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1, Leve betveer bellcvers is one of the. distin-
guishing features of true Chrlstlamity, It is a -cCon~

trast to the aetichristian spirit. vhich. also denies

~ the mediatorial position of Christ,, ...

- 2. John kas been named the apostle of.love; -
Taree times he hits hard upen it in this epistles;
2:7-11 vhere it is a sign .of walking in the light;
3:10~18 vhere it is a sign of true-’righteousness
before God; here where it is a sign of the spirit 'of
truth} S : S TRV IR
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* 8" Three marvelcus étatements aremade abmut
love in this text, They merif the faithful and earnest
interest of all who love the Lord, =~ ... -« -

1. SOURCE OF LOVE~—GOD, v. 7. '
The blanket statement is.made. . /.
by dohn that love i5°of God, 7 [, \
That means God is the Soiixce ||
of* all love.: Whatever ‘love. a Lk
man has in him comes from )
God, be he saved or unsaved. P
In this. sense, God's grace T}~ 7T
1s seen in an unusual menner, 4 eop. i
The Greek preposition used . , PR

1 o
In a particular sense, kowever, when love is seen

- amongst believars’ 1t gives evidence of ‘two truths:
a. New birth.: The full sense of the 'perféct tense . |
here--has been begotten and still remains so! = =
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~not love simply never knew God .
- (timeless aorist tense!) What .

%

’ which His love is exhibited}

ters of this Epistle, =

b. New knovledge. ‘Tae.present- tense suggests
grovts in knowledge. : A loyal ckild must
increase ir the knowledge of his father,

ESSENCE OF LOVE-HGOD V. 8,

John avers that a man who does

an’ indictment, 'Not to know
love is not to have known’ God .
If love is not part of one's . .
being, let him not affirm his ;
relatlon to God’ s A

The reason for the- f1rm word
abont love and. kmowing God 'is * -
that God IS love. It is not
something which He possesses, -
but what He IS, It tokens

idea of self~communi.cation.
It is His 1nnermoot nature! -

N.B;- The monn love does not occur anywhere in the
New Testament as many times as in the last 2 chap-
The verb, is found more -
times in these two chapters than anyWhere else
save John’s Gospel. Truly, he is the apostle of
love, N L .

WORK CF LOVE~—GOD

Love is mot some doxrmant
sort of emtity: it is'a R
. SON

matter which ‘is seen and
known, The phrase "toward LIFE
us' should read "in us",

for this is the sphere.in,

The work moves in three .. .~ &9D'S .
directlons. R B . LOVE .-
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““His personality and bears the’ o
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a, Son,

The perfect tense of the verb accents the
permanent mission of our Lord (.f. aorist
in v, 10 vhere the simple fact of His
mission is stated).

b, Life,

This is where God's love is so congpicuous
and so unique, We should have died had it
not been for Him, Abundant life is ours

through HIM! -

c. Sins,

Love is seen in its full perfection in His
love to us-~through sending Christ to us.
This is Divine love! But His love'is also
disinterested--not love in return for love.
It is entirely spontaneous! Christ.is the
satisfaction to God for our sins. Amen!

Conclusion: What are the reasons for loving another
believer in Christ, or for that matter, anyone? They
are three, at least: 1. Since we are horn again
and know God, we draw our flow of love from Him,

2. God Himself is love,
His Being,

Being His children, we share

3. God's love has been manifested in a transcendent

way. It behooves us to take stock of this' ‘perfect |
example of Divine love! The appeal is to believers

for the section begins with "beloved” (v. 7)and this |
is a reference to those who are His, But if you are |
not one of His, this sort of real living can never

be fully realized., You must come To Chriat as your

Saviour firstethen you will know the abundant 1life

in the Lord and the glory of loving because of your

union with Him, Come, come today to Christ!




