
 EXPOSITIONS OF 2 PETER 
 "What About the Day of the Lord?" 
 2 Peter 3:10-13 
 
LEAD-UP 
 
1.  The initial emphasis in this chapter is the Word of God.  Both the O.T. and the N.T. are enjoined 
(vv. 1, 2).  While this is Peter's second epistle, under the Spirit's inspiration, he has underscored the 
Bible in both epistles (cf. 2:2, 18, 20, 21). 
 
2.  The second major emphasis in this chapter is the Work of God.  This includes creation (v. 5) and 
the great Noaic flood (v. 6).  This forever changed God's original creation (v. 4).  Regretfully, 
deliberate unbelief rejects God's record about creation and the flood (v. 5). 
 
3.  The third critical issue of this chapter is the Will of God.  This relates to the coming judgment for 
the present heavens and earth (fire, day of judgment, and perdition, v. 7).  But God in infinite 
longsuffering will s to save those who repent (v. 9). 
 
4.  Now comes the present study.  It focuses on four key words.  Each relates to God's Word about 
eschatology (last things).  Consider: 
 
1.  PROGRAM vv. 10, 12 
 
    a.  Day of the Lord 
 
        This phrase is always associated with judgment in the Bible (Isa. 2:12; 13:6, 9; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 
11, 31; Zech. 14:1-4, 9; Mal. 4:5).  As the phrase comes into the N.T., it refers to God's dealings with 
Israel and the nations.  In the N.T. it is found in three places (Acts 2:20; here; 1 Thess. 5:2).  Probably 
the phrase refers to the Tribulation and Mill ennium and may be a shortened form of the phrase "the 
Day of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 1:8).  Its emphasis is on Israel and the nations. 
 
    b.  Day of God 
 
        Our text seems to indicate that the "day of the Lord" and the "day of God" may not be mutually 
exclusive.  Since that seems to be the case, the phrase "day of God" is that portion of the "day of the 
Lord" in which God judges the earth to remove the curse of sin from the universe.  It is at the end of 
the mill ennium before eternity commences. 
 
2.  PENALTY 
 
    a.  On What? 
 
        Four specifics are mentioned:  Thus the heavens, elements (components), earth, works of the 
entire universe, as we know it, will be affected.  The universal flood is the pattern for everything 
being judged!  Let it be clearly understood--God's judgment on the present scheme of things is total 
and final!  Beware! 
 

    b.  With What? 
 
        Two items are listed in Scripture: thief (one who steals in secret by fraud and cunning) and noise 
(like the whistling of air, or hissing of a serpent).  Make no mistake about it, God ends this cosmos 
dramatically. 
 
    c.  By What? 
 
        Five meaningful verbs are used here: pass away, v. 10; dissolved, vv. 10, 11, 12; scorched up, v. 
10; being on fire, v. 12; and melt, v. 12.  Each one of these verbs give indisputable evidence that the 
heavens and earth, as we know it, is to be done away.  While God earlier on (Gen. 6-9) destroyed 
everything by water, He has given His Word the next time it will be by fire. 
 
3.  PROMISE 
 
    This is the exact noun used in Scripture.  God has given a promise for the future.  The new heavens 
and new earth will come "according to His promise" [Word].  After the universal flood, God put a 
bow (rainbow, Gen. 9:13, 14, 16) in the sky "for a token of covenant between me and the earth" that 
"the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh" (Gen. 9:13, 15).  When God judges the 
earth by fire, He establishes "a new heavens and new earth wherein dwells (as a home) righteousness" 
(2 Pet. 3:13).  It is the Word of God by which we believe these things will be, even as the bow in the 
days of the flood!  So be it. 
 
4.  PURPOSE v. 11 
 
    In view of these enormous staggering events, what manner (qualitative interrogative pronoun) of 
people is it necessary for us to be.  The verb "be" indicates the characteristics belonging as a rightful 
possession.  Two are suggested. 
 
    a.  Holy conversation 
 
        The noun is plural and indicates a mode of li fe or conduct.  Its root means to turn upside down.  
The term is found eight times in Peter's epistles (1 Pet. 1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 2 Pet. 2:7; 3:11). 
 
    b.  Godliness 
 
        This word is only used by Peter and Paul in the Pastoral Epistles.  It really means "worth-ship" 
i.e. reverence paid to worth.  It is the confession of the one true and living God and a li fe 
corresponding to that knowledge.  With incredible events recorded in this context, is it any wonder 
believers are expected to live significantly? 
 
OUTCOME 
 
The conclusion is simple.  God's program is clearly indicated.  Those who reject His Son are in for an 
horrendous penalty.  But God does give a solid promise for eternity to His own.  They are to live, 
look, and hasten that coming day.  That is His purpose for them.  Amen. 


