
 EXPOSITION OF 2 PETER 
 "Diligence in View of Eternity" 
 2 Peter 3:14-16 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  God has a specific program (vv. 10, 12).  It relates to the Day of the Lord (emphasis on 
Israel and the nations) and the Day of God (emphasis on the end of the mill ennium and the 
entering into eternity. 
 
2.  The penalty (vv. 10, 12) for rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour is the 
divine judgment upon the heavens, elements, earth, and its works.  Obviously, while these 
designations are impersonal, the people associated with these are also judged. 
 
3.  For genuine children of God, there is a glorious promise (v. 13).  It is consistent with the 
Word of God and avers a new heaven and a new earth.  What a contrast with the judgement 
of rebels. 
 
4.  In view of the coming events, there is the call by God to His own children to a holy and 
godly li fe style.  The issues are too tremendous to trifle with eternity.  This is to be the 
purpose for the child of God (v. 11). 
 
5.  But there is more to the believer's purpose.  Two imperatival verbs are in this very 
context.  They are to be heeded by specific actions. 
 
1.  ACTION #1--BE DILIGENT (v. 14) 
 
    "Wherefore" is a summary word.  It takes into review all the weighty matters of the 
context and comes to this imperatival conclusion.  The imperative is addressed to 
"beloved," a term indicating the believer as the object of God's love.  "Looking" is a 
participial form of a verb used twice in this immediate context (vv. 12, 14).  It means to 
await or expect.  It's usage in v. 12 gives the preferred meaning to "hastening" (v. 12) i.e. 
the believer is moving with haste toward the coming of the day of God.  There is no way "to 
hasten" that day.  It has been arranged since the day of God's original decree in eternity 
past.  All this being in place, the command is: "be dili gent" i.e. don't be indifferent.  The 
world rushes on to destruction and have only a dismal blank at the end.  We have a glorious 
future, which should affect us.  How? 
 
    a.  To be found spotless. 
 
        The original Greek is a noun with the alpha privative (negates a positive).  It means to 
be without stain (cf. James 1:27; 1 Pet. 1:19; here; 1 Tim. 6:14). 
 
    b.  To be found blameless. 
 
        This noun is only found here in the N.T.  It is derived from a verb meaning to find 
fault with or blame.  The alpha privative negates the positive statement.  Along with 

"spotless," this is a tall order for one's personal li fe.  However, in view of the horrible 
judgment to come, it is a worthy imperative!  The call i s for internal purity and external 
beauty. 
 
Note:  The outcome of a personal li fe as described above is "peace."  The agitation which is 
brought by sin and error belongs to mockers (apostates).  But true believers who walk in the 
Spirit (holiness and separateness to the Lord and by His power) enjoy the deep down peace 
which such a li fe provides.  Glory to His Name. 
 
2.  ACTION #2--TAKE ACCOUNT (v. 15) 
 
    a.  Of God's character v. 15. 
 
        One of our Lord's  personal attributes is long-suffering (cf. v. 9).  The mention of this 
commendable attribute of God indicates His unwavering commitment to continue the offer 
of His salvation despite the rebelli ousness of men.  He is disposed to save the lost--glory be 
to His Name!  This is something to cogitate!  The verb is a present tense imperative and 
expects "continued action" in thinking! 
 
    b.  Of Pauline writings v. 15, 16. 
 
        Peter very affectionately refers to Paul as "beloved brother."  This is interesting in the 
light of Acts 15 and Gal. 2:11-14.  Admittedly, Paul was given "wisdom" by God (cf. 1 
Cor. 12:8).  Moreover, Paul had authored material sent to the Jewish saints in the diaspora 
(1 Pet. 1:1).  This may be a reference to the Book of Hebrews.  However, not only in that 
epistle, but in all of his epistles (v. 16) Paul had written things eschatological even as Peter 
at this juncture is doing (cf. "these things"). 
 
    c.  Of apostate mockers v. 16. 
 
        The adjective "hard to understand" is a compound and is a hapax legomenon.  It notes 
that the mind finds diff iculty in getting the truths spoken of.  Those who are ignorant (only 
here in N.T.) and not steadfast turn such Scriptures to mean something they were never 
intended to mean.  They do the same with other Scriptures.  The use of "Scriptures" notes 
that Pauline literature (and by extension the whole N.T.) is accepted, like the O.T., as 
"Scripture," the written Word of God.  To abuse the Word of God and misuse it is at once 
wrong and perilous.  Why?  This leads (so preposition) to their own (so Greek) destruction 
(same as "perdition" in v. 7).  What a warning to those who toy with the written Word of 
the living God! 
 
Conclusion: 
The doctrine (teaching) of  eschatology (last things) is very important truth.  It is not to be 
despised.  That is why it is in the Word of God to read and study.  But more then that, this 
doctrine, like all others, is as practical as can be.  Shoes must be put on it.  It must be 
demonstrated.  There is no such thing, spiritually, as truth for truth's sake.  Rather, truth is 
learned so that it may be seen (cf. Eph. 4:1; Col. 2:6; Titus 3:1, 8, 14).  Glory to the triune 
God. 


