"~ d, The 1mEortance of God?s witness,

.The one who does not’ be11eve the record
God has: glven of His Son continually

makes God-d.liar:(the perfect; tense shows:;

the :permanent -résults). ' ;The perfect.’ for
"helieveth not! ShowsAthessame.d .

4, WITNESS IN BELIEVER v. 10.'

Here is a truth vhich has troubled many folksz
The text, howeéver, ‘makes it so simple.: When’a:

‘man-believes’ on thé’Son, he will-have,.as an:

abiding ‘possession,:the witness of:God. withln;;

‘Him, What IS this withess within? - “Not:a.

feeling, but the Word of God] See Rom, 8 16;;1
Gal, 436, - %mGwlsmMnﬁHLuH,§§ﬁ

His Word is taken into. the heart; “Tha
“BIessed be H1s Name. . RN
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Gonclus1on

That Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Mess1éh, ”
and the Saviour: of the’ world is without question;:
He stands before us’ "all’ ‘tonight ' with'both earthly:

and heavenly witnesses to’ bear testimony-unto His:

Person and work, God has given His fihal word to -

men in Christ (cf, Heb, 1$2), If you'will put the
‘whole weight of your confidence on Him, you wull
possess eternal life, God promlses this and His™
WOrd is true. Amen. ' A1 amm o mo o s b
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Introductlon

THE EPISTLE .OF PIRST JOHN

"Four Great WitneSSes" R

1.

" the witnesses marshalled. by God to-

The attestatlon of a’ fact or “an’ event by someone
is vhat is commonly referred to'as a witnéss, It
is a. marvelous experlence to: witness tOIthe truth
of God 'in Christ-Jesus" our Lord N

It is an inviolable fact that tﬁt Word. nfd@fd es
witnesses to the’ person’and ‘work of our Loxrd

, Jesus, They gre' incliided in the: Scr1ptures

that men might know that. God has.written a:

. testimony which'none should: ignore: . .

Hear then the testlmony of the Word. of God and

draw men to Eeed H1s holy Son Jesus.

1."WITNESS T0 CHRISD" s 6-8; <. <

" Thé Gospéls were written, in one. sense, to
_ establish :Jesus Christ.as “the promlsed
_wMes31eh(cf . John -20230,. 31). . thn‘appeals
L tosome:.of, these Gospel facts Her ‘1n hlS
epistle.: Here ithey. ares. e e

a. The vater.

L This is a.reference, to. th: ptisn of our
?Lord 4t the beginning. of;His;mini 't
was not-only:the cpaning, but .t e
for.His entire miolstry.cﬁiﬁ .

b. The blood L b

Here is a witness to HlS death whleh
effected our redemption. ” “This' comes at: the
‘end of His public mlnlstry, )




2.

3.

| water and blood" suggests that He was in
+ruth the Son of God at both Jordan and
Calvary.

" Notes: It is true that at Calvary water )

7nd blood flowed from His riven gides” -

" This may mean that the water of thé Word -

and the precious Blood are used in cleans-j:

.1ng. Compare this:

et the water . and the blood :
“‘From Thy xiven side vhich flowed
" Be of sin the double cure, .

Save me from its:guilt and. power. *“if,flf;

c.  The pirit.”

Because He is the Spirlt of Truth, Hls
witness is irrefragable; He can neither
dec&ive nor be deceived. i - .

: Now, ‘the wster, the blood, and the Sp1r1t
. . are united in one for the: ‘object of es-.
' 5.tabliSh1ng the truth that Jesus Christ
" i God, ' They are all for the.one thingl
There are no divided purposes here;

WITNESS BY MEN v. 9.

' The condit10na1 clause here is a flrst class
_in the original, * It affirms somethlng Whloh

is true, - Better: "Since we receive .....
The idea of receiving is that of accepting
as valid what men say. There is no doubt
about the fact, The argument is a fortlori
and resembles that of John 8:17,

WITNESS OF GOD - vV, 9-12 SRR

A variety of statements are made‘here Wh1ch

‘need ampllflcatlon. Consider~—-

Ca

The content of God’s w1tness.,"'7'

‘His Name.

. The status of God's witness.- é}':]ﬁ’ﬂ;_ P

It is greater than that of men, *John'does"
not say we ought to-take Godts witmess! be—

causé we accept -men's; he simply affirms -
God's is greater! The obvious: intent is—-
receive God's witness!

v

ThlS is entlrely bound in the- PerPon of Hxs )n?
Sen, The perfect tense. of the verd "testified"
in‘v, ‘9-notes 'the permanence of:the past act:
the testimony ‘still stands} - o ; ,

What is the witness of God then? - It consists
in a d1v1ne gift of’ eternal life (v. 11). §
The verb "give" is aorist and notes.a” -
possession, This is not an “offer or promise,-
but a statement of possession. Blessed be ,

.\,:

The 'seat and source of the llfe 1s the Prlncefp e

or Author.of life--the Son of God (Acts 8: 15).
Verse 12.is.a_deduction. from the. previous

 verses:. To “have (possess) the. Son is to haver f';;

(possess) 1ife?

The. respons1b111tg to,God’s wltness. o

Two phrases press the des1red goa1 of God’s
witness: "he that believeth' and "he that
hath." The use of the verb "believe" with -

a prep051t10n following is found -here for the
firet time in the epistle. John uses: this
construction nearly 40 times in his Gospel.
It expresses the strongest confidence and
trust, It is a faith vhich moves toward and’
reposes On Him, It means to have full trust
in HlS character and work!




