Greek Exegesis of 2 Thessalonians Sermon Outline #1 Matthew A. Postiff
Expository August 1, 2003

TEXT: 2 Thessalonians 1.1-4
TITLE: The Necessity of Thanksgiving

THEME: Paul expresses his thanksgiving to God for the spiritual growth of the Thessalonian
believers and commends them to others as an example of perseverance and spiritual growth in
the midst of persecution.

PROPOSITION: God commends spiritual growth and endurance in the midst of persecutions.
These qualities are fitting objects of thanksgiving to God.
These qualities should be growing in the life of the church and of the individual believer.
These qualities are proper basis for a correct kind of spiritua pride.

INTRODUCTION:

"An dd city, rich in history, Thessaloniki was founded (c.315B.C.) by Cassander,
king of Macedon, on o nea the site of the ancient town of Therma, and was
named for hiswife. The dty was located onthe Via Egnatia, an important Roman
road that linked Byzantium to Durrés (Dyrrhachium) onthe Adriatic. It flourished
after 146B.C. asthe caital of the Roman province of Macelon. Thessaloniki had
from ealy times a sizable Jewish colony, and it was an ealy Christian docese."*
To the infant church which he planted there on his condmissonary journey, St.
Paul addressed histwo epistles to the Thessalonians.

So, we ae starting our study of the second d those epistles, written aroundA.D. 51.1f you will
turn your Biblesto Acts 17, we will review the brief acourt of Paul's work there. <Read Acts
17:1-10>. Look at the location d the aty wrt Paul's missonary journey. Comment onthe
makeup d the church, v. 4,asit had bah Jews and Gentil es. This church planting work was go-
ing fine until it was interrupted orly weeks after starting.

Note dso v. 6where perseaution kroke out against the Christians very ealy onin the lifetime of
the church. The Jews were alarge reasonfor this perseaution against Christians. As an aside,
ironicdly, centuries |ater, the Jews themselves becane the objed of grea perseaution:

"Thessaloniki suffered considerable damage in World War II, andits large
(c.50,000 Jewish popuation,which had been gredly increased in the late 15th
and ealy 16th cent. by an influx of Jewsfrom Spain, was nealy liquidated by the
Germans."? At that time, Bulgariawas a fascist aly of Hitler's Germany and it
occupied aimost all of Macedona and coll aborated with the Nazis for the depar-
ture of the Jews of Salonicato concentration camps.

! http://www.bartleby.com/65/th/ Thesdnk.html
% 1bid.



Application/lllustration: What would have happened to Fell owship Bible Church 22yeas ago
if within the first month of it starting Pastor was taken from his home before the Ann Arbor offi-
cials and questioned? And the church was made to pay alarge sum of money in promise that it
would na continue the Christian work here? Would Fell owship still be here? Would it have
shined as an example of patience and faith in the midst of perseaution? Will it do so in the future
when a stand against immorality may make it necessary to dedde between comfort/freedom on
the one hand and hardship/imprisonment on the other?

It wasin this context of faith under fire that Paul wrote bath the first and seaondlettersto the
church at Thessalonica And he ommended them for their fine respornse to perseaution. But not
only perseaution troubed them: doctrinal matters also squeezed their faith, aswe saw in 1 Thess
4-5,and will see @ainin 2Thess2-3.
<Red the text.>
Notefirst of all,
A. The Authors—v. 1a

1. Paul — Acts 9. Paul isthe primary author.

2.Slas—Acts 1527, 2, 33, 40

3. Timothy — Acts 16:1-3 from Lystrain South Central Turkey.
B. The Redpients—v. 1b

1. The Church — spedal assembly, agroup d believers who are cdl ed to common
fellowship in the gospel of the Lord (2 Thess2:14).

2. At Thessalonica(see dove)

3. They were"in" God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This gatement isa dea
affirmation d @) the deity of Christ, being parall eled with God the Father and ti-
tled "Lord" (why else would Paul cdl him Lord?!). Note John 1027-28 for one
ideaof "in" which is very relevant to the believers at Thessalonica Though they
faceal perseaution, they were still asaured of being "in Him." Thisand 1 Thessalo-
nians are the only two of Paul’s letters where he uses this particular phrase.

C. The Greeting—Vv. 2

1. The greding combines the traditional Greek "grace' and a possbly Hebrew ex-
presson "peacé into ore padage. This becane afixed formulain the gredings



of Greek letters, but this combination was probably coined by Paul; certainly its
theologicd implicaions are apart of Paul's gewardship of the gospel.

2. Graceis divinefavor. Peaceis a state of well being, hedth, welfare, etc.

Grace ad peacemake agood mir. In salvation, graceis prominent (Eph 28).
Peacefollows (Rom 5:1).

Good opportunity to gvethe gospel herein fuller form!

4. Sad isthe false peaceoffered by all other religions and their false teaders. "Peace
peacé they cry, when thereis no peace(Jer 6:14, 811). Thiswill continue even
urtil the grea apaostasy that moves the world toward the religion d the antichrist
in 1 Thess5:3, where the amosphere is one of apparent "peace ad safety” but
then sudden destruction will occur. The only true peaceis that based onthe objec-
tivetruth of the gospel.

5. But even after salvation, grace ad peace e goodwishes on someone who is beloved
in the Lord. Combining OT period and NT period gredings, this phrase represents
Paul's prayer for the Thessalonian's well being.

6. Thisgreding is"from" God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (we seethem again!)
Paul does not send gredings from the pagan pantheon which surrounds the Thes-
salonians, bu from a diff erent source—GOD and JESUS!

Transition from introduction to body: It isat this point that Paul gives hisfirst thanksgiving
prayer to God. In the two letters, there ae atotal of 5 such prayers (1 Thess1:2, 213, 39, 2
Thess1:3, 213). The theme of this particular prayer is (say above). There aethreemain aspeds
to hisprayer. First of all,

Dont forget appli cation and transiti ons between major paints.

l. Paul expresses histhanksgiving to God in terms of an obligation — v 3a.

A. Paul expresss histhanks to God. God is the ultimate source of the things for which
Paul is thankful.

B. Paul always expresses thanks in this manner. At every oppatunity, Paul makes his
thanksgiving known to God.

C. Paul expresses thanks God spedficdly for the believers. His prayer is abou this group
of people.

D. Paul's thanksgiving is a matter of "obligation.”



1. Theideaof obhligationin Paul’ s thanksgiving is not one of aboring re-
sporsibility that he hasto fulfill, nar anindication d aoofnessnor
of hisdisinterest, bu isinstead areagnition onPaul’s part of his
obligation to thank God for the work that He had dore anong the
convertsin Thesslonica(cf. 1:3).

2. Paul is obligated to give God the thanks, the glory, and the hona for a
supernatural spiritual work dore onthe Thessalonians, awork that
only God could do.Thisobligationis sncerely felt by Paul, and
his thanksgiving is sncere a well. God gave Paul fruit for Paul’s
ministry among the Thessalonians, and instead of Paul thanking
the new believers (the fruit), Paul thanks God (the giver of the
fruit). Seel Cor 3.6, 7, 9.

3. This ®rvesto give Thessalonians a good example of being thankful in
everything (cf. 1 Thess5:18; Col 3:15) and d their dependenceon
Godfor everything they have. [From my
245GreekExegesis2Thesg-ina Exam.doc]. Thereisno aher person
to thank for thiskind d thing.

E. Paul thanksgiving is "proper" or "fitting."

"Fitting" here indicaesthat it is proper for Paul to thank Godin light of the results of
God swork-their increasing faith and aboundng love. Paul had prayed abou their faith being
perfeded, bu he himself was not able to go to seeto it. Godisto be thanked becaise God dd it,
even withou Paul!

Application: Whenever you see aspiritual work (of God) amongst believers, it isfitting and
obligatory to thank God for that. Only God can dothat kind d thing. We caina. 2 Cor 4:15in-
dicatesthat Paul' s ministry desire was that, whatever happened to him, it all would result in the
"thanksgiving of many" which would "redoundto the glory of God." In thanking God, you are
bringing gory to his name. SeePs 50:23 — the one off ering praise glorifies God.

Application: On the other hand, if someone is thanking God for the spiritual progressthat you
aremaking (i.e. if you are the redpient of thisletter), youwould be encouraged at the evidence
that others e & a groundfor their thanksgiving. It shoud in turn also cause you to thank God
for hiswork in yourself!

Application: On the third hand, if you are ancather church hearing abou this report, you might
wonder, isthere ay reason that someone would give thanks to God for the things happening in
this ministry? For my part in them?

Trangition: In the text, Paul shows us his obligation to give thanks to God for what God hes

dore anong hislittl e flock in Thessalonica We can seethis means that we ought to give thanks
like Paul...that we shoud be encouraged and exhorted if we have something thank-worthy hap-
pening in ou asseembly...and that we shoud seeif we, like the example church before us, have



some groundfor othersto give thanks. But Paul goes on and explains the very basis of his
thanksgiving at this paint in the text:

. Paul explainswhy heis 9 thankful —v. 3b.

A.

The Thessalonians have asuper-growing faith.

1. Paul ascribes to the Thessalonians a personal and corporate faith ("your faith™).
There has to come atime, of course, when we personaly appropriate "the
faith."

2. The Thesslonian'sfaithis...
A. Not deda.
B. Not withering.
C. Not static.
D. Not showing lackluster growth.
E. Growing exceealingly!

3. How can Paul discern this growing faith? From other places in the Scriptures,
we know that the evidence of faith is goodworks. SeeJames 2:17-18.

The Thessalonians exhibit an aboundng love anong eat cther.

1. What —their love. Care for one anather. Helping one ancther. (1 John 311).

2.Who—-adll of them. Thereis no ore excluded from this, even the disobedient
brothers of chapter 3! The general pattern of this church islove!

3. To Whom — one ancther.

4. How much? It abound! Likethelr faith, it isnot dead love, withering love,
static love, or ladkluster love. It isaboundng love!

5. How can Paul discern this aboundng love? 1 Thess4:10indicaes that the be-
lievers showed love one for another and even to farther distances—throughou
Macealona Thereis sme outward manifestation d love that enables love to
be seen. Application: Do you have that?

The Thessalonians responded to Paul's exhortations and are an answer to Paul's
prayers.

1. With regard to their faith — see1 Thess3:5, 10.

2. With regard to their love —seel Thess3:12, 49-10.



3. Thishad to be agrea encouragement to the Thessalonians.

Application: When was the last time that you, like Paul does here, write out the reasons for your
thanksgiving? Even if you are not going to send those reasons to someone dse, it isafruitful ex-
erciseto think, "I am thankful to God kecause ... @) ... b) ... ¢) ..."

Application: Are the qualiti es of faith and love supremely evident in your/our church life? That
is groundfor encouragement and more thanksgiving. Can we see &idencethat our faith is grow-
ing? That our love is aboundng, from ead personto ead ather person? Or arethingskind d
"ho hum...status quo..."? Or even worse, isthere evidenceto suppat a negative report on these
qualiti es? Is the angregation fragmented? Love grown cold? ...

Transition: God has commended, through Paul, the Thessalonian believers. Paul has expressed
his thanks for them and explained hisreasons: faith in God and love toward ore ancther. Finaly,
the good spiritual progressof the Thessaloniansis a cause for exultation. This boasting is men-
tioned as aresult of their spiritual growth.

Il . Paul extolsthe Thessalonians as an exampleto aher churches—v. 4.

A. Paul emphasizes that "we ourselves' are doing this boasting.

1. Why would Paul make this emphasis? It seansto be aparalé totheideain 1
Thess1:7-10 where the example of the Thessalonians gread throughou their
geographicd region, so much so that Paul didn't need to say athing abou them—
everyone drealy knew! All knew of their salvation, their service, and their patient
hope for the coming of the Lord. In ather words, everyone dse was talking abou
the Thessalonians, and so was Paul! He himself added to the positive words abou
them.

2. In ather words, na just "everyone" was sying something, bu someone who
redly counted was saying something—an inspired apostle!

B. Paul impliesthat thereisagood knd d boasting.
1. Typicdly, we know that boasting is not agoodthing. But it can be dore prop-
erly, asevidenced by Paul here. In 2 Cor 8:1-8, he uses agoodreport of other
churches to help persuade the Corinthians to dothe right thing. In ather words, the
boasting serves ateadting purpose.

2. The aad test of your boasting is whether it fits this scripture: "Let him who
boasts, baest in the Lord" (1 Cor 1:31). So go ahead and ke proud Just doit right!

C. Paul's boasting regards the example of the Thessalonians.



1. Their exampleincludes patience Thisis alternately translated "perseverance"
becaiseit is heroic enduranceunder trid. It'snat "ohwell, | can't do anything abou this fate"
kind d thing, bu is enduancewith aview toward God and the cming of Christ.

2. Their example dso includes faith. Unwavering trust in the Lord marks them.
Y es, there may be temporary "shakings' of their faith (2 Thess2:1-2) but in the main, the Thes-
salonians were rock solid.

Application: Youtoomay have the occasional up a down, but when you stop to think, is your
faith like this? Patient? Enduring?

3. Their exampleisvalid even whil e they endure grea perseaution and tribulation.
These words basicdly mean hastile adions from the outside and the presaure that this credes.
Many so-cdled trials are hardly that, but are simply normal life presaures. But these aeredly
hard presaures due to the enmity of unbelievers against the Thessalonians.

D. Paul makes these daims abou the Thessalonians among other churches li ke them-
selves.

This boasting has obviously foundits way into the inspired record of the Word of
God andis permanently remembered in this text. Whatever "church of God' (a
true church) reals this sdion today qualifies as adestination d Paul's boasting.

Transition from body to conclusion: So Paul has expressed his thanksgiving and explained his
reasons, adding that he exults in the Thessalonians, giving an exampleto ather churches. The
Thessalonianstruly are exercising their faith "under fire." God commends that.

CONCLUSION: We can lean from this text from threediff erent vantage points. the author, the
readers, and the "other churches' and the gplicaionthat is evident from ead of those perspec-
tives.

1. From the author's Sde: Review the necessty of thanksgiving, expressng thase explicitly; the
proper groundfor boasting.

2. From the reader's sde: The encouragement in thistext for the Thessalonians, and for those
like them. That they are an answer to Paul's prayers and have followed his ealier exhortations.
That someone who courtsis giving them a ommendation.

3. From the "other churches' side: Thistext can be seen as ahuge exhortation to "get with it"
regarding our faith and love in the midst of trials.

Indeed, using Paul's thanksgiving in this text, God commends siritual growth and endurancein
the midst of perseautions. Thisiskind d like the mmmendation receved by the dhurch at
Smyrnain Rev 2:9-10:



"I know your works, and tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich), and | know the blas-
phemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are of the congregation of Satan. Fear
none of those things which you will suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that you may betried; and you shall have tribulation ten days; be faithful unto death, and |
will giveyou a crown of life. He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saysto the
churches; he that over comes shall not be hurt of the second death.”

<pause><prayer>
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Sentence Flow Diagram — UB$4 Text

1 [MaGAoc kol Zihovavog kot Tiuobsog
T EKKANolg OEcoALOVIKEDMV
&v Oe® TaTPL MUBV
kot kupie’ Inocod Xpiotd,

2 YOPLG VIV KOl €1privn
and  0g00 TaTpog [MuUAV]
Kot kupitov’ Incol XpioTod.

3 Evyoapiotely dpeilopev 1@ Os®
TOVTOTE
neEPL VUDY,  adelpot,
KoOwg A0V £oTLy,
0Tt VIepaLEAVEL 1| TOTIG
SITTORY
kot mheovalel 1M dyomn
EVOC EKOGTOL TTAVIOV VDBV
€1g aAANAovG,
4 Oote adTovC NUAC Eykavydodot’
AVRVITERY
&v 1oic ékkAnotioug to0 Og00

OnEP  THC VTOMOVTG SITTORY

KOl TOTENG
Ev AoV TO1G OLOYMOIG SITTORY
Kol Toig OAlyeo1y

oig Avéyecbe,

% Inthe original text, the verb comes before év vGyiv, but we've aljusted it for the sake of the diagram.
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Exegetical Notes

Abbreviated Outline for Chapter 1, which will cover bath of the sermons that I'm writing for vv.
1-10 (and then some).

L INtrOdUCtioN. ... 1:1-12

A SAlUtELTON. ... 1:1-2

L1 AULNOIS. .ot l:la

2. Redpients........coovviiiiiiiiiiii e 1:1b

T € =T {1 o 1.2

B. ThanksgiVing ........cccuuuuiiiiiiiniie e 1:3-4

1. Expresson d Thanksgiving.................eeeeeee. 1:3a

2. Explanation d Thanksgiving............cccc...... 1:3b

3. Example of Thanksgiving.........ccccceeeeeieeeennn. 1:4

C. Certainty of Divine Judgment...............cceeeeeee. 1:5-10

1. Righteousnessof the Judgment................... 1:5-7a

2. Destructive Result of the Judgment ........... 1:7b9

3. Beneficial Result of the Judgment ................ 1:10

D. Prayer for the Readers............eeeeiiiiinnniinieee 1:11-12

1. Content of the Prayer...........cccceeeeiiiiiiiiiieenes 1:11

2. Purpose of the Prayer ..........ccoovvvvivviininnees 1:12a

3. The Source of Answer for the Prayer.......... 1:12b
Background

MadDonad (2047 givesthreereasons for the letter: encouragement in perseaution, corredion
abou doctrine of Day of the Lord, and corredion abou pradice of idleness Points out key item
in the bookisto understand the diff erence between the Second coming of the Lord and the rap-
ture.

McGee103suggests athematic ideain 1 Thessisthe rapture; in 2 Thess the 2™ coming! That's
ned.

Versel

Morris, 91.Godis"our" Father. Sometimes listed as the father of the Lord Jesus Christ.
McGeel08mentions John 1027-29 asthe "in" relationship of believersin the Lord Jesus Christ
and God the Father.

MacArthur 224indicates that the "in," grace and peacendicate the true salvation d the readers.
| never questioned this or even thought about it-just assumed so.

Martin 196suggestsit was important to identify the Christian assembly in Thessalonica, as op-
pased to the probably many other aseembli es of various rts. The grace ad peace'formula’
never becane perfunctory or routine that it had nomeaning.

Verse?
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Deity of Christ clealy confirmed by this verse. There is apparently no question about it in au-
thor's mind (or readers). Morris, p. 192.
McGeel089. Graceisrelated to salvation; peaceto pcst-salvation.

Verse3

MadDonad (2048 points out that the faith and love were answersto apaostle's prayer of 1 Thess
3:10, 12.Paul's thanksgiving was a continual duty to God, appropriately so. He does nat explain
much how thisis.

Morris 192.Not a perfunctory thanksgiving. 194.Vigorous growth to their faith! Andtheloveis
of al toward al others, noexceptions.

MacArthur, 225.Work of Godis reaognized by Paul as causing his obli gation for thanksgiving.
That their faith was growing was an obvious evidenceof their salvation. 227 Loveis saaificia
service

Wanamaker's rhetoricd analysis colors hiswhoe mmmentary and his basis assumptions make
the rest very questionable. He dso assumes 2 Thessalonians came first. Seems very far-fetched!

The obligation to thanks mentioned by Paul, Martin 201affirms, may tend to defled critics who
said hewas full of flattery and false words. Paul saysinstead that his thanksgivings were an odi-
gationto give them their due. But he misses totally the paint that Paul is thanking God and nd
man. He is thanking God for the work that God haes dore. True, heisnot "buttering up' the read-
ers, bu Martin has the wrong reason.

Martin 202.Faith is God-ward, love man-ward.

Verse4

Morris 194.Boasting dore by "we ourselves' indicates grangenessof boasting abou your own
church plant! MacArthur says that "ourselves' contrasts them with the Thessalonians, who
would never boast in such away (bashful abou Paul's datements of them).

Morris 195.|deathat Patience and faith fead off of one ancther. Thisfaith is nat faithfulness
(Morrisemphatic abou this) but isjust faith, trust.

McGeel110.Troule produces patience Heistaking verse 5 as present judgment. He bases this

primarily on aher passages. The teading that troulde produces patienceistrue, bu in this very
text?
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My Exegesis

Note espedaly structure, observations, textual issues, grammaticd isaues, key terms, word study
results, theologicd import, context.

There ae noimportant textual issuesin thistext.

Background
Mention some of theideas in the letter. Date, etc. This can fit in with some of the intro-
ductory words of the |etter.

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy,

Paul isthe author (see end d letter). Bioin Acts 9, etc.

The isaue of inspiration comes up here. Paul often lists his helpers with him. He is obwvi-
oudly theteam "leader" however andisthe only one of these threewho have seen the Lord.

Silas and Timothy are introduced in Acts 15, 16.

Mention d othersindicates Paul's humility and attitude toward co-workers.

Paul isnat listed as an apostle here; some question asto why. | take it that there was no
guestionin the Thessalonian's mind, particularly after 1 Thess2 where Paul reminded them of
his ministry.

unto the church of the Thessalonians
Acts 17 gives the badkgroundinformation, including location d church, its compaosition
in terms of Jews and Gentil es, and the perseaution that broke out against them.

in God our Father and theLord Jesus Christ

A true Christian assembly. God hes dore awork here.

Single preposition and mention d God in parall el with the Lord affirms deity of Christ.

John 1027-29 gives us an ideaof what it meansto be "in" them bath.

Interesting item that thisand 1 Thessare the only two letters where Paul uses this "in God
andin the Lord Jesus Christ" greding to the saints of a church. May indicae something of anote
of seaurity to them because of the perseaution they are undergoing.

2 Graceto you, and peace,

Hereis astandard Pauline letter opening. Paul did nd use it in an empty way, though.

It isawish or prayer request. Like "Hope everything is going well."

Grace ad peace ca berelated to salvation— Eph 28-10, Rom 5:1. Some mmmentators
stick with thisonly. Others sy grace=salvation, peace+esult of salvation. | think it can refer to
both salvation and past-salvation kenefits from God sincethere ae antinuing aspeds of these
two things.

Grace adivine favor. Standard Greek greding.

Peace aa state of well being, welfare, hedth. Perhaps the standard Hebraic greding

from Shalom Lakem.

from God our Father and theLord Jesus Christ.
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Paul immediately shades off into the badkgroundas he says that salvation and all spiritual
benefits are from God and Christ.
The Lordisused in parallel again here.

3 We arebound to thank God alwaysfor you, brethren, asit isfitting

See ommentaries onideaof "bound (notes above) and my littl e study of that in the fina
exam for 2 Thessalonians Greek Exegesis. "As it isfitting” only strengthensthisidea

Thisis one of five of Paul's thanksgivings in the Thessalonian epistles (1 Th 1.2, 213,
3:4;2Th 13, 213).

Paul here expresses his thanksgiving.

Why would Paul mention his obli gation to thank God?

a 1Th 310 hedesired to get bad to perfed what was lacking in their faith, bu
he had na had a chanceto doso. Any growth in them must be dtributed diredly to God. Paul
was thankful that though he @uldn't continue adired ministry there, God dd continue his work.

b. Because it was evident that GOD was doing awork in Thessalonica Only God
could producethe fruit and Paul reaognized that. Ref. 1 Cor 3.

c. Thismention d obli gation would serve to remind the Thessalonians of their
debt to God. If Paul isthanking God, hav much more they shoud be! It serves as a good exam-
ple of being thankful in everything (1 Thess5:18, Col 3:15).

d. It may refled something like Paul's burden to pread (Rom 1:14, 1Cor 9:16).
Just like he has adivinely placead burden on hs heat to pread the Word, so heis manifesting a
Godward indebtednessin thanksgiving.

e. As Martin suggested, may defled critics who say Paul just says things like this
to beflattering and get on the Thessbetter side. He points out the theologicd debt that he has
toward God.

f. Thisnote of obligation also servesto pant out that Paul is not thanking the
Thesslonians, bu GOD, for from him, and through him, andto him are dl things.

The ideaof indebtedness(opheil omen) occursin severa contexts:

a Financial debt.

b. Moral obligation a social expedatio. For example, in following agood exam-
ple, inthinking a cetain way based ontruth, in following alaw, in afair trade, in marriage, in
living appropriately.

c. Seetextslike John 1314, 1Jn 316, 411,Acts17:29, 2Cor 12:11,John19:7,
Rom 15:27, 1Cor 9:10, 3Jn 8, 1Cor 5:10,Heb 217, 1Cor 7:3,Eph 528, 1Cor 11:7, 2Th 213,
1Jn 26.

because your faith is growing exceedingly,

and thelove of every one of you all toward each other abounds.

Paul here explains 2 reasons for his thanksgiving — faith and love growing.

Their faith and love and growing and increasing in a very notable way. The words
here ae nat frequently used in the Scriptures (growing exceealingly is only here).

Faithisfaith in God, their Christian faith. The Thessare the subjea of thisfaith, God the
objed.

Note dso that bath o these (faith and love) were topics of Paul's exhortation and prayer
in 1Thess(3:5, 8, 10, 49-10, 312).
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The universal love they have is evident in the phrase "every one of you all toward eath
other." Not one personis|left out in this pleonastic construction. As Morris comments, even
though some problems are evident in the church, ALL get the commendation here.

Paul can tell these things abou their faith and love becaise of reports brought badk by
Timothy and perhaps others.

How can oretell abou aliving/growing faith? James 2:18 answers: faith works!

How abou increasing love? Similarly, it will be worked out in obvious ways.

Note that faith istoward God, and love is toward the brethren. The latter flows from the
former.

No manipulative/rhetorica purpose going onin thistext. Paul is encouraging them, sin-
ceely thankful for them.

4 so that we ourselvesglory in you

Paul extols the Thessalonian church before other churches as an example.

Thisistheresult of remarkable their faith and love. Withou that, Paul wouldn't have said
much abou them to ather churches.

Perhaps this gives us sme ideaof the centrality of these aspeds of Christianity! Noteit.

Debate in the literature dou "we ourselves', whether it contrasts Paul vs. the bashful
Thessalonians, or Paul vs. his normal modest behavior regarding his own church plants, or, as|
take it, Paul compared to ather peoplein 1 Thess1:8-9. The others were telling all abou the
Thessalonians throughou their geographicd region; Paul adds that he himself isdoing so. The
church gets an apostolic commendation from this emphatic pronoun.

in the churches of God

Seans evident here that Paul bringsin athird group of people—besides the aithors and
redpients, we now have other churches. Viewing this sdion from thaose threeperspedivesis
helpful.

Helpful to seethat it is OK to baast of agoodexample. In this case, it isagoodexample
of Godswork (recdl Paul's obligation to give thanks abowe) in anew church pant.

It seems Paul was naot shy about this boasting as he gave it to many churches.

for your patience and faith

Thisiswhat Paul is boasting abou.

Somewhat of areiteration d the reasons for Paul's thanksgiving above.

Thisisan interesting word for patience— hupanone. Most commentators note its 'literal’
meaning as "standing under." It ishalding out, beaing up undr difficulty, perseverance

Some commentators note that patience and faith feed off of one ancther (Morris, abowve).
Thisisinteresting. Faith breeds patience and endurance But patience, as aresporse to tribulation
isinvaved in bulding faith (1 Peter 1.7, etc.)

in all your persecutionsand tribulations

But patience and faith go together and describe the Thessresponse to perseautions and
tribulations.

These esentialy mean the same thing; some commentators try to make abig diff erence
out of them. They are seemingly synonymous. These ae presaures, trouldes, oppressons, tribu-
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lations. Hiebert diff erentiates: perseautions are haostile adions by opporents of the gospel, and
tribulations are various presaures and pains experienced by the believers.

Conreding thiswith verse 5, they are suffering "for" the kingdom of God. So, it is par-
ticularly for their faith that they are suffering.

All - Thisisnot afew trias, but alot!

which you are enduring.

It seems obvious to me that the perseautions and sandwiched between petiencefaith ore
the one hand and endurance on the other. Textually we canna separate them (thisis particularly
relevant to verse 5 and the antecedent of the "manifest token" (endeigma)).

Thisis apresent tense verb—the Thessare presently undergoing continued perseaution.

Thisisagreda word—they are enduring their perseautions, na running or wilting! What
afaith! This, like verse 3, would be agreda encouragement. Strengthen resolve, stimulate hope.
(Green).
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