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Introduction


First note the structural diagram of the passage:

	
	14
	Now we exhort you, brethren,


warn

them that are unruly,


comfort

the feebleminded,


support

the weak,


be patient 
toward all men.

	
	15
	
See


that none render 

evil for evil










unto any man;

but
ever follow
that which is good,





both among yourselves, 





and to all men.



Notice how the idea has transitioned from that of the correct attitude toward pastors and leadership in verses 12-13 to a wider scope in verse 14, where Paul now considers our relationship to those in the church (by context) who have some problems. The scope widens yet again at the end of verse 14 and in verse 15 to include "any many" and "all men."


Remember previously in 4:1-12 that we saw exhortations regarding personal purity and a loving attitude toward the brethren.


So, we have relationships—toward yourself, toward other brothers and sisters in the assembly, toward leaders in the assembly, and toward those who are loaded down with some problem or another. And there is one more that we did not mention last time—toward God. The next lesson will begin that study with verse 16 and following.


For now we will consider the first six imperatives in this long section of 15 imperatives. They are all present imperatives—in other words, the believers are to be about doing these things, presently, continuously. I do not take it that these verses are exclusively addressed to the church leadership.

1. Warning


The word means to caution, reprove, instruct. This instruction is directed towards the disorderly, disturbers of peace (v. 13), idle, loafers, insubordinate, those "out of line," as one translation puts it. This seems to be a recurring problem in the fellowship at Thessalonica—consider 2 Thess. 3:6, 10-11. At least three times he has had to tell them similar things.


A. Who is to do this warning? In this context, "brethren" are to be about doing this kind of thing. From a couple of other passages we may suggest qualifications for those considering such action:

1. Rom. 15:14 suggests that there are those "able to admonish." Make sure you are able.

2. Gal. 6:1 tells us that the "spiritual" are to be involved in restoration of a sinning brother. Problems will only multiply if you have one unruly brother trying to deal with another unruly brother!


B. What is the warning supposed to be about? Not stated explicitly in this text, but by context we can be sure Paul means this: "Warn them to straighten up and act right!"

2. Comforting


Some folks in the assembly are simply misbehaving, as above. Others are burdened by something heavy. In this case, encouragement and consolation are in order. It might be:


A. A fatherly kind of comfort – 1 Thess. 2:11.


B. A comfort for a mourner – John 11:19, 31.


These passages use the same Greek word for "comfort" that we see here.


"Feebleminded" is an obscure word, only occurring here in the New Testament. It might be rendered helpfully as fainthearted, discouraged. Weak-headed, and timid are translations that have been suggested, but the others seem better in light of the (few) ancient documents that use it. Literally the word breaks down into two components: small or little and soul or mind. Perhaps the idea is this: have you ever felt "small" on the inside, even though your physical size has not changed? Not because of something wrong you've done, but because of the Goliath of a situation you are up against.

3. Supporting


This means helping or holding firm. The same word is used in Titus 1:9 of elders "holding fast" the faithful word as it was taught to them. Mat. 6:24 mentions "holding" on to one master over another. Perhaps "upholding."


The weak are those literally "without strength." In classical Greek, this had to do with physical strength; in Koine (the dialect of the New Testament), it could be either physical or spiritual weakness:

1. Rom. 5:6 – Spiritual weakness in matters of salvation.

2. 1 Cor. 8:7, 10 – A spiritually weak brother who is offended at eating of meat offered to idols.

3. 2 Cor. 10:10 – Paul, seen by the Corinthians as a weak man in presence.

4. 1 Pet. 3:7 – A wife, in an exhortation to husbands to give honor to their wives.

4. Being Patient


Long suffering, not hasty, toward all. No doubt that this is a problem for many of us. Are you too quick on the draw? Too quick to say a word, instead of waiting patiently to see what will pan out? Love is long suffering in 1 Cor. 13:4; God is long-suffering in 2 Pet. 3:9. So must we be!

5. Seeing – Not Rendering Evil for Evil


See that you don't render evil for evil! Here is an explicit command against revenge or "pay backs." This is a common theme in Scripture: Rom. 12:17, 1 Pet. 3:9, Prov. 20:22.

6. Following – Good


A better rendition of the phrase to "ever follow" is this: always pursue. It is an active, seeking after, striving, pressing toward something. The NIV, for example, says "try to be kind." There is no "trying" about it in the sense of "well, if you don't make it, that's OK." The verb is "pursue." The direct object of the verb is "the good thing." According to this text, we are to pursue that which is good, not try to be good.


This is in relationship to those in the church (among yourselves) and those outside of the church (and to all men.) Here is the same order as given in Gal. 6:10 – first the household of faith, then all.


Notice the relationship of this to the previous two commands—first Paul says in your mind's attitude toward all men, be patient. Now, in your outer actions toward them, do good, not bad!

Conclusions


One of God's main points through Paul in the last two chapters of 1 Thessalonians is that we ought to have proper conduct in our relationships with those around us. How might you exhibit the qualities exhorted in this text? Well, suppose someone is acting out of line. You can first go to your Bible and read 1 Thess. 4:1-12 and 5:12-22 to see how you should handle it—maybe warning, maybe patience, you get the idea. And Paul doesn't mince words—commanding the right attitudes and actions. 


A lot of good things are right here. No need to run to a man or another book to figure out how to handle these kinds of problems!
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