Greek Exegesis of 2 Thessalonians Sermon Outli ne #2 Matthew A. Postiff
Expaository August 1, 2003

TEXT: 2 Thesslonians 1:5-10
TITLE: The Certainty and Comfort of Divine Justice

THEME: Paul informs the Thessalonians that justicewill be meted out in their case & the future
judgment of God. The judgment is demonstrated to be righteous by their present situation, it will
result in eternal destruction (but not annihilation!) for unbelievers, and will benefit not only the
Thessalonian and al other believers, bu aso glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. Whil e the Thessal o-
nians are presently faithfully enduring perseaution, they can look forward to utimate reli ef from
troulde becaise God's righteous judgment will surely occur.

PROPOSITION: Gods future judgment will punish the wicked and give relief to believers.
INTRODUCTION: <Red the text.>

Have you ever been perplexed by what seemsto be the prosperity of evil people? Why isit that
they can get away with al kinds of evil? This brings to mind Ps. 73,a psalm which addresses
this very problem of the prosperity of evil people. Asaph explained that he had gone astray in his
thinking when he said <Read Psalm 73:2-5>. The wicked seaned to be doing so well. This
caused Asaphto aimost "slip" up.

Y et when he got his thinking cgp functioning properly, he redized the following: <Read Psalm
73.17-20>. It was not Asaphwhowould utimately "dlip” up, bu the wicked who would. God
will trip them upin their own devices and their endwill be destruction. Thase who move away
from God, 7327 says, will perish. On the other hand, those who trust in im have the benefit of
being able to draw nea to Him, 7328.

Likewisein ou text, those people who run away from God, who do no know him nor believe
the gospel, will get just what they want — the Lord will remove his presence from them. But he
will addto the removal of his presence something else: eternal troudein their eternal deah.

On the other hand, kelievers will get a share of the presenceof the Lord and His glory. The cer -
tainty of thistwofold result of God's justice permedaes the passage andis acomfort to those
who are presently suffering perseaution.

Transition from introduction to body: Let us examine exadly how Paul explains this twofold
judgment, where punishment will come to the wicked and relief to the righteous.

l. The present circumstances of the Thessalonians demonstrate the righteousnessof
God'stwofold judgment —vv. 5-7a.

The judgment that Paul talks abou hereis, in thistext, limited to the future judgment that
Godwill cary out at the sesaond coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thisis because of the mntext,



namely that the future aped of judgment dominates the foll owing verses.' Paul makesit very
clea herethat...

From the previous book,as well asthisvery sedion (1:4,5,6 pesent tense verbs), it is clea that
the Thessalonians were enduring gred perseaution.

A. Faithfulnessin perseautionis evidence of the righteousnessof God's judgment —
V.5

1. The"whichis" (KJV) refersto the whde of the previous verse. Faith, pa-
tience and endurancetextually surroundthe ideaof perseautions and af-
flictions.

a. Ther Christian faith was the caise of the perseaution and their faith
helped them stand undr it. They were suffering for the kingdom of
God, na for something else.

b. The perseautions by themselves gave evidence of the redity of the
Thessalonians' faith—that they would na abandonthe gospel be-
cause of the perseaution.

c. Therefore, we caana separate their endurance from the persecution.
Theideais nat complete unlessbaoth are present.

2. Their suffering for the sake of the kingdom, their faith, patience, and en-
durance ae dl positive qualiti es that can be used as proof that God's
judgment isright. In ather words, the Thessalonians resporse to their
situationis an evidence of the rightnessof God's blessng them with the
kingdom rest and the presence and glory of the Lord. Had they run away
or something other than enduring the perseautions, there would be no ex-
terna evidencethat God was making the right judgment.

3. Asfar asverse 5 isconcerned, Paul only all udes to ore side of the judg-
ment, namely that the believers would be counted worthy of the kingdom
of God. Thisredoning is dore by God, at the time of the judgment, and
the result of it isthat the believers will be demonstrated, shown, courted,
sean to be worthy of the kingdom. Plenty of evidencewill be availableto
badk upthis conclusion d the judgment. God's judgment isright, by defi-
nition, bu there will be plain evidenceto substantiate the outcome for the
Thessalonians.

4. What is this kingdom of God? Many are confused abou this, thinking that
we ae "bringing in the kingdom" or "working for the kingdom" and so on.
Such terms oud be used carefully. The kingdom of God in the Scrip-
tures usualy refersto the eathly, 10008yea reign of the Messah from Je-
rusalem. We can seethe whole kingdom program of God throughou the
Biblein 10stages[go through quickly, if timeisavailable].

! For further justification, seethe exegeticd notes sdion later on in this document.



a. In preparatory stagesin Genesis and ealy Exodus (dominion man-
date)

Establishment at Sinai in Ex. 19f.

Disfunction in the dual-monarchy period after Solomon.

Disbanded in Ez. 10.

The prophesied reingtitution duing the "golden” agein the OT

prophets.

f. Theoffer of this kingdom by the Lord Jesus Christ ealy in Matthew's
gospel.

g. Thergedion d the kingdom by the Jews by Matt 12, 23.

h. The postporement of the kingdom program in parables of Matt 13.

i. The establishment of the kingdom at the seaond coming of Christ in
Matt 25. The Church will rule andjudge with Christ, as his bride (2
Tim 2:12,Rev 204, 1Cor 6:3). This phase of the kingdom will | ast
1000yeas (Rev. 20). So, right now God s cdli ng out peopleinto his
church in this age, and preparing them to work uncer Christ in the
kingdom age.
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j. Themerging of it into the derna state.
5. The Thessalonians were suffering for this kingdom.

a. Firstof all, the cause of their suff ering was their association with the
kingdom of God. These unbelievers ultimately hated Gods rule,
God's kingdom, and anyone associated with His kingdom.

b. On the other hand, the Thessalonians would receve comfort from
Paul's gatement because their suffering was not "for nothing.” There
was a bigger cause in mind than just themselves. Sufferings are bea-
able when they are endured in thislight. Such present suffering in
Paul's mind are nat redly comparable to eternity's benefit (2 Cor
4:17,Rom 8:18).

c. Itistruethat this suffering would tend to mold the charader of the
Thessalonians as well astest their faith to prove its genuineness But
here Paul is not looking at this asped of suffering in thistext. The
suffering is a negative thing produced by wicked unkelievers which
becaiseit isendured faithfully, pants out that God's justiceis truly
justice

d. Finaly, we note that the suffering was "for the kingdom" and nd
"because you are in thetribulation." Thiswas, in part, an answer to
the Thessalonian's doults about the Day of the Lord, further devel-
oped in chapter 2.

Transition: God through Paul goes onto further explain the righteous judgment of God. Paul
makes a statement like "if it is OK for God to judge evildoers and giverest to Christians...AND



IT IS?...then what I've just said aboveis perfedly to be expeded. That shoud be no surprise!
"The perseauted will be deaned worthy of the kingdom (v. 5b), since (eiper) it isjust in the sight
of God for the &flictors to reg affliction and the &flicted to be granted rest."*

B. Godwill givetroubdeto thetroubders—v. 6.

1.

Therightnessof God'sjudgment is also made plain by the perseautions
which the Thessalonians were undergoing. Thisis evidence of the right-
nessof God's condemnation d unbeli evers which Paul mentionsin verse
6, and will explainin more detail later in the passage.

Whatever side you are looking at then, God's judgment is right. "Shall not
the Judge of al the eath doright?' Gen 1825, Rom 3:5.

Theideahereisthat God will "repay” or "give bad in return.” The law of
sowing and regoing seems evident here (Gal. 6:7-8). Or, the law of lex tal-
ionis, afair payment for injury dore.

Application: We aetold as Christians to leare judgment in the hands of God (Rom 12:19).

4.

The way Paul saysit (with a cognate @nstruction) emphasizes the ideaof
"troude". The troubdemakers are going to be in troude, Paul says. In ather
words, God is going to turn the tables on the perseautors.

C. Godwill giverest for thetrouded —v. 5b, &

1.

Part of thisturning of the tables will be that the believers will be paid for
their tribulations very handsomely—the ultimate rest of a believer with
God. Theideaof rest isthat of the kingdom (Is 2:4, 116). Of course, for
the believer, there ae related rests—nat just the kingdom, bu also after
deah "with the Lord" (2 Cor 5:8) or after the rapture if we live until that
time. But such rest is manifested for al to seewhen the Lord comes again.

In ather words, two outcomes flow out of the single situation that the
Thessalonians are faced with at present. Just like 1 Peter 4:14 and Php
1:28 where two oucomes come out of one event, here Godis using one
side of the min (faith and petience) to justify blessng; the other side of the
coin (perseaution) to justify his judgment onthe unbelievers.

When dces this al happen? At the second coming of Christ. Some have
looked at thistext and said that it suppats a post-tribulational rapture po-
sition. Not so!

a. Paul istying ultimate rest onthe eath to the coming of the kingdom.

b. For him to doso daes nat deny that the believer will be raptured
seven yeas before the kingdom begins. The mmpletion d God's
judgment is a package ded and will cometo full redization at the

2 The first-classconditional statement at the start of verse 6 gives thisindication. See exegetica notes for more justi-

ficaion.
% Martin, p. 207.



start of the Messah's kingdom. Paul simply hereis compressng his
view of end time events, and asauring the readers of kingdom rest.

Transition: The text now gives further detail onthe two oucomes of God's future judgment,
starting with the punishment of the wicked and then moving to the positive side of judgment.
The Bible "unfolds" itself here for us to get more detail ed glimpse of this two-outcome judgment
and says...

. The Lord will punish unbelievers at the judgment — vv. 7b-9.

[llustration: In a @urt of law, there aetwo main perties: the judge and the acaised (omitting
jury trials for now). When the acaised is convicted, heis being labeled by the state or federal
government as a aimina whois liable to the punishment due his deeds. This purishment is
cdled the sentence We have asimilar kind d thing going onin the next coude of verses. Notice
that...

A. Thejudgeisthe Lord Jesus Christ — v. 7b-8a. The king, God the Father, has appanted
Him to be the judge.

1. He will bereveded from heaven. Just where he avaits now —Acts 1:11.
He will bedisclosed ar brought "out of obscurity” when he comes bad to
establish hiskingdom onthe eath after the tribulation.

2. He will come with hisangels. These angels passessmiraaulous power.
which will be used to asgst the Lord in judgment.

3. The Lord will be acompanied by "flaming fire." Such literal fire often
accompanies a Theophany. In this case, we technicdly have a
Christophany. We can seesimilar instancesin Ex 13:21, 1918, Rev 1:14.

B. The aiminas are unbdlievers—v. 8b.Two primary and ore seamndary charge against
them are given:

1. The aiminals do nd know God. Paul spe&ks here of a personal relation-
ship o apersonwith God. A believer has that.

2. The aiminals do nd obey the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul spe&ks here of
the required faith, spoken of as"obedience' here, of the gospel. A believer
also hasthat. The ideaof obedience, or "duty faith” asit is ometimes
cdled, isthat the gospel isnat only an invitation, bu also an exhortation.
Acts6:7, 1631, 1730 are examples where the gospel is urged orto people
in a ommand form (Rom 1.5 also).

3. They are dso personaly resporsible for their afflicting unbelievers. So, in
asense, they are judged by their works. No works-based judgment in the
question d salvation ever turns out favorably for the person dang the
works; here though, the primary problem is that they do nd know God na
dothey obey the gospel.

4, These charges amourt to basicdly the samething - unkelief. There ae
threeimplications to the whale point:



a. First, Paul is saying that it isacriminal adivity to na obey the gos-
pel. Such dsobedienceisnat to be taken lightly. It is a serious matter.

b. Seomond,Paul ismaking it very clea herethat thereis avery exclu-
sive way of salvation. Y oumust be one who knavs God and oleys
the gospel if you are to avoid future destruction.

Transition: This brings usto the third implicaion d these charges—not only that it is criminal
torged the Lord, and that thereis no aher way to avoid destruction, bu ...

c. That way isonly through the Lord Jesus Christ. To knov God, as our
text says, isthe same & eternal life (John 173). Jesus gives eterna
life (John 1028). He isthe only way to get thislife and knav God
(John1 46). No man-made, works-based variant will do. It hasto be
the gospel "of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Good opportunity to give the gospel herein fuller form!

Application: Hold the line onthe truth of the gospel. Don't give aninch. To doso isto deny this
text, to say that it redly doesn't matter which gospel someone believes. God hes clealy said here
thekind o people whowill be purished. Any deficiency in the gospel they hang onto is eter-

nally dangerous!

C. The sentenceis everlasting destruction—v. 8a, 9.

[HTustration: Punishment is obviously not a popuar topic any time, much lessthese days. For
example, discipline such as ganking of children isamost universally frowned uponin society.
But the purpose of thisisto corred the dhild from going further away from God and from what
isright. The society has lost this common sense, has forgotten that the universeis basicdly de-
signed onasystem of moras (Gods!) and thus punshment isavalid and recessary thing.

1.

The ultimate punishment, is pictured by Paul asa"giving" of vengeancein
v. 8a. Interesting that he would use this term given the ideathat the gospel
itself is mething "given." But God "gives' out punishment as well .

The "everlasting destruction” is the penalty to be experienced by these
folks. This does not mean annihil ation, as Jehovah's Witnesss tead.
What it meansis eternal conscious deah, adeah that lasts forever, ruina-
tion. Thisiseverlasting in duation and destructionin quality, as oppcsed
to eterna life, which has the same duration bu atotally different "standard
of living."

It will be"from the presence of the Lord." Thisiswhy we say that one &
ped of Hell is eternity apart from God. The terrible sentenceis this: "I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Mat 7:23).

It will be"from the glory of His power." Again, the unbeliever will eter-
nally be gpart from God's glorious power. Not even a glimpse of it will be
seen in Hell. Compare this with Rom 1:20, where dl the world painly



sees God's power in natural revelation. Even thiswill be misang from
Hell.

Application: It isurgent to tell others abou the way of escgpe from such judgment. Faceit, it
helps a personto be saved if they know they are lost and destined for Hell. We dont have to
apoalogize for any mention d "hell, fire, or brimstone" becaise it is certainly true. God hes said it
right here.

Transition: Thetext continues to urfold the two oucomes of God's future judgment, now focus-
ing on the beneficial outcome for both the Lord and His saints.

llI.  ThelLord will give rest to believers and Himself be glorified at thejudgment —v. 10.
A. Thetime of the judgment is during the Day of the Lord ("When...onthat day.")

The Day of the Lord isthe time period from just after the rapture, through the
tribulation, through the 1000yea kingdom, urtil the end d the kingdom. How do
we know this?

1. 1 Thess5:2. The Day of the Lord will come quickly onthe heds of the
rapturein 1 Thess4.

Zech 141-4. The Lord's ssoondcoming isincluded in "that day."

2 Peter 3:10. The destruction d the heavens and eath happen in the day of
the Lord after the kingdom isfinished (Rev 21:1).

Trangition: But thisis ort of aminor paint in the text, becaise the focus is on what happens to
the Lord andto his saintsin that day. Noticethat...

B. Believers will t ake part in the glorificaion and admiration d the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1. For the Lord to be glorified means that he will be held in high esteem, he
will be honaed. Thiswill occur "among his sints.”

2. For the Lord to be almired means that he will be respeded, wondered at.
Thiswill also occur among his saints, mentioned as "all those that be-
lieve."

3. The evident assumption d Paul isthat, uike unbelievers, the believers
will be blessed with the presence of the Lord and the glory of His power.
He will be"among" them or in thelr midst, as sme translate "in His
saints' and "in all them that believe." They will be in the kingdom age,
which isan age of rest. All of these benefits will acaue to believers!

Paul wraps up the whole benefits padage of verses 5, 7,and 10 lere!
Application: Rejoicein this truth!



CONCL USION:

But let's be horest with ouselves. At present, we do nd face ay trouble like the Thessalonians
did. Oh, thereisan occasional bump in the road, bu usually the potholeis not that big. So how
doesthistext apply to us?

The text has howed us the cetainty of God's future judgment. Certainty leads to a need for ur-
gency and acairagy. It is urgent to present the gospel, to tell others of their lost-ness Accuragy in
presenting the gospel is amust because the true gospel is the only way out of troubde.

The text has also showed us the comfort of God's judgment. Thereis no cause for ultimate de-
gpair, even in times of harshest trial. The Lord will be glorified "in you,andyouin him." You
will sharein hispresence his glory, and the rest of the kingdom of God.

Paul adds toward the end d verse 10 the statement that "our testimony among you was be-
lieved." The purpose of such a statement is to remind the Thessalonians of their belief in the
gospel. They are included among those "saints' and "all them that believe" because they believed
what Paul said.

Is there any among youwould beli eve Paul's testimony of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Would you
beli eve that right now, today? That you can avoid eternal destruction by obeying the gospel of
Christ, which tell s you that you must believe in Christ? That you are by nature asinner? That
you personally commit sins? That these bar you from heaven? That Christ died for your sinsand
rose again from the dead to verify his clams? That the greaest sinisto reed God and the Lord
Jesus Christ? That eternal destruction awaitsif you do nd bow to the Lord? Oh make the dea-
sion today!<pause>

For you kelievers here, how abou Paul's testimony of future judgment?in all itsimplications?
Do you kelieve that? Will you ke diff erent because of it?<pause>

<Prayer>



Bibliography

Bauer, Walter, Frederick W. Danker, William F. Arndt, and F. Wilbur Gingrich. A Greek
English Lexicon d the New Testament and Other Earlier Christian Literature. 3% ed., re-
vised and edited by Frederick W. Danker. Chicago: University of Chicago, 2000.

Carson, D. A., Douglas J. Moo, and Leon Morris. An Introduction to the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.

Compton, R. Bruce. GreekExegesis of 2 Thessalonians. Class notes, Detroit Baptist Theological
Seminary, Summer 2003.

Green, Gene L. The Letters to the Thessaloniansin The Pillar New Testament Commentary,
Grand Rapids. Eerdmans, 2002.

Hiebert, D. Edmund. 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Winona Lake, Indiana: BMH Books, 1992.

MacArthur, John. 1 & 2 Thessalonians, in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Chi-
cago: Moody, 2002.

MacDonad, William. Believe's Bible Commentary. Ed. Art Farstad. Nashville: Thomas Nelson,
1995.

Martin, D. Michael. 1, 2 Thessalonians. The New American Commentary, vol 33. Edited by E.
Ray Clendenen et a. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1995.

McGee, J. Vernon. | & Il Thessalonians, Pasadena, CA: Thru the Bible Radio Network.

Metzger, Bruce M. A Textual Comnentary on the GreekNew Testament, Second edition, United
Bible Societies, 1994.

Morris, Leon. The First and oondEpistlesto the Thessalonians. The New International Com-
mentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids. Eerdmans, 1991.

Thomas, Robert L. 2 Thessalonians. In vol. 11 of The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. Frank
E. Gaebelein. Grand Rapids. Zondervan, 1978.

Wanamaker, Charles A. Comnmentary on 1& 2 Thessalonians. New International Greek Testa
ment Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990.



Sentence Flow Diagram — UB$4 Text
5 EVOELYMOL
The dkalag Kploewg
100 0g00
€lg 10 Kata&lwOfivor Vudg
¢ Paciielog
T00 Oe00,
UTEP MG KOl TOLGYETE,

6 glmep dlkaov
napo Oe@® dvramododvar *
101g OALBovoLY VUGG
SYMAARY

Vv toig OAPopévolg
dvectv
Hed” Mpdv,

£V T ATOKAAVWYEL
100 kvplov ‘Incod
an’ ovpavos
MET AYYEAOV SLVAUENS OVTOD

8 &V Tupl PAOYOG,
[again speaking of Jesus Christ from the "revelation of the Lord Jesus' above]
d1dovTOC £KdIKNOLY
TOIG UM €000V Beov
KOl TOIg M1 VTOKOVOLGLY
T eVOYYEA®
100 kVplov NUOV 'IncoV,

9 OlTLVEG diknv TIGOLGLV
OAebpov aiwviov
ATO TPOGHWTOL
100 KLPLOV
Kol amo Thg 80ENG
ThHg loygvog avdTov,

10 otav €A0n  £vdotacHfivou

£V 10ig aylolg adTon
Kot BavpoacHfivat

£V TAGLV TOIC TLGTEVCOOLY,

[ 0Tl €mioTevon

TO HOPTUPLOV TUAV

o £’ Vpdg,
gV T MUEPQ EKELVY).

* This repayment of evil for evil and good for good governs the rest of the passage (at least how | have it outlined).
This repayment happens at the revelation of Jesus Christ from heaven. This two-outcome judgment is a major focus

of the passage.
® Thisis aside note of Paul, indicating the connection of the Thessalonians with "those who have believed."
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Exegetical Notes

Verseb

MacArthur, 229.He seemsto take anteceadent of endeigma (manifest token or plain indi-
cdion) asthe combination d their patiencein perseaution. Their kingdom-first attitude "enabled
them to succesgully endure the inevitable perseaution that comes to the bald faithful.”

Thisideaseansto tie patience and perseaution inextricably together, as | was thinking
they were, becaise such perseaution would na come to thase of weék faith. The perseaution
seansto require such faith; and faith would na be naticedle unlessit wasin a context of perse-
cutionwhich highlightsitsredity.

"God'srighteous judgment to His chastening so that they would be considered wor -
thy..." But it isnot abasis of their salvation bu an evidenceof it, God preparing them to be
worthy for the kingdom. He goes into the whole disciplineidea and Heb 127-8.

He doesn't define kingdom of God, urfortunately. He follows Morris, 197198in quding
him, "the means of making him [the beli ever] what he ought to be]

Morris, 198.0n the "also" he suggests it li nks Paul with the Thessalonians, or lesslikely,
link present suff ering with future glory.

Martin, 204.Suggests ideathat Paul is encouraging them to persevere. He mentions
withou comment the 2-outcome judgment of God in the future.

Martin, 205.Martin chides Wanamaker for saying that only one or the other (patience or
perseaution) can be taken as anteceadent. "It does demonstrate aPauli ne style that can draw mul-
tipleinferences from asingle sign." (footnote 14). Singular endeigma indicaes narrower focus
than "al this' of NIV. He mentions possble that Paul's boast is the anteceadent, (206) but then
takes both patience and perseaution as antecadents. This then justifies God's 2-outcome judg-
ment, agred rolereversal.

Martin (206) says judgment is not always negative (suppating his paint), it can bere-
wardish. Perseaution demonstrates beli evers are on God's sde, AND their patienceindicates the
genuinenessof their faith —a doulde-edged sword suppating their worthinessfor the kingdom.

Commenting on nonredemptive nature of these sufferings, he says, "'As aresult you will
be counted worthy' is best understoodin relation to the rightnessof that judgment... Their mem-
bership in the kingdom was based onthe cetainty of God'sjustice, na the dficag of their suf-
fering.”

(207) "For which you are suffering” indicates agoodreason for suffering! | didn't think
of that myself...Crossreference Acts 14:22 among others. But he dso daesn't define the king-
dom.

Thomas 308.Compell ed to take judgment as future due to ctx. The focus for Thomasis
on the righteousnessof the judgment (good) with a 2-fold nature. (310) Worthinessalrealy es-
tabli shed at their salvation (based onChrist). Thisis atheologica argument. But the confirma-
tion d that happens throughout circumstancesin life. "Also" indicates experience @mmon with
Paul and others (latter is added ideaby Thomas that previous commentators didn't have).

The anphasis £ems to me to be on the righteous judgment, and nd just the judgment, as
Compton seansto takeit. There is no unrighteousnesswith God (Rom) shall nat the judge of the
eath doright (Gen 18).

McGee(111-2) takes suffering as preparatory for heaven (me: thereisno detailed king-
dom ideahere—most people probably think of "kingdom" as generic "being saved" or "heaven"
or something like that.) Made me think that most interpreters fall i nto two categories. the suffer-
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ings are ather "preparatory” or "confirmatory" and some in between. Can these ideas be found
elsawhere in the scriptures? | take Paul as referring to the latter, McGee and ahersto the former.

Green, 285.Sufferings test charader. But he does san to take sufferings as a necessary
pre-requisite to citi zenship in the kingdom of God.

Hiebert, 307.Either endeigmais acasative in appasition to previous sntence, or isto be
taken as a nominative with an elli psis before it. He says the sense is the same ether way. Judg-
ment is future; sign is both patience and perseaution. Their enduranceis evidenceto themselves
of new life.

308.eistoispurpase or result; either way ends up being an encouragement to the Thessa
lonians. The @urting worthy is not "made worthy" but judicial; salvation determines this. Suf-
fering is an oucome of already having been saved, he says. (Thisis corred—their suffering can-
not be taken apart from their patience).

Note: Sincethey suffered for it, they are guaranteead to be benefited by it. In ather words,
everyone will see @ that day of judgment that those who suffered on kehalf of the kingdom of
Godwill be dlowed to enter into it; the others will have nathing to say against that! Hiebert
(308-309) says that this suffering in behalf of the kingdom is a conscious thing ontheir part.
They are willi ngly doing it for the sake of God's work and utimately his kingdom.

Asin Rom 3:25-26, where thereis an ouward manifestation d the righteousnessof God,
the deah of His on, herethereisan ouward demonstration d the righteous judgment of God.
He doesn't leave the world with nosign that his people aeindeed his people. Thereisjustifiable
evidencethat they are indeed his own and are worthy of the kingdom of God.

Hiebert 308indicaes that the suffering is confirmatory in the sense that it "will show that
thereisamoral fitnessin them" for the kingdom. But ealier on he says there is a benefit to these
suff erings. He anphasizes the former idea

Hiebert 309 dasn't dedde what also means—either distinguishes present/future or ties
them with Paul's suffering.

Wanamaker seems to accept ideathat suff ering makes them worthy, but makes the judg-
ment of verse 5 future. This ams quite inconsistent.

We can tabulate the various pasiti ons this way, including mine which foll ows Hiebert, Martin,

and Thomas.
c
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Present or Future judgment indicaes whether the suffering is discipli ne or whether the judgment
spoken of iswhally future.

Prepares or confirms goes with the ideaof "worthy" in the verse. Preparatory indicates that Paul's
main ideais the suff ering as judgment prepares the heaers for the kingdom (purification and
chastening), whereas the confirmatory ideatakes Paul's main ideato be the evidence or proof of
their kingdom citi zenship.

It seemsthat all the ommentaries | looked at hardly made mention d the cnredion d vs. 5
with vs. 6 and the cndtional construction. Thisisnot helped by the NIV translation, for exam-

ple.

MadDonad (2049 takes the antecadent to be both; the judgment of v. 5is present, and it both
confirms and prepares the heaers for the kingdom. The worthinessis shown through endurance
this endurance prepares us morally for the kingdom. Thisis not an addition to the work of Christ
but demonstrates the one who has been made worthy by Christ. But 2052 fe talks of "God's
righteous purposes’ which seem to be different (to me) than his righteous judgment.

Martin, 209.Suggests, interestingly, that the discussonin 510isused by Paul to bdster his case
that the DOL had na yet arrived—they wer e suffering as an evidence of the righteousjudg-
ment of God, not as an evidence that the DOL had arrived and they werein perseaution.

Wanamaker seems somewhere off in left field onthis one. He does simmarize the view that
most English commentators take the combination d faith and patiencein perseautions as the an-
tecalent of endeigma. But he agues against this for grammaticd reasons. However, he quaes a
text which isnat clealy from either verse 4 or 5. he spe&ks of the "perseaution and affli ction that
you suffer.” But the word from verse 4 is enduance, na suffering, asin v. 9

Furthermore, he says the evidence"can only be areferenceto future judgment associated with
the day of the Lord." (p. 223, ¥ full paragraph) but this contradicts what he said ealier (222
midd e of page) in stating (and suppating) Basder's case, that "the evidencefor the righteous
judgment of Godisthe adual suffering of the Thessalonians that has the dfed of making them
worthy of Gods dominion." To thiswriter, it not clea which pasition heistaking.

Wanamaker's ideaof the kingdom is deficient. He doesn't nat define it at all except to say it has
to dowith God's "dominion."

Basder (quaed by Wanamaker, p. 222 |ast full paragraph) suggests "the ommunity assumed
that the day of the Lord had come..., bu their experience of perseaution dredly contradicted

this." It seansjust the oppasite—that they wondered if they were in the tribulation and so the

DOL had come, and they thought this because of the perseautions.

Verse 6

Not redly an imprecaion going on here. But it isjust abasic truth (Morris, 199. The scriptures,
even the NT, arefull if imprecdions. (I could list many examples but will save that for a sermon
onimprecdory texts!)
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Verse7

MadDonad (2049 says that rest does come to a believer at deah or at the rapture. But at the
secondcoming, the world will seethisrest. That's a new (to me) answer to the question d how
to harmonize this with the rapture. See &so 2051 ,lower right side. 2052 What has been true dl
along will be manifested (Christ's coming, the judgment, the rest, etc.)

Morris 200indicaes that we ae nat bad to look forward to this rest; we dorit look for it in the
wrong way, but it isatrue result of God's judgment—a benefit to Christians. Also, "with us" in-
dicates that Paul knows firsthand their troudes—he can comfort those who are being affli cted
because of the comfort he himself hasreceved of God (2 Cor 1).

Morris 201 says the power is not of angels but of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. Martin 210
agrees.

MacArthur 233.Thisrevelation d the Lord Jesus Christ will make it clea whoHeis, urlike &
hisfirst coming.

Verse8

MadDonald (2049 takes flaming fire not as a symbad of God's presence (Ex. 16.10). But isapic-
ture of the fiery judgment. Herefersto Ps. 503, Isa. 66.15. Hmmm Compton daesn't have a
preference here. Fireis asociated with the cming of God, bu it's not clea to me that the fire
adualy isameans of judgment in this case—certainly the flames of Hell are these folks final
destination, bu not until after the kingdom period. Madonald takes either asa"picture’. | pre-
fer to take litera fire and prefer the former instead of the latter. MacArthur 235takes it asfire of
judgment but then heis ssmewhat inconsistent, using it as presence of deity.

Martin 211takes flaming fire with the previous verse, as part of the presentation d the revelation
of Jesus. Wanamaker takes the flaming fire a going with the judgment, and nd the mming.

MacArthur 236ties retribution with Stephen's ac@urt of Moses taking vengeance on the Egyp-
tian.

Morris 203— the punshment isnat vindictive but firm justice

Morris 2034 agrees with me that thisisasingle group d people spoken of in perall el terms.
Martin 212agrees:. either Jews or Gentil es can be described with either term.

Martin 213 olethron aionion spe&ks of extreme disastrous punishment, na annihil ation.

Verse9
MadDonald 2051.Punishment is necessary for Godto perform.
Morris 204.Again Gods justiceis . Everlasting destructionis not just aduration thing, bu a

quality thing, just like @ernal life has aduration bu also aquality to it. McGeel13thisjusticeis
nat vindictive but isto satisfy God's righteousnessand hdiness 114 e conveystrue eanestness
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in telling souls of Christ. And d being thankful for what Christ did for usin delivering us from
certain judgment.

Verse 10

Morris 206 A sharing of glory going on here.

MacArthur 248. Two things happen to giverelief — glorificaion d Christ and admiration. |
wouldn't say it like this, but he does tie the kingdom rest/relief of 5 and 7with 10.That'swhat I'd
do.

Wanamaker suggests posshility that those who are punished will glorify the Lord and this will
vindicaethe saints. | doult it.

15



My Exegesis

Note espedaly structure, observations, textual isaues, grammaticd isaues, key terms, word study
results, theologicd import, context.

There ae noimportant textual issuesin thistext.

5 Which isa manifest token

Thisis probably the most difficult grammaticd issue in chapter 1, so in additionto the
copious nates I've laid ou abowve, | will put some justificaion here ato why | took the gpproach
| did.

of therighteous judgment of God

How can God ke just and all ow such perseautions? The answer is that his justicewill
come later in judgment. For now, heisallowing tribulationto happen to the Thessalonians to
build apubic case against the perseautors to justify their ultimate punishment, andto buld a
pubic case on kehalf of the Christians to justify their ultimate blessng.

Seethe related ideain Rom 3:25-26. Thisis adually aimost verbally parall el, with the
word endeixis being used twicein that context, andin 3:26 followed by eisto + infinitive. The
activity of the aucifixion serves as ademonstration d God's righteousness—past and present.
With resped to the past, it showed that God was just in petiently enduring the sins of the OT pe-
riod. With resped to the present, the aucifixion answers the grea question asto howv God can be
just and yet justify asinner. Similarly here, a present event, faithful endurancein perseaution,is
ademonstration that God's future judgment is righteousness The result of the judgment will be
an acounting of worthinessfor the kingdom for Christians, and a terrible sentence of eternal
condemnation for unbelievers.

What is the antecadent of endeigma?

1.1 takeit asthe mmbination o patiencefaith in perseautions. Asnoted below, ore can-
not be taken withou the other. Patienceis enduing affli ctions which are due to faith, andfaith is
the cause of the perseautions. Those who take ather/or seam to missthe integral conredion be-
tween these two in verse 3. Some writers take Paul's boasting as part of thisaswell, bu that is
toofar away textually and herd to fit in coherently.

2.Php 128isnot apredse paradl el becaiseit does nat talk abou the judgment of God.
However, it is helpful because it ill ustrates a situation where thereisa single event that points to
two oucomes. The Php nd being terrified by their opporentsis adoule-sign: one outcome will
be the perdition d the perseautors, the other outcome will be the salvation d the believers. A
similar constructionis enin 1 Peter 4:14, where areproad for the name of Christ has two ou-
comes:. the slanderers are blaspheming God, and you are glorifying God in enduring such. In this
case, we have asingle situation which leads to two oucomes. Martin suggestsit is possbleto
have multiple inferences from asingle sign (205,fn 14).

3. Endeigmais sngular; this playsinto my dedsionto take the combination of faith in
trials as the antecadent, becaise Paul wraps up thiswhole concept into oreidea Perseautions
andtribulations are plural so it seanslesslikely to me he is referring with the singular endeigma
to those.
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Some take verse 5 as present, 6-10 as future. | take them all as areferenceto future
judgment. Why is this judgment a future judgment?

1. Christians aready are worthy in Christ of hiskingdom. Thisfitswith 1 Thess2:12.
There is no merit here that can be gained for entranceinto the kingdom of God, asif needing to
endure a cetain amourt before being qualified. Green has thisideaof being measured worthy to
bemme a dtizen of an ancient city and paral els that with the kingdom. But Christ has dore dl to
make us worthy.

2. The whale context speeks of future judgment. The juxtapaosition d verse 5 with 6-10,
and the obvious teadting of the seaondcoming of Christ being the time of judgment seamsto tie
the judgment of 5 with that of 6-10.

3. Verses 5 and 6share the "righteous” judgment as their main subjed. This advances the
above agument.

4. Paul is not concerned in this text with the ultimate source of "Permitter" of the dflic-
tions. The blame for them lies syuarely at the fed of the wicked. Godis nat pictured here asthe
agent of the perseaution: the unbelievers are (vv. 6, 7). There aetextsin the Bible that tead that
God daes use trials asaway to buld ou faith (James 1). Heb 124-11, for example, pictures God
as "deding with you as ons' inamore dired way. Heb 123 and 1Peter 4:13ff indicate that this
isashare of the sufferings of Christ. Trials are not always dired "discipline" from God.

5. The suffering is "for" the kingdom. This means "on ac®urt of" the kingdom and gives
areason why unbeli evers are perseauting the Thessalonians (the wicked hate the kingdom), na
that the Thessalonians are suffering to be made ready for the kingdom.

6. The paint of verses 5-7ain thiswriter's view, is not "judgment now" vs. "judgment
later”" but isinstead the righteousnessof God's future judgment, which will have two outcomes.
Thisismade plain in verse 6-7a, where the two outcomes are listed explicitly. In verse 5, Paul
only dedswith ore side of the win.

7.1f there is any present/future wntrast here, it is not between judgment now and judg-
ment later, but is between perseautions now and justicelater; between enduring now and reli ef
later. Paul'swhole point is that the believers, though having to heroicdly demonstrate their faith
through endurance now, will be given rest later. The tables will be turned onthe perseautors.

8. Thewhdle padckage from vv. 5, 7,and 10go together in the future rest of the saints: the
kingdom, rest from troulde (particularly related to the kingdom age), and the participationin the
glorificaion and admiration d Christ, along with being in his presence and witnessng the glory
of his power (asin contrast to the punshment of verse 9).

9. Many commentators dorit tred the first-classcondtiona structure of verse 6 in their
explanation d verse 5. But it does ®am very relevant. Paul is using avery strong statement there
which is assumed true. He does this with eiper in ather contexts (Rom 3:30, 89, 817, 1Cor
15:15, 85). In eadth case, heis making an argument which is grongly assumed to be true and
which forms the basis of his argument of the text immediately before the aper. | think that Paul
is sying this: "(6) If indedl it is arighteous thing for God to repay affli ction to the flictors and
(7a) rest to the dflicted (andindedl it is!) then (5) your situation naw of faith and petiencein
perseadtionsisa dea sign of God's ultimate justice—you ve suffered for the kingdom and you
will be granted itsrest in the future. God's judgment will demonstrated by this evidenceto be
right on bdh courts: your entranceinto the kingdom, and your affli ctors' ultimate destruction.

How does the judgment relate to the purpose dause "eisto..." "that you may be munted
worthy of the kingdom of God." | take it that the result of God's judgment will be an dedaration
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of worth to enter the kingdom. It is based onthe Thessalonians faith: their worth in Christ. Their
suff erings are cnfirmatory of the righteousnessof this judgment. Some suggest that the suffer-
ings are preparatory for their entranceinto the kingdom. Whil e suff erings do strengthen faith and
aid in the believer's sanctificalion process | donit think Paul's paint in this text is that. Other texts
amply suppat thisidea

Martin summarizes well: "Their membership in the kingdom was based onthe cetainty
of Godsjustice na the dficagy of their suffering.” The cetainty of God's ultimate justiceis
what shines through in thistext.

that you may be counted worthy

Thisisaredoning, ademonstration a a showing to be worthy, bu not a"making” wor-
thy, sincethe worth-making work of salvation has not been dore by any of us, bu by the Lord.

Itisjudicial.

of the kingdom of God

Thereisa comfort in thisfor the believers. Ultimately their pain "will be worth it all”
when they are with the Lord.

Many commentators glossover what this kingdom is, and take it as a generic referenceto
being in the sphere of believers, under Gods rule, or something like that. We can be more spe-
cific with the idea I've included severa points abou this kingdom in the sermon manuscript
above and nd dupicaed them here.

for which also you suffer.

Thereisno doulb that to Paul, an attachment to the kingdom of God in any form or fash-
ionwould bring suffering. See &so Acts 14:22, 2Tim 3:12.

Their sufferings are not worthlessor useless It isagoodcause they suffer for. Thisisan
encouragement to the believers.

They suffered for it; they will be rewarded with it. None will be @le to argue ajainst
that.

Paul again uses a present tense verb "suffer” here. So we could trandate it "for which you
are suffering (presently).

Mention James 1, etc. here as related. Two purpaoses of our suffering: evidence ajainst
unbelievers (2 Thess1:5-7a) and ou own growth (James 1, 1 Peter 1.7, etc.)

6 Seeing it isarighteousthing with God
Thisisafirst-classcondtional which is © certain that Paul can start it with "if" or "if in-
ded" to butresshis argument from the previous verse. See explanationin verse 5 for detail s.
"Righteous’ ties us badk to the righteous judgment of Godin verse 5, linking the two
verses together: they are speaking of the sameidea

to repay trouble to those who trouble you

Certainty here of divinejustice Thisisa e/e-for-an-eye kind d payment. They will regp
what they sowed.

Here mgnate terms are used in the Greek to suggest an exchange, aturn-around,aturn-
ing of the tables, a sowing-regping thing. Emphasize thisin the sermon.

Mentionimprecdory idea
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7 and rest to you who aretroubled, along with us.

Paul isobviously nat talking about "rapture rest” or "rest with the Lord after deah” here
because he spedficdly ties thisjudgment in 7bto when the Lord isreveded from heaven at the
secondcoming. Y es, those other two things are rest for the saints, but Paul isfocusing his
thoughts here on the eathly rest of the saints when wrong will be made right! Rest refers to the
millennial kingdom spedficdly, where there will be relief from such affli ctions that they are un-
dergoing now. Thisisaso Paul's compressd view of things: heis not unpadking all of eschatol-
ogy herefor us.

To me, the two-outcome judgment seems to be amain idea—so I'd rather not make the
rest a parenthesis to the rest of the text. Furthermore, Ryrie's ideaof rest being "reli ef because
Godsjusticeisvindicaed" is problematic: it doesn't fit the context (though it this mental reli ef
will come & that time), but even more important isthe ideathat Paul's very letter to the Thessa-
lonians would have given them such mental relief, knoving abou God's ultimate justice NOW,
rather than having to wait in the future to knav abou it. Yes, they will wait to experienceit, but
they know abou it right now and can go onin their Christian life withou being blown abou by
every wind d doctrine.

"With us" indicaes that Paul is suffering too—and it isobvious from 1 Thessand aher
texts that he had! He was about to facemore in Corinth, if he hadn't already, when he was
brought before Galli o.

at therevelation of the Lord Jesus Christ

From this paint, the text seemsto urfold the two oucomes of judgment: one the punish-
ment of the wicked, and the other the blessng of the righteous.

Thisrevelationis, BDAG, an unwelling, disclosure of aseaet (eschatologicd reference).

The Lord is God's agent of judgment (Acts 17:31).

The Lord isthejudge.

from heaven
From where the Lord isnow (Acts 1:11) hewill return.

with his mighty angels

Some debate in the lit regarding "mighty". True that both the Lord is mighty, and hisan-
gels have mirade-working power given them by God. I've taken it to modify angels, bu it does-
n't make ahuge ded either way.

8 in flaming fire

Again debate here a to whether this goes with the cming of the Lord or with the judg-
ment. Opinion seansto be split in my reading. | take it as a prepositional phrase going with the
Lord's coming, so it would fit with the previous verse. Thereis often fire asociated with a
Theophany/Christophany (Ex. 19, dher places noted in the manuscript).

Thisfireislitera (pleese!)

Thisfire may also have ajudgmental asped as in those who are obstinate, rebelli ous, will
also bejudged, bu thisis more of asymbdlic ideathan the literal ideal prefer above. Ultimate
Hell-fire won't come until the Grea White Throne judgment.
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taking vengeance

Thereisno doub of the Bible's insistence onthe moral qualiti es of God's universe. Pun-
ishment will happen. Because of this moral bading to the universe, we shoud have punshment
today: for criminals, for wayward chil dren, for example.

The Greek hastheideaof "giving" out punishment. Y ou either are gifted with the gospel
or given punshment.

This punishment is not vindictive or hateful but is firm justice (note word ekdikesin).
Thereisno urfairnessor unrighteousnesshere (Rom 3:25). In fad, due to God's just nature, he
MUST dothis.

on those that do not know God
These aethe criminals. They do nd have apersonal relationship with God.

and that do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Many texts give the ideathat the gospel isa command to be obeyed (Acts 6, 16, 17.

This, with the &owve, basicdly ball down to the same thing — unkelief. Thereisjust one
large group d peoplein view here.

Thisisan exclusive message. If you dort have these two things, you arelost ®

9 Who shall be punished

Does this give us any impetus to tell the good rewsto athers? It shoud!

with everlasting destruction

Thisisthe sentence. It islethal. But not annihil ating. It istoo terrible to contemplate. Not
covered in gory detail i n the Scriptures, asif thisis enough and we shoudn't have to hea any
moreto be afervent witnesstelli ng others of their lost condtion.

Hell, fire, and lrimstone here. Old-time preaders were justified in giving thiskind o
sermon.

Lookto the deliverance from this destruction that is avail able from God.

Compare thisto everlasting life: durationand quality.

from the presence of theLord

Thiswill be abenefit of hearen. Unbelieverswill nat have ashred o the Lord's presence
to console them in their ultimate trouble.

"From" indicaes a separation from the presence of the Lord. Green took it as the pun-
ishment "sourcing” from the Lord's presence, but "prosopor’ seemsto have aspatial idea na a
sourceidea

They wanted to be away from Godin thislife; they will get their desirein the dter-life.

and from the glory of hispower.

Thiswill also be abenefit of hearen. But not for unbelievers. Thereis here dso an "apart
from" idea

Not even natural revelationwill be available any more to the unbelievers, in which (Rom
1) Gods eternal power and Godhead are reveded in sketch form.
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10  when heshall comeon that day
"When" indicates the time of the Lord's coming, bu thisideais nat redly the big point in
thisverse. The remainder of the verse is where the main idealies.

to beglorified among His sints

The infinitive to be glorified has a purpose idea Jesus will be glorified, and He will come
for to that end.

The ideaof glorification among others may be alink to Ps. 897, bu thisis areferenceto
believers and nd to angels (seansto me).

Glorificaionmeansto hdd in high estean, to be honaed.

and to be admired among dl those that believe

Similar ideato glorificaion. Admirationis to resped, to wonder at.

Both thisand the @bove ae "in the sphere of" the saints. Believers will be taking part in
this glorificaion and admiration, and will sharein it becaisethey are in Christ. Dr. Compton
arguesit isnat "glorified by" or "marveled at by" believers. | seehis point wrt the following
prayer, bu | doult believerswill NOT be glorifying their Lord or admiring him at that time!

—(and that includes you) because our testimony to you was beli eved.

Anédlipsis £ans necessary here. Paul is apparently including the believers at Thessalo-
nica anong the company of thase who will be admiring and glorifying their Lord, and partaking
in that aswell.
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