2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 Now and Then August 31, 2003

Introduction

It is esentia to understand the mnredion o these two verses with their previous
context. In Paul, the word used for "wherefore” is always pointing bad to some thing asa
purpose or goal. For example, consider Col 1:28-29. Paul desiresto present every man
perfed in Christ Jesus—that is why he preadies, teades, and warns everyone he mmes
into contaad with. Verse 29 says “whereunto” | also labor...In other words, Paul works
hard with the purpose that he just stated—to present every man perfed.

What is the previous purpose or goa in our text? In other words, why does Paul pray
thisway? It isthe glorification o the Lord Jesus Christ in the future—at his s2cond coming
after the tribulation. Oh, how much Paul desiresto kbring dory to his Saviour. At verse 10,
Paul istalking about then. Paul switches gears and says, | want to talk to you about now.

The mnredion between verse 10 and 1listhat the future glorificaion o our Lord Je-
sus Christ carries with it present resporsibiliti es. Consider these verses in this light, namely
that God wants our walk and our work to bring glory to Christ now, as well as then.

Author's Tranglation and Structural Diagram

11. Tothisend
we dso pray
aways
for you,
[1] that [Content of the Prayer]
[A] our God would count you worthy
of thiscdling,
[B] and powerfully  fulfill every good peasure of goodness
and work of faith

12, [2] that [Purpose of the Prayer]
[A] thename
of our Lord Jesus Christ
would beglorified
inyou
[B] andyou
in him,

[3] acmrdingto [Basis of the Expected Answer to the Prayer]
the graceof our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Content of the Prayer —v. 11
Paul makes two main prayer requests, asindicaed by the two bdd print verbsin the
last portion d the verse.

A. An Evaluation

The verb "to court worthy" isused in Luke 7:7, Acts 15:38, 1 Tim 5:17, Heb 3.3, Heb
10:29, Acts 5:41, 2 Thess1:5. Thisindicaes an evaluation, made by God, of the
believersin Thesslonica Thisisapersona grading, if youwill. We need to un-
derstanding what is the basis of the evaluation.

Theredm of the evaluationis “this cdling.” The "cdling" mentioned isa "well
known" cdling, namely the cdli ng of salvation. Thisis mentioned in 2 Thess
2:14inrelation to the gospel. This cdling has two sides to it: privilege and re-
sporsibility.

(i) Privilege— Heb 3.1, Rom 11:29, Php 314, Eph 118, 4:4

(i) Resporsibility — Php 314, Eph 41, 2 Thess1:11, 1 Thess2:12, 2 Peter 1:10

Not only does the cdli ng refer to the gospel in agenera way, but even more spedfi-
cdly to the believer’s participation with Christ at his scnd coming.

So what abou this evaluation? Isit future or present? | take it to be present because of
the foll owing text. We know that the basis of salvation is not something we do,
but something Christ does. Paul means here to exhort the beli evers to “work out
their salvation.” That is, he wants them to demonstrate their salvationin very
clea terms, and thus recéve afavorable evaluation o the Lord.

You might say it like this: May the Lord evaluate you and find you ading in a manner
worthy of his name and his purposesin cdling you. 1 Thess2:12.

B. A Fulfill ment

The prayer isthat God would pawerfully fulfill two thingsin the Thessalonians:

i. Every good peasure of goodress

ii. Every work of faith.

Why do | take the text thisway, instead of as the KJV, which inserts “good peasure
of hisgoodress'? One reasonisthat theitalicized “his’ is not present in the
Greek text. Another isthat these ae aparall el construction—work of faith means
work that comes forth from faith (remember—faith works, James sys).

The paral el seamsto be desires that come from God' s goodressimplanted in the be-
liever. This means every “good cesire” or “wish” that the Thessalonians have.
Paul had such desires—Rom 10:1, for example. The paint isthat God' s work of
regeneration dees and owght to pu good desiresin your soul. Isthat demonstra
blein your case, brother and sister?

Where do such desires and works come from? Php 213 tellsus, in terms very similar
to those of thisverse: “For it is God who works in you bah to will [desire] and
to do[work] of hisgood pleasure.” Php 1:6 says“He who hes begun agood
work in you.”

But what does fulfill mean? There ae two simil ar posshiliti es:

1) Fulfill may mean to “bring to pass” In ather words, any goodwork you want
to dqg Paul prays God would alow that work to be cmmpleted. What Paul would
be saying (Php) isthat God hasimplanted good desires and energy in you—now
(2 Thes9 he prays that those things will be worked out and those works will be
fulfill ed!

2) Fulfill may mean to “bring to full measure.” In ather words, Paul is praying
that God hes put these things in you, and Paul now prays that God would bring
good desires and works to their full measurein you. In ather words, that God
would bring that to completionin you.

In either case, how exciting! Pay attention to Paul’s prayer...and kelieve that becaise
Paul wrote this, God truly does desire to work in you this way.

Note that Paul doesn’t pray for every kind o desire or work to be powerfully fulfill ed.
Only those that are of faith and are truly good

2. Purpose of the Prayer —v. 12a

A. The Glorificaion d the Lord

Hereis the doxological focus. The “doxology” that we sing is“Praise God from
whom al blessngs flow; Praise Him al creaures here below. Praise Him above ye hear-
enly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.” It ismeant to bring praise and
hona and glory to God.

Our conviction as dispensational Bible believersisthat all things areto end upat one
destination—God' s glory. That's awell-founded conviction: after al, Paul held it: “For of
him, and through him, andto him, are dl things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” (Rom
11:36). See &so Rev 4:11.



The “name” of the Lord Jesus Christ represents HHIMSELF. Not just his name, but is
reputation, his entire person. Of course, you dor't want to mar the family name. Paul wants
usto stay far away from causing reproach to come to the name of Christ (1 Tim 6:1, 2
Peter 2:2).

B. The Glorificaion d the Believer

Suppase that you are involved in asmall company that invents a highly successul
new cancer drug. The work dore will bring alarge measure of prestige to the name of that
company. But sinceyou are “in” the company, when people find that out, they will raise
their eyebrow and take natice

So it iswith ou Saviour. When heis glorified, we will betoo—sincewe ae “in” him.
When the “head” of our company gets the glory, we share in that. Oh praise His name!

3. Basis of the Expeded Answer to the Prayer —v. 12b

Thereisonly one way thisall could happen — the graceof God and o the Lord Jesus
Christ. Weredly cast ourselves at the fee of God and rely on His graceto bring about
those things for which we pray. Thereisno aher way. Of course, we muld have awhole
sermon onthe graceof God.

Conclusions
God wants our walk and ou work to bring gory to Christ now, aswell asin the future
—now and then. Not occasiondly, but al the time.
MAP



