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Introduction

It is crucial in this passage to seethe mwnredion o verses 1-3 with verses 4-6. Recdl
that in the first threeverses, the gostle Paul defends his apostleship by saying that he
would na commend himself, nor did he need |etters of reaommendation from anyone. He
had human “letters of commendation” which confirmed his apostleship. His recommenda-
tionletter was:

O Caried with himin hisheat;

a Known by everyone, not seded information;

Q  Written by Christ, not written by some man;

O Based onthe work of the Holy Spirit, not based onwriting with ink;

a Living andin the heat, not on paper or stone.

However, it was “ministered by us’ (v. 3) so that the gostle did dosomething adive
in proclaiming the truth to the Corinthians.

A. Confidencein the Ministry, v. 4

Paul was confident abou the Corinthian’s epistle-status becaise Jesus Christ gave
him that confidence Thiswas naot just avaauous hopethat it was 9, but there was a basis
for confidence

1. Theknowledge that the message preadied was given sincerely, not twisted and

peddied for profit like so many other roaming teaders (2:17).

2. The istenceof the church at Corinth itself (1 Cor. 9:1-2, besides 3:1-3 ealier).

3. Thefada that God isthe one doing the work, in this case, on the ministerial side,

by qualifying him or making him sufficient for the task.

The phrase “through Christ” indicaes the source of this confidence We can say be-
fore (toward) God thisisthe hope we have. In ather words, there is confidencenat only in
God bu also toward Him, that He will do the work, nat only in ouselves, but also (par-
ticularly in this case) in thase to whom we minister (Php. 1:6, 2 Tim. 1:12, Heb. 12:2).

B. Source of Ministry Sufficiency, v. 5-6a

Some might grouse, “Well, there Paul goes again, commending himself!” To courter
that argument, the next verse qualifies and clarifies verse 4. The Bible gives us here a
comprehensive statement against the self-sufficient attitude. This helps the reader to avoid
thinking that Paul is commending himself in previous verse. He is certainly not doing that.

When something is aufficient, it isall that is necessary. A sufficient condtion, for in-
stance is a ondtionwhich is enough to make something else true, regardlessof any other
condtions. If the andtionisonly a necessary condtion, moreis possbly required to
make something true.

We have in this passage the word “sufficient” in adjedive, noun and verb form. The
adjediveis defined as sufficient, able, or considerable. The nounisfitness sufficient, or
adequagy, capability, or quaification. The verb isto makefit, sufficient or qualify. The
word group can mean adequate or competent.

Thereis not some quality abou the gostle that all ows him to think that anything
sources from himself. The same goes for us. The qualification spoken of here hasto do
with giftednessto dothejob d ministry, that he is equipped to fulfill thisrole. Paul cannat
say anything comes from himself, so he does nat have any measure of sufficiency in him-
self. This anything includes the ministry that he has had among the Corinthians. He caanat
claim credit for himself for any asped of his ministry. In fad, 2:16 teades that no oreis
sufficient to ded in thekind o life-and-deah ministry that the gospel is.

You know the ided “rugged, self-sufficient Americen,” right? Well, thereis no such
thing! All we have and areis from God (Acts 17:25). Deut. 8:8, 11, 17-18 reminds us that
we Americanslive in aland like the one of Promise—of whea and berley and milk and
horey. We eaily forget that it is God who gives us power to get wedth, not we ourselves.

The Bible enjoinsthiskind d humble, God-centered attitude in many places:

John 155 —withou Christ we can do nahing.

Prov. 6:16-17 - Theideaof humility is ever commanded.

Rom. 11:36 - Thereis nothing “from ourselves’ becaise dl things are from
God.” Note the fad that God danned, produced, preserves, and rovidentialy
guides all things. There is nothing outside of his control, so we ae nat in control!
4. Savationisfrom God—1 Cor. 1:30, 1 John 229, 5:1.

5. Rom. 15:15-19-only boast in what Jesus Christ acammpli shes through us.

6. 1Cor.159, 1 Tim. 1:15—|east and worst, unfit as heisfor the ministry, yet heis

fit because of God.

It isexplicitly said in 3:6 that God made us aufficient (past tense). Here is probably an
oblique referenceto the Damascus Road experience at which God saved and commis-
sioned Paul for his ministry to the Gentil es. But don't think that the gpostle got an injedion
of “God sufficiency” and then went on hisway. Rather, the Bible teades us that he was
initialy put into the qualified pasition, and then could say day by day that his sufficiency
presently “is’ from God. If God were to take that away, it would be no more.
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Character of New Covenant Ministry, v. 6b

The new covenant ministry iswhat Paul has been dang for, by the time of the writing
of 2 Corinthians, abou 20 yeas. That is, the preading of the gospel of God' s grace com-
manding men to repent and turn to Christ, informing them of the indwelli ng Spirit who
enables them to please God, the planting NT churches, and so on

1. The Character of the Old and New

A. Letter. Thisrefers to the 10 commandments which were engraved in the tablets,
and more generally to the Mosaic law as awhaole. When we use the phrase “the letter of
thelaw” today, we mean something dlightly different than “the letter” in this text. The
letter in common parlanceis the technicd detail s of the law, as oppased to the spirit of the
law. Or, it can mean the improper use of the law as oppased to the proper use of it. Here
the letter refers to the law itself, not technicditi es or wrong usage. Not even proper use of
the Mosaic Law within its dispensational context can overcome its inherent limitations.

B. Spirit. A charaderistic feaure of this age is the distinctive work of the Holy Spirit.
Thuswe cdl it the aye of the Spirit (also cdled the church age or dispensation o grace.

These words do nd suppat aspiritual reading of the OT. Rather, taking the OT liter-
aly, the OT Law (the letter) is different in charader than the later NT dispensation.

2. The Outcomes of the Old and New

A. Kills. What a problem! There was amajor defed in law in that it had no povision
for ability, transformation a regeneration to cause the Isradites to have the cgadty to
obey it (Deut 5:29). In fad, Rom. 3:20tellsus this gedficdl y—the purpose of the law
wasto pant out sin, not solveit. Gal 3:10 tell s us of the airse of law and haw it redly only
results in the deah penalty. And so, the Law was temporary and has now come to end
(Gadl. 3:19, 24-25, Rom. 10:4).

Thisisnot to say that the law of Moses was bad (only relatively so). In fad, 3:7-11
tell usthat it was glorious. Rom. 7:12, 14 say that it ishadly, just, good, and spiritual.

B. Giveslife. Thisistheideathat the Spirit grantslife—initial, ongoing, and final. He
isthelifeprinciple.

Conclusion

Nothing comes from ourselves. That shoud strike agoody note of humility in our
souls. We ae nat sufficient in ouselves, but we ae sufficient as God enables. So the bal-
ance «ists—we ae not nothings, nor are we everythings.

These verses form a transition from the defense of Pauline gostleship to his ministry
in the new dispensation. In the next studies we will seehow superior the NT message of
the gospel is compared to the OT ministry of the Law (3:7-11) and then we will study the
open (unveiled) NT ministry as compared to the veiled OT ministry (3:12-18). MAP



