
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "Marks of False Teachers" 
 2 Peter 2:10-16 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  False prophets and teachers are patently identified (vv. 1-3).  Their phoney arguments are designed 
to exploit the people of God who are treated as merchandise from whom easy money can be taken (cf. 
Acts 20:33, 34). 
 
2.  That the end of these false persons is with punishment is also clearly stated.  See "swift 
destruction" (v. 1), "judgment" (v. 3) and "punished--day of judgment" (v. 9). 
 
3.  Examples of false situations are given in the text.  Look at angels (v. 4), the antediluvian world (v. 
5) and the cities of the plain (vv. 6-8).  Noah and Lot stand in huge contrast with these examples (vv. 
5, 7, 8). 
 
4.  A great principle is recorded (v. 9).  This verse is like a hinge.  It swings to what precedes and to 
what follows.  God does deliver the godly and He does reserve for judgment the wicked! 
 
5.  The verses of our text return to state the marks of false teachers.  Depending on how the list is set 
up, it is at once long and detailed.  Consider the following descriptive words. 
 
1.  Their WALK v. 10. 
 
    The present tense participle "walk" points to a practice of behavior.  The place is right on the heels 
of the flesh.  Here is blatant carnality.  Moreover, it is in the sphere of lust or passions of pollutions, 
uncleanness, defilements.  This is outright dirty stuff!  Too long has evil been described in white 
gloves.  We need to say it as it is--wickedness unabashed! 
 
2.  Their THOUGHTS v. 10. 
 
    The verb despise means to "think down upon.."  Again the present tense participle shows a practice 
and not just an eruption of thought.  It is something persistent (cf. Mt. 6:24).  The noun government 
may relate to dominions, or lordship.  It may well refer to the Father or Christ (cf. Col. 1:16; Eph. 
1:21; Jude 8).  What is either mundane or spiritual authority is frowned upon.  How terrible, 
especially if in reference to deity. 
 
3.  Their DARING v. 10. 
 
    Some render the word "presumptuous."  The word is only found here in the N.T.  It suggests 
pushing things to the limit or precipice.  Rather than being considerate, understanding, and acting 
with wisdom, action is taken without sound basis.  This is a substantive and not a verb. 
 
4.  Their SELF-WILL v. 10. 
 
    This is an adjective combining the pronoun for self and the word for personal delight or self-

pleasing.  It smacks of arrogance.  The term is only found here and in Titus 1:7 in the N.T.  It 
expresses a self-loving spirit and suggests a person who will do anything to please self.  It is a sort of 
hedonism (living for pleasure). 
 
5.  They BLASPHEME v. 10, 11. 
 
    This interesting phrase points out they show no honor for authority.  Literally, they do not tremble 
as they practice blasphemy!  The dignities indicated may actually be evil angels, but it seems certain 
they are spiritual powers.  Knowing their might, it is well to tackle them in God's strength.  Human 
beings are not equipped to engage them in conflict alone! 
 
    This behavior is complemented by the comment of v. 11.  Angels, who have great strength and 
abilit y do not engage in the activities of false teachers.  They know better (cf. Jude 9).  When involved 
with what is recorded here, it is all i n the Lord's presence.  This is no time nor place for attempting to 
do what angels fear to do. 
 
6.  They ACT IRRATIONALLY v. 12. 
 
    What a verse this is.  False teachers actually are construed to be mere animals without reasoning.  
Animals are to be taken and destroyed.  These are like such animals but they blaspheme (cf. v. 10) in 
things or matters whereof they are ignorant.  They profess to be experts and are in fact loud 
ignoramuses.  This sort of behavior of destruction will actually bring about their destruction.  The 
twofold use of destroy or corruption is significant.  Here is a direct statement.  Such persons shall 
utterly be corrupt in their own corruption!  There is no doubt about their fearful end! 
 
7.  They ARE REWARDED v. 13. 
 
    The false teachers are destined to receive the hire of wrong-doing.  They count luxuries in the 
daytime a pleasure i.e. their chief good.  In fact, they are spots (cf. Jude 23) and blemishes to the 
cause of Christ.  They luxuriate while deceiving others, yet deceive themselves.  As they feast, these 
sensualists convert the love feasts into a revel (cf. 1 Cor. 11:21).  They are experts in deceit.  They 
make the love feasts to subserve their own self-indulgent purposes.  What a reward, payment, wage! 
 
8.  They are SEXUALLY IMMORAL v. 14. 
 
    Here is a vivid picture of a man who cannot look at a woman without lascivious thoughts toward 
her.  He is unable to stop his evil !  Here is insatiable lust. 
 
    Sadly, he entices or catches by bait others who are unstable or unsteadfast.  They have a heart 
exercised (gymnastic training) in covetousness or covetous practices.  They are children devoted to 
cursing. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Like Balaam (vv. 15, 16) these evil men take four downward steps: 1.  They forsake the right way.  2. 
 They go astray.  3.  They follow the way of Balaam.  4.  They love the wages of unrighteousness.  
What a trail of godlessness and evil ! 


