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to Christ

Introduction


Paul pleaded with the church to help him straighten some things out with regard to the false teachers that have barged in. In the midst of his plea, he begins to offer a defense of his apostolic appointment and authority. He begins in chapter 10 by offering several points of defense:

1. Our ministry is not carried out in the flesh, but rather in the power of God. Since it promotes the gospel, it can take down false ideologies and replace them with the Christian worldview (10:1-6).

2. Our ministry is one of an apostle, directly authorized by Christ for the edification of the church (10:7-11).

3. Our ministry is carried out within proper limits and we are not boasting outside of those limits, nor in another man's work, but in the Lord (10:12-18). He is the One who measures our work, not ourselves or some other “exclusive” club.

I. Paul is Jealous for the Corinthians, vv. 1-2


After having made clear that self-commendation is not where one ought to be (10:12, 18), Paul now launches into a section of the letter in which he does indeed compare himself to the false teachers, but only because the Corinthians compelled him to do it (12:11). They should have recognized the things Paul is about to say. Of course, his self-commendation is not boasting in himself, but pointing out to the Corinthians the defects in the other people.


He asks for the Corinthians to “put up with” a little bit of his folly. This refers to his talking about himself, something that he does not like to do. One reason they should put up with his “folly” is that he is jealous for them in a godly manner. He wants a positive outcome in the end for them. He uses the picture of a young woman who is engaged to be married. Her father is jealous in a good way for her purity until she is actually married. In the same way, Paul says that he wants to ensure that those initially converted (betrothed) are brought to final glorification as pure and without spot. Paul is in a sense their father—their spiritual father (1 Cor. 4:14-15).

II. The Corinthians Are Courting a False Gospel, vv. 3-4


But there is a problem—the Corinthians’ faithfulness to Christ is threatened by Satan’s deceptiveness. Paul is concerned. As a jealous father, he is unsure from his human vantage point if they are truly saved, or if they will in the end be deceived away from God just like Eve was deceived by the serpent. Satan is the serpent, and he is a crafty, clever, and subtle. He knows the ins and outs of human nature and can design a situation to try to lure people away from God. 

Satan tried to lure the Corinthians (and many other believers) away from the “simplicity that is in Christ.” This phrase means that the gospel of our Saviour is not loaded with complicated baggage. It is simple belief in Him and Him alone. It is “single” instead of multiple in its focus—a single-minded faithfulness to Christ. To add other trappings is not only wrong, it is also dangerous to your soul! 

What they  had learned before was the “simplicity” of 1 Cor 15 – the gospel is that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and was raised again, all according to the Scriptures. They learned that salvation is through Christ alone, not anything else, and that HE is the object of our faith. It is not that we want to believe in God the way Jesus believed in God; no—it is that we must believe in JESUS!

The idea of “simplicity” does not mean that any involved theological concept must be thrown out as if it conflicts with “simplicity in Christ.”

They apparently were willing to put up with the false teaching. Notice that Paul asked them to “put up” with his folly, not only because he was concerned about them, but here also because they were “putting up” with or willing to put up with those bringing different teaching to town. Notice the heavy sarcasm—they would put up with false teaching but had to be asked to put up with Paul!

The teaching they were “putting up with” was different in one or more areas: 1) another Jesus; 2) a different spirit; 3) a different gospel. This is just like Gal. 1:6-9, which speaks of “another” gospel, one that is not another one in the sense that there are multiple different ones or one that comes in various flavors. There is only ONE gospel! Any other “gospel” different than the real one is destructive.

We do not know exactly what the false teachers were adding to the gospel, or taking away from it, but both Paul and the Corinthians knew—and they knew it did not match up to what they had learned before. It could be a number of things:

1) Another Jesus. The “just a man” heresy. The “another god/not deity” heresy. The “just a prophet” heresy. The “no incarnation” heresy (1 John 4:2-3). The “there are other ways to God” heresy (John 14:6).

2) A different spirit. The “spirit is a force” heresy. The “spirit is not God” heresy. The “Spirit is the center of our attention” heresy (John 16:14).

3) A different gospel. The “faith plus works” heresy. The “faith without repentance” heresy. The “intellectual assent only” or the “easy believism” heresy. The “Christ plus the law” heresy (Acts 15:1, 5).

We CANNOT tolerate false teaching. We have to be discerning, because the same terms can be used (Jesus, gospel, spirit, etc.) but with such different definitions that there are no real similarities between the fake and the real. Finally, we have to realize that we cannot dabble in evil things and bad teaching and think that we get off scot-free. The Corinthians were opening themselves up for big trouble: hearing could lead to tolerance, then to acceptance, then to promotion and apostasy. Just because we are Christians does not mean we are immune from things or are allowed to expose ourselves to bad stuff with no ill effect.

Conclusion


Have you received the true gospel? Or has your information been mixed up because of the independent American spirit, the cults that add works and subtract from Jesus, or something else?


How can you guard yourself from error like that which was trying to push into Corinth? First, there is such a thing as a healthy level of skepticism. 1 John 4:1 tells us not to believe every spirit. We have to check them out (Acts 17:11) and not be gullible. Second, you have to learn how to be more discerning of the false and true. This comes by practice—using the Scriptures to compare and contrast right from wrong (Heb. 5:12-14). Third, do not leave the confines of God’s appointed safe haven—the church. Saying that “assembling together is not that important” is not that wise. Those who are lackadaisical about church attendance open themselves up to error. The cults prey on those kinds of people because they are necessarily weak in the spiritual domain. They are like the animal strayed from the herd. A lion will go after it because it is easy to pick it off.
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Introduction


In vv. 1-4, the Bible teaches us that the apostle Paul sarcastically requested the patience of the Corinthians to hear him out. He gave two reasons. First, his deep concern for the church drove him to say something to help them. They were in danger of being spoiled from single-hearted devotion to Christ. This fact leads right into the second reason that they should bear with him—they were putting up with false teachers, so they should be able to endure Paul a little bit!


In vv. 5-15, two more reasons are given that the Corinthians should hear Paul’s exhortation to them. The third reason is that he himself is not any less than these “super apostles.” The fourth reason to give Paul a hearing is the plain fact of the matter that the Corinthians had been duped into giving a hearing to a bunch of false apostles!

III. Paul Compares Himself to the So-Called “Super Apostles,” vv. 5-12


Another reason the Corinthians should put up with Paul’s boasting is that he was not a lesser apostle than the folks they seemed to enjoy hearing. The “most eminent apostles” does not refer to Peter, James, and John, but rather it refers to the false teachers that are going around patting themselves on the back (10:12) who will ultimately be labeled for what they are—false apostles.

In order to understand this, we have to recognize that the heavy sarcasm of verse 4 is continuing into verse 5. In verse 4, Paul basically says, “you put up with the different gospel easily enough.” Now, he writes with the meaning, “don’t think I am any less than these super-duper apostles you are so enamored with!”

The notion that Paul is not at all lesser than these “super apostles” is then elaborated in two different ways: by a comparison of his message and by a second comparison of his method, particularly with regard to finances.

A. Paul’s Message Compared, vv. 5-6


First, there his message. Though it is not in the best rhetorical style, he does not fall short in “knowledge.” The Corinthians know this themselves. They know that he received revelation directly from Christ 
regarding the gospel. Consider Gal. 1:1. The revelation of Jesus Christ was given to him during his three years in Arabia, mentioned in Gal. 1:18. Eph. 3:3 tells us that Paul received new revelation from God. They also know that Paul was not puffed up by this knowledge 
(1 Cor. 8:1). In fact, in 2 Cor. 12:7 we will see that God made sure that Paul would not be puffed up with his heavenly vision by giving him a thorn in the flesh.

The contrast in v. 6 is between substance and form, content and style, message and delivery. He tells us flat out that the delivery is much less important than the message. There are a lot of flashy preachers out there, but the question is, what is their message? Does it come from the Bible (Isaiah 8:20) or pop culture, popular books, philosophy, psychology, etc.?

B. Paul’s Method Compared, vv. 7-12


Second, there is his financial methodology. Many itinerant teachers of Paul’s day received support from those they taught—they took fees for their lectures, like many former presidents and retired famous people of today. But Paul worked at a trade to avoid taking money from his audience. He did not want to appear to be preaching for money, and he wanted to offer the gospel free of charge (see 1 Cor. 9) as an illustration of the free-ness of the gospel
. It took great pains sometimes for Paul to implement this approach (1 Thess. 2:9, 2 Thess. 3:8), but he did it. The accusation against him seems to be this: “If you were a real apostle, you would accept payment, or maybe you and your message are worthless.”


But his was not a worthless message. He was not sinning in offering his teaching free of charge (v. 7). In fact, he did receive support in that he “robbed” other churches to pay for his teaching in Corinth (v. 8-9). He intended to keep on following this policy so as not to be a burden to new believers, and also so that he could have a point to “boast” about in his ministry. No one could stop him from teaching without pay (v. 10). Paul loved the believers (v. 11, stated in a rhetorical question form), enough to go without so that they could be lifted up in the gospel (v. 7). He did not want the false teachers to look just like him, and this was one way he could ensure that because they would not go without the money!


Sometimes Paul would curtail his freedom or even not exercise his rights in the gospel in order to aid the progress of his ministry. This is true Christian freedom in action. Just because we are at liberty in some areas does not mean that we have to exercise that liberty, particularly if it will cause another to fall. This notion is really the teaching of Rom. 14 and 1 Cor. 8-10, but we can see it in action here in Paul’s approach to things.

IV. The False Gospel Comes from False Apostles, vv. 13-15


Paul has called the false teachers “eminent apostles” or “chiefest apostles” or “super apostles” (v. 5), but here he unmasks them: they are not really apostles at all. And this is the fourth and final reason that the Corinthians should put up with his “folly”—because the other people were dangerous apostolic pretenders that had to be avoided.


Verse 13 describes them as:

1. False, pseudo-apostles.

2. Deceitful workers, just like their father, the Devil. They don’t come with “proud to be a false apostle” emblazoned on their shirt.

3. Masquerading as True Apostles. This is probably the worst—they somehow undergo a metamorphosis to look like the real thing when they are not.

Why should we be surprised? Satan himself makes himself look like an angel of light. “I saw an angel,” some will say. You should respond, “Was it a good one or a bad one?” All too often Satan runs around making people think they have something from God when it is really from the pit of hell itself. In this case, an angel by any other name is just not the same—if it is Satan or a demon.

In fact, in Gal. 1:6-9, Paul says that even if an angel were to preach a different gospel, he too is to be accursed. It doesn’t matter what source the different gospel is from—it is anathema in any case. All are compared now to the golden standard—the Word of God.

So, if Satan does that, why should we be shocked when his ministers try to make themselves look like ministers of righteousness. The cults today particularly fit this description. They try to make things look on the up-and-up, but underneath is full of dead men’s bones and all manner of uncleanness.

Judgment is according to works for unbelievers (Rev. 20:12). What some will find out is that no works are good enough to pass the high bar of God’s perfection. What others like these false apostles will find out is that their works were so destructive and damaging to the work of God that they will be punished accordingly. They will get proper justice.

Conclusion


So if you hear apostle so-and-so on the radio or whatever, is he really an apostle? Well, not today, since the qualifications for true, technical apostleship are impossible to fulfill. A true apostle must be an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry and resurrection (Acts 1:21-22), and must work the signs of an apostle (2 Cor. 12:12). But false “apostles” abound. The cults and –isms have them all over the place.


Remember that in 11:1-4, Paul was awfully concerned that the Christian would be purely and fully devoted to Jesus Christ. But the Corinthians were courting those who brought a different gospel. Those intruders, as we now know, were completely false apostles, emissaries of Satan instead of emissaries of Christ. People don’t like to hear that their favorite preacher is on Satan’s payroll, but it has to be said when it is true. One who brings a different gospel must be avoided like the plague, because the end of the different gospel is eternal death. Dear friends, we must be discerning! Look at doctrinal statements before you swallow radio and book preachers. Compare to Scripture. Don’t just accept on the basis of a nice delivery. It has got to be true, else turn it off!
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From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_Tell_the_Truth

“To Tell the Truth is an American television game show that has been seen in various forms on and off since 1956.

The basic premise consists of three contestants, each of whom claims to be the same person, being interrogated by a panel of four celebrities in an attempt to identify who is the real one and who is bluffing. The contestant in question usually holds an unusual occupation or has done something noteworthy. After each celebrity has had a turn to question the guests, they each vote as to who they think is the real person.

When this is finished, the moderator says, “Will the real ________ please stand up?” The real person stands, the other two then reveal who they really are, and money is awarded to the players based on how many incorrect votes were placed.”

The point is that by the end of the game, an identification made of one authentic person and two impostors. The moderator’s question “will the real…” serves to mark the dividing line between the true and the false. “This phrase of identification became a well-known expression in American culture. Even today, the expression will be used to encourage someone to quit pretending and be done with charades. For instance, a person talking with me – if they began feeling I was less than authentic – might say, “Will the real Jerry Hull please stand up.” Such a confrontation should require me to assess, Am I authentic or inauthentic?” [From  http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/mold.htm]

bear with me because I am jealous

my godly jealousy arises because I have engaged you to Christ and want to present you before him pure, but the influence of false teachers may lure you into unfaithfulness to the Lord (using the marital metaphor).

Sarcastically he says that they can accept someone who comes and preaches another Jesus or a different spirit or a different gospel, but they cannot accept me. This sarcasm is helping Paul to get the point across that the false teachers are dangerous; they wiggle their way in but are pernicious.

Even though I am not less than these so-called “super apostles.”

Paul may not be a trained rhetorician, but he has knowledge and is not hiding behind a cloak of fancy speech. He has content to what he is saying. Substance over form in his case, and that should be our way as well. Untrained in speech, sure. But very well trained in knowledge. From whom?

In. vv. 7-12, he speaks of another defense.

Iin vv. 13-15, he deals head on with the false teachers, giving their description, Satan, deceptive.

Now he will offer several other defenses for his apostolic ministry. These defenses are intertwined in his warning against the false apostles who have infiltrated the church:

1. Paul is jealous for the Corinthians stay in a right relationship with Christ.

2. Paul is promoting the true gospel, not a false one.

3. Paul has the message and conduct of a true apostle.

4. The other teachers are, simply put, false apostles.

Notice different message and false messengers are the issue in 11:1-15.

Examples:

http://siciaypsilanti.org/webelieve.htm – Spiritual Israel Church and Its Army

We believe in one God, who is the Father of all, who is above all, through all and in all of us. 

Because we all must be taught of God, we believe that in every generation, the God of Israel sends an enlightened man to teach His people so we can live a life pleasing to Him. ( St. John 6:45) 
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