
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "God's Absolute Sovereignty" 
 2 Peter 2:9 
 
WHAT has preceded? 
 
It is patently clear that there are false prophets and teachers.  They bring in destructive 
heresies, deny the Lord who bought them, and bring swift destruction upon themselves 
(2:1).  Moreover, they provoke others to follow them.  In the end, God's truth is blasphemed 
(2:2).  At the core of things is a trade of the potential believers in Christ.  Judgment seems 
at a distance, but God will surely bring it upon false belief systems (2:3)! 
 
HOW judgment is ill ustrated. 
 
The case of fallen angels (2:4) the antediluvian population (2:5) and the burning of the 
cities of the plain, Sodom and Gormorrha, are evident examples that God does punish sin 
(2:6, 9).  Noah and Lot are noted to show their difference from the majority. 
 
PRINCIPLES gained from the text of Scripture. 
 
1.  The believers small number is a real test.   
    The fact of Noah being one of eight and Lot and his small family are incredible notations 
of severe trial for the righteous! 
 
2.  The believers stand apart from the non-believers. 
    While we don't like to be the odd man out, this is a fact of li fe.  Noah and Lot were 
different!  It is supposed to be this way--consider the Reformers, the Puritans, the early 
American settlers, and the Methodists. 
 
    It is diff icult to understand those professing Christians who are afraid to be too good or 
too holy!  Christians have had an influence on society because of what they stand for.  To 
be otherwise is muddled thinking. 
 
3.  The believers are expected to be troubled and concerned people. 
    The present state of things should move us as Noah and Lot.  We should build arks.  We 
should be vexed!  We should warn, plead, tell of coming judgment.  We should give an 
example of what it means to be a true Christian. 
 
NOW add this 
 
Peter is used of the Spirit to write this epistle to encourage believers faced with severe tests 
and false teachings.  There is the danger of feeling utter hopelessness and futilit y because 
the power of evil i s so great.  What encouragement do we have to continue standing for the 
Truth no matter what the world may be doing? 
 
We have God's Word.  Read it: Rom. 8:28-30.  This is a far cry from the popular notions: 
everything will be all right; hold on, things will change; troubles are only temporary.  The 

need of the hour is not "something wonderful, something good is going to happen to you," 
but learn the DOCTRINE of Scripture!  Therefore, what does Scripture say here?  It aff irms 
God's sovereignty in three incredible ways: 
 
    1.  By HIS absolute POWER. 
 
        This is stated by a finite verb followed by an infinitive which is rendered "The Lord 
knows how."  It is not Christ or chaos, but chaos and Christ.  They are not alternatives for 
Christ is always above chaos.  God can and will produce His own purpose.  Since, however, 
evil i s very prevalent, how does God really exercise His power?  This poses the whole 
problem of evil .  About evil , let it be said: 
 
        a.  God permits evil .  This is a mystery, but nonetheless true.  Read Ezek. 28:11-19. 
 
        b.  God controls evil .  The Book of Job, Rom. 13, and the study of revivals show God 
checks evil .  It is within God's boundaries. 
 
            So, God still knows HOW! 
 
    2.  By HIS absolute RIGHTEOUS JUSTICE 
 
        How does God exercise this? 
 
        a.  Immediately.  There is always a sense of shame and guilt , albeit not admitted, that 
comes with sin (cf. Rom 2:14, 15).  The transgressor's way is hard (Prov. 13:15).  The 
classic example is Luke 15:11-32. 
 
        b.  Ultimately.  The verb "reserved" here tells the story.  There will be swift 
destruction (2:1, 3).  The final step will be the Day of judgment.  There is a final day of 
accountabilit y (Rev. 20:11-15). 
 
    3.  By His absolute LOVE 
 
        The bottom line is this:  God's love will not allow sin and evil to vitally harm us as 
believers (John 10:28, 29). 
 
        a.  Through deliverance.  This is what the text aff irms: God knows how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation.  Hallelujah! 
 
        b.  Through separation.  Since believers are not classed with the unrighteous, they will 
not be punished ultimately (Psa. 1:4; Rom. 8:1). 
 
Conclusion  
It is up to us to acknowledge the Lord as our only hope for eternity.  It is up to us to 
separate ourselves from the unrighteous and live to the glory of God.  Amen.     
     
 


