2 Corinthians 3:7-11 November 27, 2005

Much More Glory
Introduction

Up to this paint in the chapter we have leaned abou letters of commendation and
abou God's aufficiency. The gostle Paul did nd need aletter of introduction to the
church or from them, for they themselves were his letter, written by Christ. That he was
privileged to minister this “letter” did na mean, however, that he did this all of himself. He
was not self-qualified for the ministry, or for anything else for that metter. God gave him
the aility to dothe work of the ministry.

Verses 3 and 6 kegin to turn our attention from these matters to the charader of the
New Testament ministry of the gospel. They have drealy made a ontrast between
ink/stone and Spirit/heat (v. 3), aswell as a wntrast between letter/kill s and Spirit/gives
life (v. 6). Wewill seenow adired heal-to-head comparison o the Law and the Gospel of
God's grace One aeawhere we might exped a cmmparison to be made is between the
main “ministers’ of eat dispensation. Moses was of the first; Jesus Christ of the seaond
For instance, we know that the law came by Moses, but grace ad truth came by Jesus
Christ (John 117). The glory of Christ (John 114) wasvisible dl thetimein hisincarna
tion. But such a ommparisonis not madein thistext (seeHebrews for that particular infor-
mation). Instead, a @mparison d the systems themselves is undertaken in several points.

A.MoreGlory for the Ministry of the Spirit than the Ministry of Death, v. 7-8

1. The Ministry of Death

The ministry of deah means that the system tended toward deah, becaise everyone
who dd na keep all of the law was cursed (Gal. 3:10). Further, the law makes no provi-
sionfor its own keeping. Regeneration and an internal work of the Spirit are required to
give someone aheat to kegp God' s commandments (Deut. 5:29).

2. The Written Law

The phrase “written and engraved onstones’ can be trandated as “engraved in letters
uponstone.” Thisrefers edficdly to the kernel or foundhtion aroundwhich the rest of
the Law was built, namely, the Ten Commandments.

3. TheGlory

What does glory mean? Honar, splendar, resplendence (shining brightly, dazzling),
bright, shining, radiant. It means to make something have splendid greaness A simple
way to think of it isthat it means “shiny.” Like that shiny new whatever you puchased.

4. The Exodus 34 Account of the Giving of the Law

Thewhoalelast half of verse 7 comes from Ex. 34:1-7 (the revelation o God), and 29
35. See dso Acts 7:35 regarding the work of angelsin the giving of the Law. See dso Heb.
12:18-21. The Law cetainly had glory in that resped. See &so Ex. 33:11 and Num. 12:6-8
for the dose fellowship that Moses had with God.

The radiance of Moses' facewas too kright to look steddily at it (like the brightnessof
the Sun), though it was fading bit by bit. It does not say this pedficdly in the Exodus 34
passge, but the Holy Spirit through Paul tells us that the glory faded and was apparently
“recharged” every time that Moses went in to talk to the LORD. It dimmed after awhile.

What isthe mnredion between the fading or “passng away” glory on Moses face(v.
7, 13) and glory of the old covenant (v. 11)? Thisfading dory typified the law, that is, the
temporary nature of the law.

But the glory itself (not the fading asped of it) was typicd of the splendar of that
same system. The cildren of Israd could na look stealily at Moses' face The paint is
that the radiance of hisface asarefledion o the glory of the Lord and the law given to
him, was © grea that you couldn’t look at it but for amoment without daz4ing your eyes.

Note that in verse 8 the Bible does not simply say “[then] the ministry of the Spirit is
more glorious.” Rather, it makes the statement in the form of a question—"how could it
not be more glorious?”—as if no ore shoud make amistake and think the law still has
grea glory when set side-by-side next to the dispensation d grace

Noticethe if-then structure of verses 7-8 and verse 9. If we amit the if-haf, then we
have to admit the then-half. Andthe if isafirst classcondtion, assumed true for the sake
of the agument—*if the ministry of deah...was glorious (and it was)...if the ministry of
condemnation hed glory (and it did).”

B. MoreGlory for the Ministry of Righteousness than the Ministry of Condemnation,
v.9

Verse 9 begins with an explanatory “for”, giving the reason why the new has more
glory than the old. It is predsely because of their respedive outcomes—one for condemna-
tionand deah, the other for righteousnessand Spiritud life.

Note that condemnation (adedaration o guilt) and justification (a dedaration o
righteousness are opposites of ead ather (Deut. 25:1, 1 Kings 8:32). Thisisimportant to
note because justification daes not make onerighteousin and o themselves.

The Law, sinceit hasthe charader of law, canna do anything other than give asen-
tence on someone whether guilty or innccent. And sincewe know that nore can keep the
law in al its points, the sentence dways comes down “guilty!” Understanding this will
deliver you from the cmmon fallacy that says “more law will solve society’s problems.”

The ministry of the Spirit is called a ministry of righteousness that is, charaderized
by and resulting in righteousness This darts with the initial work of salvation in the gos-
pel, in which isreveded the righteousnessof God (Rom. 1:17). Thisrighteousnessis avail-
able to us by faith, from God, not ourselves (Php. 3:9). But also the Holy Spirit continues
towork in usto producerighteousnessin ou charader (1 John 37).

C. So Much Glory Throwsthe Old Ministry into a Shadow, v. 10

Relatively spe&ing, the Old Covenant has no glory compared to the New. The new so
far outshines the old that the old seems dim and worn out, fit for the scrap heep. In fad
Hebrews saysit would vanish away (Heb. 8:13). Thisis the force of the “because” — what
had glory did na redly have glory because it is relatively unglorious. So the momparisonis
extended here— nat just that there was more glory in the Gospel, but that there was ©
much more that the old seamed na redly to have ay at all. One helpful ill ustration is that
of the moonand the sun—when the sun comes out, the moon das not look so hright.

The shine onthe Law faded in comparison to the ever-shining never-dulli ng finish of
the new dispensation d God' s grace

D. MoreGlory for the Remaining Ministry than the Passing Ministry, v. 11

Here we have astatement that ties together all of the previous points. Again we have a
comparison—if the passng was glorious, then the permanent is much better. For instance,
if the tabernade in the wil dernesswas glorious (and it was), then the permanent temple
fadlity was much more glorious. In this case, afixed temple structure could have alot
more dtention paid to its detail s. It could be larger, better. The Law was smilarly designed
asatutor to bring Israd to Christ, to make them to understand their inability apart from
God. The permanent system that replaced it is far better, more “sturdy” and will not be
broken.

Theideaof “remains’ is used to say that we have ahope today that will not pass
away—we need na worry abou our system becoming outmoded, becauseit is based on
the oncefor-al saaificeof Christ. We nead na look beyondthe Gospel to seeour hope
for eternity.

Conclusion

The point of what we have been saying is that the ministry of the gospel is plendidin
the extreme. It requires God's sufficiency to beinvolved iniit, but it isagrea privilege. At
the same time, it provides an everlasting hope that will not fade avay becaiseit is built on
the finished work of Christ, not the blood d bulls and goats which canna permanently
ded with sin. MAP



