
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "The Emptiness of False Teaching" 
 2 Peter 2:17-22 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Get the context in mind, then study the passage.  There is the way of the false teachers 
(vv. 1-3).  Then comes some examples (angels, antediluvian period and Noah, cities of the 
plain and Lot)--all i n vv. 4-9.  The great swing verse 9 is a fantastic summary of God's 
faithfulness to the believers and punishment to the non believer.  Finally, the marks of the 
false teachers are recorded (vv. 10-16). 
 
2.  In four striking statements, Peter by inspiration makes bold assertions about false 
teachers.  He states: 
 
    a.  They forsake the right way.  The present tense of the verb shows that this continued 
action is evidence that they are not for real.  Departure from sound doctrine, biblical 
practice, and godly living indicates a clear apostasy! 
 
    b.  They went astray.  This aorist passive verb tells the story.  Moved by diabolic forces, 
these are led astray to error.  This is an abandonment of the truth.  Again, here is a specific 
statement of apostasy and deceit. 
 
    c.  They followed the way of Balaam.  This aorist active participle shows the extent to 
which false teachers will go. 
 
   N.B. 1) The way of Balaam (here).  This concerns Balaam's thrust for honor and wealth 
from his wizardry.  He wanted to market his gift of prophecy.  The service of God is at 
question here. 
 
        2)  The error of Balaam (Jude 4).  This concerns a misunderstanding of the blessing of 
God upon Israel.  Though sinful, God would not curse Israel.  The grace of God is at 
question here. 
 
        3)  The doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14).  This concerns the teaching of Balaam to 
Balak about how to corrupt Israel, a people whom God would not curse.  The holiness of 
God is at question here. 
 
    d.  They loved the wages of unrighteousness.  This aorist verb also aff irms how false 
teachers actually are willi ng to be hired for the sake of enrichment even though it involves 
unrighteousness.  Heaven help us!  Think of using the ministry to collect the wages of 
wickedness!  That is something incredible. 
 
3.  The above ought to be enough to discourage anyone from false teachers and teaching.  
Hold on, there is more evidence against them.  The key issue is they are empty. 
 
 

1.  Their  emptiness is COMPARED 
    a.  To waterless springs 
 
        The KJV has "wells", but the Greek is better rendered "springs" (cf. John 4:14) where 
the change would give vividness to Christ's metaphor which is of an ever upleaping, living 
fountain. 
 
    b.  To waterless clouds 
 
        This is better understood to mean "mists" which are driven by a squall (cf. Mark 4:37; 
Luke 8:23; also see Eph. 4:14). 
 
    c.  To fearful darkness. 
 
        This is a description of the fog of confusion, the mist of dark deception which 
describes a doom which has been reserved (perfect passive participle). 
 
2.  Their emptiness is STATED 
 
    a.  By how they speak. 
 
        Swelli ng words really means they use fine phrases which have no meaning.  "Vanity" 
means empty and vain. 
 
    b.  By how they allure. 
 
        The verb means to catch by bait.  It is an appropriate verb for Peter, the fisherman.  
Regretfully, those who are allured through the desire of the flesh and licentiousness 
(wantonness) had just slightly or begun to escape from those who live in error.  It is the 
"baby believer" who is affected and infected by the false teaching.  How horrible. 
 
    c.  By how they promise. 
 
        So the false teachers give great promises of liberty that is license, yet what happens is 
the one who listens to false teaching becomes a slave of corruption!  Note the perfect 
passive verb for bondage!  V. 20 in no way is against eternal security.  Profession of a 
position does not necessarily mean possession!  To turn from the truth professed and 
becoming entangled in falsehood again is worse than never having heard or known the 
truth.  Apostasy, then, is worse than outright unbelief due to lack of knowledge! 
 
Conclusion 
False teachers and their followers are like a dog who is marked by internal pollution. He 
returns to what he rejected as foul that it becomes food again.  Or like a pig which has 
external washing and then turns again to the mud which soils it.  False teaching does not 
regenerate people.  Rather, it deceives, damns, and destroys.  God have mercy!    


