THE BOCK OF FIRST THESSALONIANS

"Suffering for the Gospel”
1 Thessalonians 2:14-16
Introduction
1. The testimony of ocur Lord at Thessalonica was gtarted by
Paul (Acts 17:1-5). When he went there, he had a divine mes-
sage to preach (vv. 1, 2).

2. The mannex in which Paul ministered the Word there is uvn-~
usual (vv. 3-11). One can never accuse Paul of fleshly
methods. He was a man of God in the truest and highezt sense
of the term.

3. Paul's effectivenesg at Thessalonica was grounded in His
trust in the Word (v. 13}. That was the core of his thrust.
Furthexrmore, Paul had the highest of goals {v. 12}, For him,
the exaltation of the Lord was primary and the benefit of
his hearers was placed before his own interests.

4. Now, the saints at Thessalonica had come to learn the
truth that' we enter the kingdom through much tribulation
(Acts 14:22), That is the nub of these verses. Study thems

1. The REASON for SUFFERING v. 14.

|
a. Personally. This is noticed in the word "brethren."

Due to their being brethren, that is, of the same family in

., the Lord, these saints suffered. The world does not move

against its own for spiritual reasons. The relationship to

God through Christ is a signal for suffering!

b. Corporately. The "churches of God" is a phrase used
by Paul in the New Testament. It obviocusly is not a denomi-
nation, but a designation relating to the believers CoOXpOr= |
ately. Thessalonians had "become followers" of these church~
es. The word "followers" is the same as 1:6. They were |
mimics! There is a line which comnnects all tyxue children of
God: It was not what they had by birth, for they "became”
this (cf. John 1:12). The bulk of these churches were in
Judea. Their number is unknown.

C. '§pirituallya The churches of God were "in Christ |
Jesus." This is a technical phrase relating %o the position
of all believerxs in this age of grace (2 Coxr. 5:17). It |
comes about through the baptism of the Holy Spirit {1 Cor. 12:
12, 13; Rom. 631-10}.  Not until Pentecost was this position
provided for the children of God. It is one of the unique
spiritual realities of this age ({(John 14:16-20).

2. The REALITY of SUFFERING wv. 14-16.

Paul is careful to note that the Thessalonians were have-
ing the same problems their brethren in Judea had. The
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