
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "Dili gence and Negligence" 
 2 Peter 1:10-14 
 
Introduction 
1.  God has made enormous provisions for the child of God.  Specifically, Peter is directed by the 
Holy Spirit to record two of these: power (v. 3) and promises (v. 4). 
 
2.  The promises of the Lord evoke an exhortation to flesh out the faith of the true believer.  Actually, 
this perfectly furnishes faith to demonstrate its reality (vv. 5-7). 
 
3.  In a real sense, if faith is unfurnished, it indicates the individual is blind, short-sighted, and has 
forgotten his confession to be purged from sin (v. 9).  On the other hand, when faith is furnished 
properly as described (vv. 5-7), the individual is neither idle nor unfruitful in his knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus. 
 
4.  It is just here that there is advanced exhortation which is entirely logical.  Peter adds a course of 
action with the one earlier urged on true believers. 
 
A.  BELIEVERS: GIVE DILIGENCE vv. 10, 11 
 
    In the light of the previous verses (3-9, Peter writes a "wherefore."  Moreover, he refers to his 
readers as "brethren," the only such application in his writings.  "Give dili gence" is an aorist 
imperative with an ingressive significance i.e. "become dili gent."  Nowhere in Scripture is a believer 
considered passive in the matters pertaining to saving faith.  The faith that saves works!  No wonder 
Peter writes "give more dili gence." 
 
    1.  To be someone 
        The adverb "some" suggests a legal guarantee.  It is used of a buyer who wants a seller to give 
genuine assurance should a third party claim something.  Obviously, the matters concerned here have 
no question with God.  He is the One who is active, but the "making sure" relates to the believer.  The 
middle voice of the infinitive verb aff irms this.  Why shouldn't a child of God participate in the 
assurance process?! 
 
        a.  Because of one's calli ng 
            This is obviously a reference to God's divine call to salvation (cf. John 6:44).  It is balanced in 
God's Word (cf. John 6:37, 39, 40).  Calli ng in the Word is heavenly (Heb. 3:1), holy (1 Pet. 1:15), 
hopeful (Eph. 1:18), and high (Phil . 3:14).  Let's not diminish this glorious truth, rather, make it sure! 
 
        b.  Because of one's election 
            This word makes one a partaker.  Only a sovereign infinite God could make claim to this sort 
of activity and He does (Rom 8:29, 30; Eph. 1:4).  Make it sure! 
 
Note (1):  In thinking of one's calli ng, election and assurance, consider these items:  1) Do not speak 
with levity about them.  2) Do not be presumptuous.  Trust the Word.  3)  Do not think you must be 
perfect.  Our salvation is utterly perfect, but we are not this side of heaven! 
 

Note (2):  How may one experience assurance?  1)  Accept the objective facts of the Bible (John 
3:16).  2)  Fill out your faith as exhorted (vv. 5-7).  3)  Expect the witness of the Holy Spirit (1 John 
5:9). 
 
     2.  To do something 
         Act and practice are like believe and do.  The present active participle here aff irms "for doing 
these things" (just suggested in v. 10), assurance absolutely (by use of double negative and a particle) 
is given against falli ng or stumbling in one's faith.  That is a mark of stabilit y. 
     3.  To go somewhere 
         Gloriously faith is provided for believers (vv. 3, 4).  The child of God is responsible to fully 
furnish his faith (vv. 5-7).  Now comes the reward: 
 
         a. A rich furnishing 
            The verb "ministered" is the same as "add" in v. 5.  Hence, in noting the results of a careful 
dili gent attention to the exhortation given, this rich furnishing follows. 
 
        b.  An entrance into the kingdom 
            This kingdom is everlasting and belongs to "our Lord" and "Saviour" Who is "Jesus Christ."  
The kingdom of our blessed God may be understood as that which is 1) Eternal in the past.  He is 
forever the King.  2)  Mystery in the present.  The kingdom is covert and not overt today.  3)  
Manifested in the future.  This will be when Jesus Christ reigns 1000 years with Jerusalem as the 
world capital.  4)  Everlasting in eternity.  Someday, every knee shall bow -either in hell or heaven.  
That day will surely come.  Oh, thanks be unto God for the assurance available to participate in His 
kingdom--our Lord and Saviour; my Lord and Saviour!! 
 
B.  PETER:  NOT NEGLIGENT vv. 12-14 
 
    1.  To give remembrance 
        It is Peter's intention (some MSS) to jog the memory of his readers.  For the fourth time Peter 
uses "these things" (vv. 8, 9, 10, 12).  Repetition surely is a good teacher.  The present tense infinitive 
notes continued action in reminding.  It is remarkable that Peter aff irms that reminding is necessary 
even though (concessive) his readers know (perfect active participle) and stand established (perfect 
passive participle) in the truth then present in them.  Reminding makes believers stronger! 
 
    2.  To stir up remembrance 
        The verb to "stir up" is a present active infinitive meaning to wake out of sleep (cf. Mark 4:39).  
For Peter it is a duty, a righteous act to do this so long as he is alive.  He knows (v. 14) that he will 
soon put off (cf. 2 Cor. 5:3, 4) his tabernacle (tent a symbol of the physical body).  This knowledge is 
direct revelation to Peter from the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. John 21:18, 19).  Ah, that's it--always 
recognize yourself as a dying man speaking to dying people! 
 
CONCLUSION  What an amazing passage this is.  The believer is to leave no doubts in his own 
mind about his relationship to God.  Moreover, Peter counts it as a deep responsibilit y, whether alive 
or about to die, to remind believers to make sure they have assurance of salvation.  God help us all to 
really KNOW!   
       


