
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "Fables or Facts" 
 2 Peter 1:15-18 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Memory is an important aspect in the writing of this letter of Second Peter.  At least the term is 
found three times in as many verses (cf. 1:12, 13, 15). 
 
2.  Why such an emphasis on remembrance?  Several reasons: a.  We tend to forget. b.  Big difference 
between being aware and actually knowing.  c.  Memory needs to be aroused all the time and 
disciplined. 
 
3.  Part of the function of the preacher (church) is to remind the congregation of fundamental eternal 
truths, e.g. li fe, its nature and purpose as recorded in the Bible.  God help us to keep in our memories 
the precepts of His Word. 
 
4.  Now Peter's readers were actual believing people who had diff iculties.  Not much different than 
us!  They needed to be encouraged, established, and strengthened.  So do we!  To accomplish this, 
Peter records God's revelation to him, given by inspiration, and therefore full of authority.  This 
record is extrapolated (extended) in five ways: 
 
1.  RECORD: its authentication 
 
    This is a negative matter with Peter.  He does not appeal to the exalted nature of his teaching nor to 
his personal experience.  Indeed, he states unequivocally that fables or myths are not the basis for his 
record.  The Jews had an imaginative expose' of the O.T.  The Greeks are known for their mythology. 
 
    The words Peter employs show that he and the apostles did not play the sophist or invent 
something cleverly.  Indeed, the verb "follow" really means to follow out, closely, or be in pursuit of. 
 It is a strong compound only here and in 2:2, 15. 
 
    In short, Peter says his record is nothing but the FACTS!  That's something! 
 
2.  RECORD: its summation 
 
    The main verb here is "to make known."  This is direct revelation through Peter to his readers.  
(Note: there is NO direct revelation today.  The Bible IS God's only revelation to man). 
 
    Peter "made known" two specifics which relate to the Lord Jesus Christ: a. His power.  Probably a 
reference to His powerful coming.  This is a reference to His 2nd coming with power (cf. 2 Thess. 
1:7-10).  b. His coming.  The noun used here denotes the actual presence of the Lord.  By virtue of 
the context the reference is to His second coming to the earth.  (Also referred to as His revelation or 
invasion, Rev. 19:11-16). 
 
 
 

3.  RECORD: its attestation 
 
    Ah, this is absolutely awesome.  As opposed to fables etc., Peter claims facts.  What facts?  Those 
which were seen with his own very eyes, hence the word "eyewitnesses."  This is what he, James and 
John "became."  The root of this word was used of those who attained the 2nd degree of an initiate in 
the Eleusinian mysteries.  This related to the witnessing of the sacred rites of marriage between Zeus 
and Demeter. 
 
    Of what was Peter an eyewitness?  The text records "His majesty."  Actually, the demonstrative 
pronoun "that" is in the original.  It was a special majesty (cf. Luke 9:43; Acts 19:27--only other uses 
in the N.T.). 
 
4.  RECORD: its corroboration 
 
    The Lord Jesus in the display of "that" unusual "majesty," received from God the Father both honor 
and glory.  This is absolutely fantastic.  It relates to our Lord's Servanthood (therefore "honor") and 
His Kingship (therefore "glory").  No wonder Daniel includes 7:14. 
 
    The point is clear: the record of Peter and the apostles is no way near a myth, an allegory, a fable.  
It is all FACT! 
 
5.  RECORD: its confirmation 
 
    Here is the apex of the entire issue.  The vision of the eyewitnesses is associated with a voice.  
What a voice it is!  Note what is indicated about the voice: a.  The fact of it.  The aorist passive verb 
points to this "which came" or "was borne."  b.  The origin of it.  This "such" voice came from the 
"excellent (majestic) glory.  This is probably a reference to the "Shekinah" glory (cf. Ex. 40:34-38; 
see also 16:10; Num. 14:10; Eph. 1:4; Mt. 17:5).  c.  The words of it.  The actual articulated words, 
given by direct revelation from God, are recorded.  They were "heard," an aorist active indicative 
verb. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
    Peter's intent to remind his readers of the basic facts of the Gospel message is supported entirely on 
FACTS, eyewitness FACTS, FACTS which were heard.  To enforce this, he states the voice heard 
came (was borne) from heaven.  Not at some bedroom scene, but rather, at the very time Peter, James, 
and John were present (being with) with Jesus Christ in the mountain, a mountain described as "holy" 
by the majestic glory it displayed (cf. Ezek. 28:14). 
 
    The authority for our message, then, is grounded solidly upon an eyewitness account.  It's fact and 
not fable!  Hallelujah! 


