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Review

With regard to 4:16-18, please note caefully that “things which are not seen”
are things presently hidden from man’s eyes. It does not mean they are not mate-
rial or visible, asif the dernal stateisall just aghostly thingwith no tangibility to
it. Spiritual and material can go together simultaneously. In fad, they should be
working together in our lives right now!

Thereason | say thisis becaise of the impad of Platonic phil osophy upon
Christian thought. Plato pcstulated a metaphysicd dualism in which there ae two
redms:. the redm of the formg/ideas which we can perceve with our intelled, and
the redm of perception which we can perceve with our physicd senses. This
comes down to us throughthe Gnostic heresy, which says that the immaterial is
goodand the materia isevil.

It isalso pertinent to remember from the previous dion that the ministry is
not to be done for temporal rewards or the honor of men (1 Peter 5:2). These ae
included amongthe “seen” things which will passaway. The motivation of the
ministry is far more God-centered than that! We hope not for temporal reward,
but for the resurredion, for eternal glory and non-temporal things, and for the
results of ministry that will cause more axd more people to give thanks to God for
His mercy.

Introductory Thoughts on the Passage

The overall message of 5:1 isthat thoughour present bodeswill, in the end,
totally wea out and perish, we have an urseen body awaiting Ls.

The preposition “for” at the beginning of the verse ties 5:1 bad to 4:16-18.
Here is how: The outward man is on the dedine & we saw in 4:16. In the worst-
case scenario, so to spedk, the outward man does die. But that is OK (“it is not the
end of the world”), for we have leaned that we ae awvaiting afar better eternal
glory, and the things which we don’t seewith human eyes are dernaly lasting.

So 5:1 then focuses upon one of the spedfic eerna blesgngs that await us,
one of the things that is not seen. Thisisthe spiritual, glorified, resurredion body
that we will receve. So this verse sets up a cntrast between the present body and
the future one. The mntrast is not a material versus a non-material contrast, but a
present versus future contrast.

“We know” the stuff of which we ae @out to spe&. It is a present knowl-
edge, showing confidencein the asertion that there is something beyond this
perishing body.

1. Present body

A. Earthly house

Thisrefersto our physicd body asit is outfitted for eathly existence We
come from the dust of the eaith too—so bah our origin and cgpabiliti es are
eathly (Gen. 2:7, Ecc. 3:20and 127).

B. Tabernacle
Thisisatent, just like the tabernade in the OT was a tent-like structure (Acts
7:44). We can understand this metaphor, espedally if we remember that Paul was

atentmaker (Acts 18:3). Because atent is “temporary housing,” this figure of
speedt nicdy conveys the ideaof something temporary as 4:18.

Most cultures would understand that a tent is not a permanent structure. It is
movable. It isnot as gurdy as a structure built of wood o stone. It indicaes a
nomadic or pilgrim lifestyle (Heb. 11:9). It istemporary.

Thetent ideais used by Peter aswell to refer to the physicd body (2 Peter
1:13, 14). It is omething that he wea's now, but will shortly put off. Like setting
up and teaing down alitera tent, our bodeswill be taken down at the end of our
lives. Our lifeistemporary!

2. Dissolved

This means destroyed, demoli shed, detached, dismantled. Any reading of the
NT will make dea that this dissolution is not annihil ation, for to be asent from
the body, for the believer, is equated with being with the Lord (5:8).

3. Future, Resurrection Body

This part of the verse uses the same word “house” as the previous part of the
verse. However, we ae not talking about aliteral house, asif the subjea were the
“mansions’ of John 14:2-3. The subjed is the resurredion body. Thisfits the best
in the mntext, which talks about our eathly bodes asif they were houses.

A. From God

Just like the body of the first man was creded by God as recorded in Genesis,
and just like God formed us (Jer. 1.5, Isa44:2, 44:24, 49:5), He dso isthe de-
signer and buil der of the resurrecion body.

B. House not made with hands

Because thisresurredion body isfrom God, it is hot made with handslike a
tent inthe NT era. It isa supernatural body, not just a natural one. In Col. 2:11 the
same word isused of the spiritual circumcision doneto believers—one done gart
from the hands of a surgeon. It isalso used in Mark 14:58, 9:24 d the temple
made with hands. In Heb. 9:11 thisis clarified as meaning that the temple is “not
of thiscreaion.” That is, it does not belong to the present credion. The resurrec-
tion body is not part of this present credion either.

C. Eternal in the heavens

The resurredion body is not one that istemporal. It isamong the dassof
unseen things of 4:18. This answersto the “eathly” body we have now—we
await a heavenly body! It will be outfitted to handle the glories of heaven.

| don't think thisbody is stting wp in alarge heavenly closet somewhere
awaiting usto put it on, but rather thisverseis sayingthat it will | ast forever and
ever. It isunlike the temporary things of thislife. Anything lasting God must cre-
ate supernaturally.

Conclusion
Other Bible passages ek of thisresurredion body. Most notably among
themis 1 Cor. 15:35-58. It is also mentioned in Rom. 8:29, Phil. 3:21 and 1 John
3:2. Certainly we should conclude from this sdion that it is not wise to focus too
much on our present existence, given its temporary nature. What hope we have!
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