
THE BOOK OF 2 PETER 
“That I May Know Him” -- as Supplier 

Phili ppians 3:10; 2 Peter 1:3-10 
 
Introduction 
1.  It is basic to know Him as Saviour.  But don’ t stop there.  It is a part of the Saviourhood 
of the Lord to be your Sanctifier.  However, the godly life is not wimpy -- it has 
convictions, hence Christ is to be known as Sustainer. 
 
2.  Should you feel weak or unable to take all of this, remember that God has totally 
provided for you (2 Pet. 1:3): 
     a.  Generously.  “Has given” is a perfect middle participle. 
 
     b.  Adequately.  “All things for li fe and godliness.”  This is too wonderful for words! 
 
     c.  Mediately.  “Through the knowledge of Him.”  The reference is to an intimate 
knowledge of God. 
 
     d.  Salvicly.  “Who has called us” to/by His own glory and virtue (i.e. His Person). 
 
3.  “Because of this” (so Greek for “and beside this” in v. 5) marvelous gracious provision 
by God (vv. 3, 4), the Lord extends a gracious exhortation (vv. 5-7).  The exhortation rests 
on two verbs: a.  “Giving all dili gence.”  This is an aorist participle and could be translated 
“having brought in by the side of all dili gence.”  b.  “Add to your faith.”  The aorist 
imperative verb here means to give more than is provided.  In fact, the verb was used in the 
Greek tragedies.  Someone selected by the state was obliged to defray all the expenses for 
training and maintenance.  The chorus was fitted out abundantly so as to put on a “perfect” 
performance, so even the believer is to furnish his faith to have a “perfect” whole. 
 
NOTE: The participle and imperative verbs make clear that to know Him by grace through 
faith, is only the beginning.  Faith is not to be viewed as something ethereal.  Rather, it is 
something very practical and experiential.  The basic ingredient by which you become a 
believer (faith )is to be outfitted.  This, therefore, urges you to see your relationship with 
the Lord as active not passive; synergistic, not monergistic. 
 
4.  The list of items with which “ faith” is to be outfitted or fleshed out may be conveniently 
divided into three groups: 
 
1.  Faith in DESCRIPTION v. 5  
     a.  Virtue.  To some this word is a reference to excellence of character.  But in this 
context it means vigorous action.  Moral power is latent.  Believers are to see to it that their 
faith is living, energetic, manly, active!  It is not to be passive, lethargic, or a curious sort of 

waiting, but something stirred up and alert.  Faith is feet in action doing the revealed will of 
God.  Amen! 
 
     b.  Knowledge.  The faith described above is to be governed by insight, understanding, 
and intelli gence.  What is stated here is a call for a controlled vigorous faith.  Intelli gent 
understanding is necessary with which to furnish virtuous faith.  God’s ways are surely to 
be known in your active, alert, intelli gent faith. 
 
2.  Faith in DISPOSITION v. 6 
     a.  Temperance.  This conveys “self control.”  If you furnish faith with this, you will not 
allow passions to take over, but they will be kept well i n subjection.  The Stoics taught that 
knowledge removes restraint and gives licence to excessive passions.  Here, knowledge is 
not divorced from ethics.  Temperance is not a product of fear or mere submission to 
authority.  Rather, it is accompanied by and rises from knowledge. 
 
     b.  Patience.  True faith has this added feature.  It does not break under test.  
Steadfastness of purpose does not give up easily.  It goes for gold!  Whether problems are 
within or without, we must go on and be vigorous and self-controlled. 
 
3.  Faith in DETERMINATION vv. 6, 7 
     a.  Godliness.  Here is the primary relationship with God.  It must be kept in mind 
always!  As the most surpassing relationship, it supersedes all others. 
 
    b.  Brotherly love.  To furnish this to your faith is to relate believers one to another.  
What a fili al bond -- in Christ.  Deficiencies do arise among the saints.  They really are 
inevitable, but they should not give rise to cleavages.  True Bible faith is outfitted with love 
within the family of God.  This is not to minimize doctrinal purity, but it does accent proper 
relationships by the Holy Spirit. 
 
    c.  Love.  The previous word is limited to the family while this is broader and is to be 
exhibited to all . 
 
Conclusion  Let’s face it, these statements about personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ are 
not to be slighted.  God’s exhortations -- by an imperative (!) -- are an expression of His 
mind to our minds.  IF these are “ in” you and “abound” you will neither be barren (idle) nor 
unfruitful in (reaching forward) the knowledge (intimate!!) of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. that 
I may know Him) (v. 8).  IF these are not yours, you are blind and short sighted.  Moreover, 
you  have forgotten your redemption from your old sins (pre-conversion days).  How 
horrible.  Oh, friend, faith which is unfurnished needs a re-evaluation.  It needs to be 
checked out.  Therefore, positively make sure your faith is real (v. 10).  This is the kind of 
faith to make known.  Glory to God.  

 


