2 Corinthians 7:2-7 Honest Care and Comfort July 2, 2006

Introduction

Thetitle for this messsge refleds that there ae two main ideasin this sdion. The
first is Paul’s utmost horesty and Hs care for the church at Corinth; the secondis the com-
fort that he receved at the good rews from there.

1. Appeal for Open Hearts, w. 2-3

A. Right off the bat, we seethe mmmand to open their heats (show love that isunre-
stricted). “Make roomin your heats for us’ isthe point. He gives two reasons why they
shoud doso:

B. Why? Because Paul has nat done anything to restrain them from loving him. This
is adedarative statement that Paul has not wronged, corrupted, or cheaed any other per-
son. His conduct with resped to athers has been with integrity. Thisinvolvesthree aeas:

1. To wrong —to doevil, injure, harm, hurt, damage, cause aloss SeeCol. 3:25and
Matt. 20:13. Acts 7:24-27 westheterm of aphysicd strugdle, and 2 Peter 2:13
regarding the evil of falseteaders. 1 Cor. 6:7-8 refersto the virtue of taking a
wrong instead of taking someone to court. It was adually someone in the Corin-
thian church who hed dore the wrong — 2 Cor. 7:12. Philemon showsiit is poss-
ble for awrong to befixed by a substitute. In ather words, the word is broad,
somewhat more broad even than the verb “to wrong” isin ou own English lan-
guage sinceit can refer to physicd or financia ill -doing or false teading. Paul
did na physicd hurt anyone, he did na sted their money, he did na bring in any
false teating.

2. To corrupt —to ruin, spail, destroy, lead astray. Thistermisused in 1Cor. 3:17 o
onewho cfiles or destroys the locd church (the temple of God) and 1 Cor.
15:33 d the negative dfed of bad company on good character. Rev. 19:2 spe&ks
of the negative dfeds of immorality. Later in 2 Corinthiansit refersto being led
astray from Christ (2 Cor. 11:3). This ssansto have mostly a spiritual kind o
conndation (it's nat graffiti we aetaking abou here). Paul did na defile the
church or bring in immorality or corrupt their charader.

3. To chea — take alvantage of, outwit, defraud. Satan delightsto dothis particularly
with regard to lad of forgivenessin the asmbly (2 Cor. 2:11). Theword is
used of cheaing with someone dse's pouse (1 Thess. 4:6). That amountsto
cheding the person’s ouse and one's own spouwse. Paul certainly has not taken
advantage of anyone in any sense of the word, not even through athers whom he
has nt there (2 Cor. 12:17-18).

The battom line is that Paul was saying, “I did nd bring about the moral or financia
ruin of anyone.” Their were some charging him with that. He avoided huting others, and
there was no Prov. 23:7 dugicity here & if he dheaed them withou them knowing it.

C. Why? Because Paul truly cares for them. Heis not saying al that he said to con-
demn them. The entreay to open their heatsis meant to be helpful, not condemnatory.
When he says “you arein ou heats’ heis sying he caes for them. When someoneisin
your heat, that means you love them. Are your fellow believers “in your heat” in the
sense they shoud be?

2. Reminder About Comfort and Joy, vv. 4-7

Y ou might be aleto imagine yourself in the gostle’'s shoes. He is having problems
in hiswork at the church in Corinth, besides al of the other problems along the way of his
travels (for instance Acts 19 and 1Cor. 15:32 mentions problemsin Ephesus). And he
frankly mentions “all our tribulation” at the end o verse 4. But in the midst of that, he can
still have four positive dtitudes:

1. He maintains bold speed to the Corinthians, saying what is necessary to the &

sembly, even though it hurtsto doso (seg for instance, 7:8).

2. He dso beests ontheir behalf to athers (including Titus, 7:14). He has agrea con-
fidencethat something goodwill happen in Corinth. This confidenceis not mis-
placed, but rather it is placed in God, who can dowonderful work in the church.

3. Heisfill ed with comfort. This ems grangein light of the difficult circumstances
that he finds himsdlf in, and the somewhat pathetic condtion d the churchin
Corinth. We'll seewhy thisin the next verse.

4. Heisvery joyful in the midst of tribulation. The next verses will tell us how.

A. Explanation of the Tribulations, v. 5

Recdl the situation that Paul had been in Ephesus for a stretch of several yeas (Acts
20:31). During that time he had made the short “painful” visit to Corinth and returned to
Ephesus. The difficulty there was one thing that made dterationsto histravel plans neces-
sary. He wrote them the “severe” letter from Ephesus, sent by the hand o Titus, and ex-
peded to hea badk from Titus what happened as a result. Paul wasto mee himin Troas.
Soin Acts 20:1 the Bible tell s us that Paul |eft Ephesus for Maceloria. He went via Troas.
2 Cor. 2:12tellsus abou his gay in Troas and he preadied the gospel there briefly but did
not find Titus. 2:13 goes onto say that he left for Macadoniato try to find Titus. Finaly in
7:6 wefind ou that Paul finally did find Titus and heard news abou the situation there.

Along the way of thislong journey, Paul was weay (our bodes had norest). On
every side he experienced problems. No matter where he turned, there was perseaution for
his outer man, and dstressfor hisinner man (2:13). 2 Cor. 11:28 tells us about thisinner
care—his burden for the churchesthat he planted.

B. Explanation of Comfort and Joy, vv. 6-7

Despite dl of these problems, Paul tellsusfirst, and urequivocdly, that God com-
fortsthe downcast. The seoondthing Paul saysisthat God dd his comforting work in this
case by the coming of Titus. In other words, God used some human meansto convey his
comfort to the gostle. Noticethat the cnnedion ketween these two things points out a
third truth, and that is that we shoud see the hand of God behind things even if they may
not seem on the surfaceto be God' s work. Many people would look at Titus coming to
Paul and say, “Wéll, there is nat much remarkable éou that!” But Paul thought it was
remarkable, in that he saw the hand of God comforting him through Titus. Paul’s comfort
came from a chain of three eents:

1. Titus' arrival. Any fea that Paul may have had for Titus' traveling safety was al-
layed naw that he saw Titus and found ot he was well. His arrival also meant
that Paul would shortly find ou what was happening in Corinth.

2. Titus himself was consoled by the Corinthians.

3. This comfort in turn Titus passed onto Paul to comfort him.

Notice how the truth of 2 Cor. 1:3-4 comesto life: God comforts us, that we can com-
fort others with that same cmfort. Here, Titus was comforted by God through the things
happening in Corinth, and he passed that on to the gastle. And so the letter comes full
circle from where it started. Actually we muld say that the first 7 chapters of 2 Corinthians
are dl abou thistheme of divine cmfort in the midst of strained relations and trials.

There were threethings exhibited by the Corinthians that were positi ve:

1. Earnest desire. This probably refers to their desire to make things right. Some sug-
gest that thiswas their desire to seethe gostle Paul again.

2. Mourning. Thisword isvery rarein the NT. It occursin Mat. 2:18 abou the lamen-
tation and mourning that occurred in Bethlehem and the surroundng communi-
tieswhen Herod hed the yourg children kill ed. Thisisaserious word, indicaing
amourning for sin. They understoodthat they were wrong.

3. Zed. Anintense desire to follow Paul’ sinstructions in order to make things right.

Conclusion
The Bible talks about sincere love in this passage. Paul’ slove and opennesslealsto a
goodresponrse from the Corinthians. Thankfully, God' s comfort then comesto Paul. MAP



