
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "The Dawn and the Daystar" 
 2 Peter 1:19-21 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  The central tenets of the Christian faith are provided by Peter (1:3, 4).  What a 
marvelous provision of God! 
 
2.  Complementary to a true faith, the believer is to furnish his faith with seven incredible 
items.  These demonstrate a living faith and make it to be perfectly balanced (l:5-9). 
 
3.  The matters of practical verification of ones real faith are the subject of a constant 
reminder (1:12, 13, 15).  Oh, how memory needs to be aroused and disciplined! 
 
4.  The question is then raised by Peter--how do we know all of this teaching is true?  The 
answer is three fold: a.  Fact of apostolic witness (l:16-18).  b.   Fact of divine (1:10, 21) 
revelation.  c.  Fact of fulfill ed prophecy (1:19).  All of these demand a heeding in the heart 
until the 2nd coming of Christ. 
 
5.  The fact of the apostolic witness has been studied.  It relates to the eye witness account 
of the transfiguration.  Incredible experience of His majesty (1:16).  Look now at the other 
two issues which guarantee spiritual certitude.  Study them this way: 
 
1.  Something to KNOW vv. 20, 21a 
 
    The verb "know" is a present participle which agrees with the verb "do" in v. 19.  It is 
doing a good thing to "know."  Indeed, knowledge is the great safeguard against falsehood 
and it supports steadfast Christian belief!  Two essentials are set out to know by experience: 
 
    a.  Origination of prophecy v. 20 
 
        The verb "is" really means to become or originate.  It is the same word used of our 
Lord in John 1:14 and rendered "become."  This is an enormously important matter. 
 
        Now, prophecy is Scripture i.e. it is a part of the holy writings of God.  Let's not 
demean the study of prophecy as a dangerous and unknown matter.  Rather, it is like the 
study of salvation, a study of the Scriptures, the Word of God. 
 
        The statement is patent: prophecy is not of one's own (private in KJV) interpretation or 
disclosure (cf. Acts 4:34; 19:39).  The word used is only found here in the N.T.  There is 
utterly no determination of one's own for prophetic Scripture!  So be it! 
 
    b.  Production of prophecy v. 21a 
 
        The verb "came" is an aorist passive form of the verb "to bear."  Thus, not only the 
origination (v. 20), but the actual production of prophetic Scripture is not the result of the 

will of man.  Thus prophecy is neither self-started nor will -of-man started. 
 
2.  Something to BELIEVE v. 21b 
 
    The adversative "but" is in strong contrast with the two negatives "no" and "not" (vv. 20, 
21).  Hence, Peter urges his readers to believe the prophetic Scripture comes via: 
 
    a.  Holy men of God speaking. 
        The preposition used with "holy men" does not suggest ultimate source, but separation 
"from."  The holy men, therefore, are the instruments used.  Clearly they "spoke" the word. 
 
    b.  Holy Spirit of God moving. 
 
        The present passive participle of the verb is employed with the preposition indicating 
direct agency.  Thus, while holy men "spoke" (aorist), they were in fact "born along" 
(present passive) by the direct agency of the Holy Spirit. 
 
3.  Something to ACKNOWLEDGE v. 19a 
 
    The initial word of this verse is rendered "also."  There is not a single effort to diminish 
the apostolic witness.  What is set forth here is something more! 
 
    The "something more" is the word of prophecy made more sure.  The predicate 
accusative comparative adjective and the definite article with the noun "word" suggest this 
rendering of the phrase.  This is an incredible statement.  It means that O.T. prophetic 
testimony is more convincing than even the voice heard at the transfiguration.  Peter states: 
the long line of prophetic Scriptures, fulfill ed in so many ways, are a mightier form of 
evidence than the account of one single event in the experience of Peter on the mount. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Finally, there is something to HEED (v. 19b).  The verb "heed" is parallel with "know" (v. 
20).  It is a present participle and implies the word "mind" i.e. it is something to do well  and 
means to hold your mind to.  Now that is important.  Why ?  By taking heed to the 
prophecy of Scripture, it is like following a light or lamp in a dark place.  The "dark" place 
is literally darkness associated with squalor, dryness, and neglect.  The verb "heed" is 
linked with "in your hearts."  Heed must be given "until " the day star breaks through the 
gloom.  What a blessed phrase speaking of the second coming of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  May He come TODAY!  Amen. 
       


