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Introduction

At the start of the letter, we see athanksgiving for God's provision d comfort in the
midst of suffering. Several asertions are made in thistext that we need to apprehend. All
of them revolve aoundthe key words comfort and trouble.

The ideaof contffort isthat of peace cdmnessof soul, even in the faceof difficulty. It
includes the lifting of one's irits.

On the other hand isthe ideaof troule, tribulation a affli ction. The words used for
this denote distress oppresgon, difficult circumstances. The distresscan be that brought by
outward circumstances or can be the inward experience of distressof soul. In this passage
it spedficdly refersto an experiencethat Paul had in AsiaMinor (1:8), probably some sort
of perseaution, but is applicable to awider range of situations.

A sequence of statements is made that leads us to awonderful understanding of how
God comforts us when we facetroules. Here they are:

1. We have a compasgonate and comforting Father —v. 3

As often the cae, the gistles begin with athanksgiving to God. In thisinstance, it
says “blessd be the God and Father.” To “bless’ someone meansto praise them, to glorify
them, or to hona them for something. This ascription o praise anourtsto agiving of
thanks for God's merciful and comforting characer.

A. The Charader of God— Mercy
“The Father of mercies’ indicaes that God istotaly charaderized by mercy. Ps.
86:15tellsusthat mercy is part of God sloving charader. Ps. 1362 tell sus that
God s mercy lasts forever. 1 Peter 1:3 saysthat we ae born again in acord with
God's abundant mercy. In 2 Cor., we ae sustained in troubes by His mercy.

B. The Source of Comfort — God
Again here we seethat our God is charaderized by “all comfort.” The ajedive
“all” brings out the grea extent of the comfort that is avail able from Him.

2. God comfortsuswhen we are in trouble—v. 4a

This verse very plainly teades that God daes comfort us. You dorit have to wonder
abou it—it’sjust true. Y ou might sometimes have troule discerning the cmfort, but this
shoud na discourage you from knowing that God is providing comfort for the distressng
situation.

Note that it says“in al our tribulations,” nat “out of them!” So we get aid to go
through thetria (1 Cor. 10:13). We'll seelater that trials cause us to throw our total
dependenceon God instead of ourselves (1:9).

3. The purpose of God’'s comfort isfor usto bring comfort to athers—v. 4b

Do you seethe flow of thought? These points are not disconneded ideas, but the fad
isthat God whoisthe merciful Father and God whoisthe sourceof al comfort gives us
that comfort when we aein troube. Then wein turn can administer that very same com-
fort to athersin their troude. What a concept! Comfort is pictured as aphysicd quantity
that we receve and then passon to someone dse. Of courseit is more astrad than that,
but natice some more detail s about this chain of comfort:

A. We ca extend comfort to thosein any troude. The idea enphasized is that when
we experiencethe comfort of Godin our troublesome situation, we ae better
equipped to extend comfort to thase in “any kind d troube.” No, you dorit have
to have stubbed your littl e toe to extend comfort to someone who hes dore so.
Maybe you stubbked your big toe ©. The paint is, when you lean abou God's
comfort and experienceit, you can help someone dsein astruggle—andit can
be of adifferent sort than the one you have.

B. We omfort others with the same comfort we get from God. We turn the mmfort
that God gave usinto comfort for others. Thinking abou this alittl e more, it
seans that through trials that we face we have to watch and learn howv we re-
ceved comfort from God. Then, we assmil ate that and beaome aleto share it
with athers. We do nd get bogged dawn in thetrial itself so that we canat lean
anything—becooming bitter and ignoring what God is doing through the situation
isnat the right approach! We dso have to watch and care for others enough to
share omfort with them. Paul did bah of these things, obviously.

4. The comfort of God comesin measure with thetrouble—v. 5

That is basicdly what Paul means when he saysthat “ as the sufferings of Christ
abound..so our consolation also abounds.” The &-so tell s us this as much.

The phrase ‘sufferings of Christ” commonly refers to those sufferings that Christ u n-
derwent at the doss(1 Peter 1:11, 5:1). However, in this case, Paul is naot referring to the
atoning sufferings of Christ for sin, because thase sufferings only occurred orce (Heb.
9:28,10:10, 12, 14) in the past (Rom. 5:6, 8). Paul isadually referring to his own partici-
pation in “the sufferings of Christ” which means the perseaution d believer s (1 Peter
4:12-13, Col. 1:24). These perseautions are felt by Christ himself (Acts 9:4-5). Such suf-
fering for agodly life ae not uncommon for true beli evers, and Paul had his dare of them.

The Lord Jesus Christ ensures that “as our days, so shall our strength be.” Don't e x-
ped God's comfort to come in meagerness—it “adounds’ just like the suffe rings do.

5. Whether Paul is afflicted or comforted, it isto the Corinthians' good —v. 6

Here we get to a part of the text more focused onthe particulars of the situation sur-
roundng the letter. Paul is saying here that if he suffers affliction, it is for the good d the
Corinthians. Namely, he will t herefore receéve cnsolation and be ale to minister the same
to them. Thiswill help them along in their trials as they move toward their final salvation.

On the other hand, he says, if welook at it from the comfort side of the eguation, the
same thing results. In ather words, if youlook at the down side or the up side of things, in
either case it all ows us to minister comfort to you.

This comfort is “efedive” or “energetic” for them to work through trials even of the
magnitude that Paul suffered. The comfort causes them to petiently endure the situation.

6. Paul is confident that the Corinthianswill persevere through trouble—v. 7

Paul has participated in those suff erings often; he expedsthat the Corinthian believers
will be or are drealy fadng this aswell and will also recéve mmfort. He has confidence
that they won't turn away from God through the troubes because they will receve comfort
in the measure they ned it.

Conclusion

We seehere Divine comfort in Divinely-permitted trials. Even in the most difficult of
circumstances, you still can rest onthetruth that Godis sovereign, in control of al. Maybe
the situationis confusing and urclea. Go badk to what you know abou God's charader
for comfort. Aswe have said many times before, uses means to this end. He doesn't just
spedk into your ea to make you fed at peace He gives comfort in many ways:
Through comforting circumstances— 2 Cor. 7:4, 7, 13; Acts 15:31.
Through the Bible— Rom. 15:4.
Through the dedaration d God's word (“prophecy”) —1 Cor. 14:3.
Through God's promises — Heb. 6:18. Note ‘strong consolation.”
Through God's charader — Rom. 155, asin 2 Cor. 1:3-7.
Through Jesus Christ — 2 Cor. 1:5, 2 Thess 2:16-17 (everlasting comfort).
Through the Holy Spirit— Acts 9:31.
Through people — Acts 4:36, Barnabas, the “son d encourag ement.
. Through prayer — Php. 4:6-7.
Day by day and with each passng moment, strength | find to med my trials here... MAP

©OoNUTA~WNE



