2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 Nothingin Common June 18, 2006

Introduction

Starting in 6:14, the gostle transitions from his apped for reconcili ation with the
believersto an apped to separate themselves from unbeli evers. The two sedions are @mn-
neded, it seemsto this preadier, in that the Corinthian affedions are restricted toward Paul
predsely because of the sin in their midst—in their treament of Paul at least, andaso in
their asociations with untelievers. Sin crowds out gody affedions! Thereis no mystery
here. Sin has an effed and canna beignored or glossed over asif it will have no effed on
our love or pradiceof love toward ather believers.

1. The Command to Practice Separation, v. 14a

Thisis apresent tense imperative, meaning “do nd be, nor become, unequally yoked
with an unteliever.” If you are, stop. If you are nat, dor't start!

The three Engli sh words “unequally yoked together” translate asingle Greek word
that means differently yoked; it isused of draft animals that need a different kind o yoke
becaise they are so dfferent in size and shape; they would be mismated or unevenly
yoked. They simply do nd belong together. It is not just that the animalsdorit pull evenly
together (that istrue), but because of their different size, they do nd even fit together at all.
Unbelievers are redly those without faith in Christ.

Goodill ustrations of this principle mmein the aeas of businesspartnerships or mar-
riage. Thereis no excuse for you to be so impatient that you marry the first posshility that
comes along without knowing with gred certainty that he or sheisabeliever. You know
aheal o timethat you are g suppased to be abeliever yourself and b) you are supposed to
marry abeliever. So dorit get it messed up, or your whole life will turn into a mesd

2. Reason #1 for Separation: Non-Separation is Nonsense, vv. 14b-16
Basicdly what Paul gets acossto hisrealer in this sdionis that beli evers have noth-
ing in common with unkelievers. It doesn’t make sense to be unequally paired with them.

A. Five Questions

He does this by way of five rhetoricd questions:

1. For what fellowship has righteousnesswith lawlessess?

2. Andwhat communion haslight with darkness?

3. Andwhat accord has Christ with Belial?

4. Orwhat part has a believer with an unkeliever?

5.  Andwhat agreement has the temple of God with idols?

The aswer to ead of these questionsis aresoundng NONE! The words printed in
boldface # share similar meanings (partaking, having something in common, sharing,
participation; close asciation, having in common, unity; shared interests, agreement;
share, portion; agreement, union) and indicate that there is absolutely nothing in common
between the items li sted.

If we consider the pairs themselves, we can seefurther how thisis. They are omplete
oppaites. Light and darkness bring bad to mind themes from our study of John's gos-
pdl, 1:4-9 and hav darknesshates the light and daes not comprehend it. Nothing is com-
mon between Christ and Satan. Consider that Jesus is the truth (John 146). Satanisaliar
and the father of it (John 844). The same verse tell s us that Satan is amurderer, but we
know Jesus is the giver of eternal life (John 627, 10:28, 17:2). (Theword Belial isused 16
timesin the OT and orcein the NT. Here it refersto Satan, the Devil . Many times the Bi-
ble talks about people who are sons of Belial, those who leal people astray to ather gods,
who are homosexuals, who are drunkards, who are unbelievers, who despise authority,
who are fodli sh and stubban, who are greedy, who are destined for destruction, who are
liars, and who are worthless) Shoud you pu an idol into the temple of God? Obviously
not. But, incredibly, it was done—Ezekiel 8:3-17 tells of many idols in the Jerusalem tem-
ple. How abominable!

When these things med, thereis a dash, and ore has to win out over the other. The
Bible tells us that ultimately ead of the bad thingsin thislist will be defeaed. Consider
Ps. 5:6, that God hates workers of iniquity (lawlessiessor unrighteousness, or 36:12 that
the workers of iniquity shall fall and nd arise, or 45:7 that he hates wickedness Consider
Col. 1:13 that we ae delivered ou of the power of darkness or 1 John 15-6 where Godis
light, He has no darkness and we caana say that we have fell owship with God if we walk
in darknesswithout being liars! The Light of life has conquered the darknessof deah.
Consider John 1231, 16:11, Rev. 12:9 where Satan is judged and finall y cast out of
heaven. Or consider how after using the ak as agoodluck-charmin 1 Samuel 4, Hophn
and Phineas died, and their father died theredter. 1 Samuel 5:1-7 tell of how the Phili stines
took the ak and pu it in their temple. Their idol-god Dagon fell down flat before the ak
two daysin arow. The Phili stines redi zed that God and hs ark do nd mix with idolatry

B. The Elaboration on the Temple Idea, v. 16

Thefifth and final questionis given alittl e more spacethan the othersin that a short
applicaionisgiven. The temple of God and idols are not agreedle to ore acther, and this
appliesto thereadersin that they (plural you) are wrporately the temple of the Holy Spirit
(1 Cor. 3:16). The gostle gpliesprinciplesfrom Lev. 26:11-12, Jer. 319, 33, 32.38, and
Ezekiel 36:26-27 to the church. While God still promises to acompli sh these things for
Israd, he has dore similarly for the church now. What ablessng!

3. Reason #2 for Separation: Separation Leadsto Blessing, vv. 6:17-7:1

Actudly thefirst reason (that beli evers have nothing in common with urbelievers) is
the basis on which the @mnclusion is made that we shoud be separate from unbelievers.
The mnclusionis cast in the form of an OT quaation. Then God promises that separation
will result in blesdng, also expressed to usin an OT quotation.

A. Renewed Call for Separation, v. 17a
Thisisaquaation from Isaiah 5211. The main ideais repeded threetimes: come
out, be separate, do nd touch the unclean. In ather words, stay far away from sinful stuff!

B. Blessings Resulting from Separation, v. 17b-18

Various OT passages are loosely quated here to demonstrate the blessng that comes
from separating ourselves from sin. These blessngs include that God hes promised to
dwell with us and be our God and all ow usto be his people, and ke our Father, and al ow
usto bereceved as his ©nsand daughters.

C. Application: Cleanse Ourselves, 7:1

Thefull redization o these blessngsis contingent on ou separation from evil. In an
initial sense, we & Christians have become separated, but it behooves us to continue to
continue and improve that separation from evil in ou pradice, for God canna: have fel-
lowship with sin. And so, in light of that, we aetold to dotwo related things:

1. To cleanse. As Chrigtians, we still have sinful tendencies. They need to be continu-
ously cleaned onto eliminate further filth from our flesh and spirit. Thisisa cmprehen-
sive statement. Whatever kind o sinful thing, inside or outside, tangible or intangible—
whatever—has to be deaned ou!

2. To perfed hadliness We dothisin the fea of God. We reverence God. Weredize
that we ae not perfedly holy and can improvein thisarea

Noticethat the Bible gives the reason for usto dothis cleaning and perfeding work:
we shoud doso na in order to be saved, but because we have the promises!

Conclusion

The Bible very clealy teathes sparation: from beli evers smetimes, but from unbe-
lieversal thetime. Chedk yourself out and make sure your associations are nat wrong. If
they are, stop them, because you are not making sense!



Outline of the Doctrine of Separation

When we categorize the teaching of this passage with other passages that refer to
similar truths, we put it under the heading of “separation.” Thisidea comes from the very
word for sanctification, which meansto be set apart. We are set apart in a complete way as
believersin Christ, so much so that we are called saints. We are a so being set apart pro-
gressively as we grow in Christ such that we are “being sanctified.” Thisis sometimes
referred to from a negative perspective as personal separation from doctrinal error and
moral impurity.

Thisidea of separation is extended by the Bible to cover also the entire church body
asagroup, not just individually. Our passagein 2 Corinthians 6 speaks about separation
from unbelievers. This seems relatively obvious, though we will take some time to think
about the details in moment. Romans 15:17 and 2 John 9-11 urge believers to separate
from false teachers and their teaching.

Other Bible passages speak (to some folks' surprise) about separating ou rselves from
fellow (professing) believers. While some ignore this unpleasant part of Christian teach-
ing, severa clear passagesin Scripture do affirm it, and we must heed them because they
are given by inspiration of God. Some object that to follow this ideawould be to break the
unity of the Spirit, or would demonstrate alack of Christian love, or would mean that eve-
ryone would be disciplined out of the church. Such are simply excuses for not following
the clear revealed truth of God. Both separation and unity are taught in the Bible so they
must be able to co-exist; both discipline and Christian love are taught are existing together.
Sometimes the most loving thing to do is exercise discipline; sometimes the only way to
maintain real truth-based unity is to separate from disobedience. And not everyone will end
up being disciplined out of the church for the simple reason that a clear mechanismisin
place to alow for repentance and restoration, and personal forgiveness and overlooking
minor offenses go along way toward avoiding problems.

Asfor the passages that speak about separation from believer s, there are severd that
rise to the surface:

1. Matthew 18:15-17. This passage speaks of a brother and the possibility that he
might need to be treated as a heathen if he refuses to hear the church’s reproof.

2. 1Cor. 5:5,9-13. Some may argue that in verse 5 Paul is speaking of an unbe-
liever because of 6:9-10. But certainly it is the case that Paul is discussing abe-
liever (one called a brother, at least a professing believer) in vv. 9-13. That pas-
sage tells us not even to eat a meal with onewho isin this situation! Why is this
separation necessary? 1 Cor. 15:33 gives us the general principle that bad com-
pany corrupts good habits.

3. 2Thess. 3:6-13, 14-15. Here we are commanded to withdraw from fellowship
from brothers who walk disorderly. This disorderly walk is a general thing, with
a specific example of loafing and not working for aliving. Thisis made even
more general in vv. 14-15, where anyone who does not obey the word of God in
the entire epistle is to be treated similarly, not as an enemy, but for purposes of
admonishing him as a brother.

So that is abrief overview of the doctrine of separation. It should be quite easy to ac-
cept the need for this with respect to unbelievers. We do not want our doctrinal purity or
moral integrity to be damaged. That is the purpose of distancing ourselves from unbeliev-
ers. Of course, we cannot be hermits or monks with the goal of not having any contact with
unbelievers whatsoever, for Paul tells us then that we would need to exit the world (1 Cor.
5:10). MAP

14 Do not be' unequally yoked together? with unbelievers.

For what fellowship* has righteousness with |awlessness?
And what communion® has light with darkness?”

15 And what accord® has Christ with Belial?
Or what part® has a believer®® with an unbeliever?

16 And what agreement™ has the temple of God with idols?

For you®? are the temple™ of the living God.
As God has said:'

“1 will dwell in® them
and walk among them.*®
| will betheir God,
And they shall be My people.

nl7

17 Therefore

“Come out from among them
And be separate, saysthe Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean,
And | will receive you.”*®

18 “I will bea Father®® to you,
And you shall be My sons® and daughters,

! Present tense, imperative. Thisis ageneral precept that has gnomic implications—it is not to be the
case that a believer is associated with an unbeliever.

2 Thisis classified as an adjectival predicate participle. With the ‘to be” helper, thisis a present per i-
phrastic participial construction, equivalent of asimple present imperative.

3 Hereis adative of association. Don't be yoked in association with unbelievers.

4 partaking, having something in common, sharing, participation.

® The answer to each of the five rhetorical questions is a resounding NONE!

© The common koinonia, close association, having in common, unity.

" Light and darkness bring back to mind themes from our study of John’s gospel, 1:4-9.

8 shared interests, agreement.

° share, portion.

1% Here believer and unbeliever are adjectives that stand alone and act as substantives.

1 agreement, union.

2 Thisisplural, asin 1 Cor. 3:16. Thisis different than the individual indwelling of the Spirit taught
in 1 Cor. 6:19-20, Rom. 8:9 (based on the individual physical body mentioned there). It is rather the
fact that the Spirit lives in the corporate body—believers together. Collectively the Corinthians are a
temple of the Spirit, and so it makes no sense to be having idolatrous practices in their midst.

8 Here is an example of a definite predicate nominative that does not have an article before it!

¥ Thereis adirect discourse hoti here, untranslated in the NKJV, though it isindicated by the quote
marks.

%5 Prepositions with or among would be better here. Thisis not talking about indwelling, right?

16 Quote of Lev. 26:11-12.

¥ Quote of Jer. 31:33, 32:38. Ezekiel 36:26-27 mostly reflects the second half of the verse, but the
“tabernacle’ part of that verse does correspond to the “I will dwell in them” part of v. 16.

18 |saiah 52:11. The passage adds the thought that the ones who are addressed are they who carry the
vessels of the Lord. Priests, it sounds like.

® Hereis eis + accusative for the predicate nominative, affected by the fact that it is an OT quotation.
Way too technical for a sermon. The meaning is clear!

? Thisis said to be a quotation of 2 Sam. 7:14, but it seems quite aloose one, adding daughters and
making the sons plural. Also quoted are Jer. 31:1, 9 and Rev. 21:7 for the father/son idea. Other pas-
sages that | found links to include those about the “sonship” idea, asin Phil. 2:15, 1 John 3:1, John
1:12, Rom. 8:14; Gal. 4:5-7.



Says the LorD Almighty.”

7:1 Therefore, having these promises,? beloved, let us cleanse? ourselves from all filt hi-
nes< of the flesh and spirit,?* perfeding® holinessin the fear of God.

These verses are viewed by Paul as sveral promises. There ae one or two, depending on
how youlook at it, in verse 16. And then threerelated exhortations and a promise in verse
17, and ore or two more promisesin verse 18.

2 |nteresting little thought regarding “every promise in the book is mine.” As dispensationalists we
often take promises and make them strictly for one or ancther group. But here we seethat we have
these OT promises as well applying to us.

2 hortatory subjunctive.

2 defilement.

24 Flesh and spirit are comprehensive. It is not like ‘soul” isleft out of the equation here. Anything
external or internal that is defiling has to be removed. Tangible or intangible. Whatever defiles us
defilesin one or both of these two areas.

% Hereisaword that indicates bringing about a state of completion. Our holinesshas me waysto go
yet. Let no one claim “I am holy and have no sin!” Everyone has to make their holinessmore perfect,
morein line with God's perfect standard.

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 Nothing in Common, Part 2 June 25, 2006

Introduction

The last time we looked at this dion d Scripture, we saw that there is one primary
command—to be not unequally yoked together with unlelievers. The Bible then gives two
reasons why we shoud dothis. First, to dsobey this command is norsense. There is noth-
ing in common ketween belief and untelief. They do nd belong together, just as two mis-
matched animals do nd fit ayoke for the farming implement that they are pulling.

The second reason that we shoud be separated from unbeli ef grows out of the first. If
we follow what God heslaid ou logicdly in the Scriptures, and separate ourselves from
unbdlief, then blessng will follow. In light of this, it only makes enseto pursue holiness

1. Separate from Unbélief

We discussed most of the text in 6:14-16 already. However, there ae afew paints that
remain. First, one the five questions regarding fell owship and agreement of the goodwith
the bad is abou Christ with Belial. The question amounts to this: What does Christ have in
common with the Devil ? The axswer is obviously nothing. Consider these mntrasts:

Christ Satan

Truth — John 146 Liar —John 844

Giver of life—John 627, 10:28, 17:2 | Murderer —John 844

Light —John 812 King of darkness— Col. 1:13
Withou sin—2 Cor. 5:21, Heb. 4:15, | With sin— Ezekiel 28:15; John 1715
7:26, 1 Peter 2:22 (the evil one)

Credor —John 13 Destroyer — Rev. 9:11 (Apallyon)

Y et at the same time that these vast diff erences prevail, Satan tries to make himself
look like the Son  God by decet and trickery (2 Cor. 11:4). He tries and will try to make
himself apseudo-Christ (Matt. 24:24).

Ancther point to remember isthat Paul istalking about separation in the sense of
maintenance of doctrinal purity and moral integrity. It hasto dowith complicity and
conformity to evil. Heis obviously not endarsing total norrinteradion with unkelievers (1
Cor. 5:9), for then we would have to die, and we would na be ale to witnessto them.

A third pant is the sticky one—people dways ask, how does this work out? While dl
the possble scenarios canna be outlined here, some instructive example situations can be
given. For one, did you redizethat you might share a meal with an unkeliever, hopng to
be atestimony to that person (as did the Lord in Mark 2:16), while & the same time you
would na share amed with a professng but disobedient believer (1 Cor. 5:10)?

Consider the cae of a city-wide evangelistic outreach sponsored by many churches
in theregion, including Cathdlics, who kelieve in aworks-based salvation. Do you pertici-
pate?The answer is no, because it serioudly tarnishes your doctrinal purity. If you partici-
pate, you would yoking yourself with unkelief. Do your own ouread! “But the numb er of
people we muld readis o large...” you might respond Remember that just becaise
something is big does not mean that God is blessng it! The number of people you help to
decéve would aso belarge. Pragmatics does not drive ministry; Biblicd principle does.

2. The Church-Temple

Some churches today believe in bulding large temples and/or having complicated
priesthoodarrangements. Biblicd Christianity, however, teades that the templeisthe
colledive group d believers (1 Cor. 3:16), aswell asindividual believers (1 Cor. 6:19),
and the beli evers are the priests. Buil dings are not paramourt.

Out of thefifth and final question abou the temple of God heving no agreement with
iddls, the gostle quaes Ezekiel 37:26-27 to prove show that God's dw elli ng placeisright
among his people (natice the pronours them, them, their, they). Since God has nothing in
commonwith idals, neither shoud histemple have idalsin it or any unbelief yoked to it.

The Ezekiel passage spedficdly refers to the mill ennial kingdom and the nation o Is-
rad, but the church gets sme similar benefits today. And thisis where the Bible brings the



application to us—the temple of God should obviously have nothing to do with idols, and
YOU ARE THE TEMPLE! So, follow the command to be separate! Not only that, but you
are supposed to be daves of righteousness, children of light, and in Christ, not given to
|lawlessness, walking in darkness, and acting as a child of Satan. Quit that stuff.

3. Blessingsthat Follow Separation

The blessings that the Bible outlines for us are not the health-and-wealth kind—
neither here nor anywhere else are we promised material blessings or health if wejust do
this or that. Those kinds of promises might gather a crowd of unbelieversto hear motiva-
tional speeches about having your best life now or seeing God's favor poured out upon you
in some carnal way. But very faithful believers have al kinds of problems—they have
financial problems, congenital health problems, etc. These do not mean they lack faith or
are necessarily disobeying God. The blessings here are spiritual in nature—having to do
with our relationship to God, not our relationship to this world’s goods.

A. Three Commands: Come Out, Be Separate, and Do not Touch the Unclean Thing

These phrases are quoted from Isaiah 52:11. In their context, they are a call to God's
people to leave the nations and go back to Jerusalem in the kingdom. His people are res-
cued, so they can leave behind the pagan nations in which they find themselves and head
home. Similarly for believers, we have been delivered from the power of darkness. We
must by necessity depart from sin and live righteously (Rom. 6:2).

May | say, however, that the person who is living in unconstrained fellowship with
darkness has no right to call themselves a believer. When one becomes a believer, here-
pents of the wickedness in which he was formerly held. They “@me out, separate them-
selves, and stop touching the unclean stuff.” In principle, a complete break with sin has
occurred. In practice, of course, this must improve over time. So these verses certainly
apply to unbelieversjust as well asto you Christians. Is there some fellowship you share
with unclean things? Get rid of it!

Touching of unclean things, by the way, was an important notion for those who “bear
the vessels of the Lord” (Isaiah 52:11). Uncleannessiis transferable in God's sight (Haggai
3:11-14). That is why we don’'t want to fellowship with unbelief and sin.

B. ThreeBlessings: God will Receive and be a Father to Us, His Sons and Daughters
Thiswould be easy to understand if the quote from Isaiah were directed to unbeliev-
ers. When one repents and trusts Christ, then he is received into God's family. For abe-
liever, however, the full blessing of God's fatherhood is somewhat mut ed when sinis pre-
sent. This sin hinders fellowship with God. Remember, though we have been made ac-
cepted (shown favor) in the beloved Son (Eph. 1:6), we can still draw nearer (James 4:8).

4, Cleansing and Perfecting - Conclusion

No better conclusion can be written than the one given in 2 Corinthians 7:1. The point
of thisverseisto say that since we have such wonderful promises about a close relation-
ship with God, we need to keep moving in the direction of purity and away from dirtiness
so we can fully enjoy those provisions.

On the negative side, we must cleanse ourselves from sinful things. And not just sin-
ful things, but ALL sinful things. This touches the realm of the flesh and the spirit—it is
comprehensive. Internal or external, tangible or intangible, sinful things must be rooted
out. We must by the Spirit mortify (kill) the deeds of the body (Rom. 8:13).

On the positive side, we must perfect holiness. Don't kid yourself that you are already
perfectly holy as a believer. Not one person reading these notes or sitting under the sound
of the preaching of this passage is perfectly holy in their conduct. If you think you are, you
are deceiving yourself and making God out to be aliar (1 John 1:8, 10). You are not being
humble by any stretch of the imagination, nor submitting to the truth of God. What you are
as asaved person is one treated by God under Christ’s righteousness. Gradually our prac-
tice should be brought into line with what is expected for a child of God. MAP



