' :

by Relativelx. T

Relatn.ve to three major areas of human
behaviour, God has laid down deflmte ine
struc'tions. Here t‘ley ares

) 1) That vhich absorbs the mind,. This

« . is what is meant by "lust of ih
. It is that- »ﬂuch breaks through the
limlta'clons and correct evaluation of

o 2) That vhich absorbs thée se
. “This is that vhich relates to- aesthe'tics.
“The world of art, cu"‘t:u:r:e9 fashlon,
ahd dress--all for thea.r om sake, .

3) That ‘which absorbs the abJ.llt:Les.
‘This is what :anludes* ‘'subtle arrogance
of knowledge; concelt of m.sdom, pride

e flesh.“ ‘

g

~ eternity,

of possession,.and vainglory of success,
Tt all relates to pretentious ostemta~
tion. How this cuts at the quick of self}

c. Temporally,

In a summary fashion, John notes that
these matters are related to time, Mark his
wordss- '

1) Ephemerality of the'world, To hold on to
something which is in process of passing out
of the picture is indeed folly, The present
tense of the verb shows this to-be true about
the world and everything classified with it
as "lust,"

2) Eternality of the Lord. The one who prac~ -
tices the will of God and separateg himself
unto the Lord has an extended and protracted
situation unto eternity! The prudence of
choosing the Lord is without any contradiction.

Co_nclusion

To the born again believer the issue is clear,
He has been saved from a system with which he is not
to be linkéd any further. This *s not a polemic,"but
a statement of explanation for those who really want
to know the blessed and sweet will of the Lord, For

"one who is not saved, let us-remark that here is the

answer which you have been looking fors what does
God do with a system vhich is entirely inconsistent
with His purposes? How does a person who gets saved
deal with it? Turn from your path of following some-
thing which only will end in transient horror,

Puruse with purpose that which extends 1tse1f unto
Anen,



