THE BOOK COF THESSALONIANS

"The God of Peace"
1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24
Introduction
1. The final verses of this chapter focus on Paul's deep
concerns for the church. Some of these relate to: a. Spirit
quenching; b. Despising of prophecy; c¢. Proving everything;
d. Helding good; and e. Abstaining from svil (vv. 19~22),

2. Ne¢ matter how careful one may be, there is unceasing
need for God to effect His purpose in a believer. This is
the force of the adversative "but" rendered "and" (KJV). He
has promised this (Phil. 2:13). But it has also prompted
Paul to prayer and this is the issue of these verses (vv.
23, 24).

3. The specific elements of the prayer are clearly indi-
cated. Study them:

1. THE PERSON ADDRESSED

a. His Name. The Lord is called the "God of peace."
This is His character and nature, but alsc what He bestows.
{cf. Rom. 15:33; 16:20; Phil. 4:9 et.al.). Discrders may
have persisted in the assembly over the issues just dis-
cussed (vv. 12-22), hence this title. He has other titles
of similar nature {Acts 7:2; Rom. 15:5, 13; 2 Cor. 1:3; 13:
11; 1 Pet, 5:10).

b. His Emphasis. The reflexive pronoun "Himself" is
in the emphatic position of the sentence. It notes the
"very" God who alone can do as cutlined here.

2, THE REQUEST INDICATED

a. Its Content. The wverb "sanctifv" is aorist, but
really sees the act as a process. The end is seen in
perspective. They are called "saints" (3:13; 2 Thess. 2:
13), so their position is clear. This verse views the
subject as realized. The verb connotes a separation to
holiness from the profazne. Don't water it down!

b, Its Extent. "Wholly" means just that. The thought
is "through and through.” ©Not an increasing degree of
sanctification, but an extension of it to every parxrt. The
whole man. Qualitative sanctification and not guantita-
tive is in view.

3. THE EXPLANATION OFFERED
2. Specifically. The verb "preserved" is also aorist,

hence the process is seen as a single completed act. Being

singulaxr, it views the parts of man as a unit. The werb
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