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TEXT: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (focusin this rmonison 23-12) (NASB)

Text with some reading notes to be used duing the reading (make notes explicit thistime for
applicaion d Homll concepts, which is probably goodfor me in the future so | remember what |
was thinking!).

(1) Now we request you, lrethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our gathering together to Him, (2) that you nd be quickly shaken from your composure or be
disturbed either by a spirit or amessage or aletter asif from us, to the dfed that the day of the
Lord has come.

(3) Let no orein any way deceve you, [hereis Paul’s main point in thistext: do not
be deceved that you are in the midst of theday o the Lord, recaving thewrath of God.
How can we be so sure? He explains smethingsthat we would seein the midst of the Day,
which we do not see Thus, we are not in it.] for it will not come unessthe gaostasy comes
first, and the man of lawlesessisreveded, the son d destruction, (4) who opp®es and exalts
himself above every so-cdled god a objed of worship, so that he takes his & in the temple of
God, dsplaying himself as being God. [Paul has explained two things: that a) thereisan
apostasy, alarge movement of people away from God; and b) the man of sin, the
Antichrist, will make hisappearance]

(5) [Read with some enphasis here] Do you nd remember that while | was still with
you, | was telli ng you these things? [Now he returnsto hisline of argument, particularly
speaking about the revelation of the Antichrist.] [In reading the following, emphasizethe
“now” and “then” phrasesasunderlined because they are important to the sequence of
events.]

(6) Andyou knav what restrains him now, so that in histime he will be revealed. (7) For
the mystery of lawlessnessis already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until heis
taken out of the way. (8) Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the
breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; (9) that is, the one
whose coming isin accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,

(10) and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not
receive the love of the truth so asto be saved. [At this point, the focus has ifted to those
involved in the apostasy. Noticethat those who do not receve the love of the truth are those
who will perish. Becausethey did not believe, they will recave God’sjudgment.] (11) For
this reason, God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false,
(12) in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasurein
wickedness.

TITLE : Do not be deceived!

HOMILET ICAL IDEA, aka PROPOSITION: Do not be deceived about the future, for
Christians will not experience the wrath of the Day of the Lord.



INTRODUCTION: (Summarize 2:1-2 and 2:5 here sincewe’ ve drealy looked at them in some
detail ) If we badk up alittl e bit, we will remember that the Thessalonian church faced grea
tribulation. Thisisevident in 1:4-7 (read relevant bits of this). This apparently made them ripe
targets for wrong teading, which is aluded to in 2: 1-2. Somehow, they had been convinced (or
nealy so!) that they were in the midst of the Day of the Lord, that God s judgment had begun.
This entail ed afew things:

1. They forgot previous teating — In 2:5 Paul chides them, “Do you nd remember...|
was telli ng you these things?’

2. They head from afalse teadter, either from their own midst or from outside (Acts
20:29-30), by means of aprophecy or written letter (1:2).

3. They becane disturbed, shaken up,even to the point of being decaved (1:2-3).

So Paul writesin chapter 2 to corred their thinking and help them get out of the rut of
deceptionthat they werein. Yes, they have tribulation. But no, thisis nat the end-time
tribulation, which will be of afar worse variety. There will be things going onthen which are
not here now.

Transition from introduction to body: What we have said isthat God dd na want the
Thessalonians to be deceved abou future events. Neither does he want us to be deceved abou
future things, in particular the fad that the Christian is NOT present during the eathly
tribulation, the particularly wrath-ful part of the DOL. But how can we be sure? How can the
Bible say to na be deceved abou the future, for Christians will not experiencethe wrath of the
Day of the Lord. Paul gives usthreegoodreasonsright in the text.

Thefirst reasonis...

The Man of Sin has not yet been revealed. Vv. 3c-4, 8-9
A. Youwould know the Man of Sin by his oppasition o God.

Rev 136, whereit is said o this one, the beast, “And he opened his mouth in
blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name....”

B. Youwould knav the Man of Sin by hisclaim to deity.

[llustration: Thisisjust like Satan. Consider I saiah 14:14, which | believeis areferenceto
Lucifer a hisfall from ahadly state when he becane Satan, the grea oppaser of God.

The Abomination d Desolationiswhat is oken o here. SeeMatt 24:15, Dan 9:27. Dan
11:36 aso spedks of the antichrist. But this sort of thing happened ore timein the past:

[llustration: Dan 11:21-35 records, by prophetic word, the caeea of Antiochus Epiphanes and
his deseaation d the Jewish temple by saaificing apig onthe dtar. [Flesh this history out with
some from 1 Maccdess, etc.]

C. You would knav the Man of Sin by his Satanicdly powered decetful signsand
WONCErS.



These ae reminiscent of the signs of an apaostle (2 Cor 12:12). If only those who
were decaved would heaken badk to Deut 13:1-3 and 18:21-22. They would
know how to evaluate amirade-worker, even ore whaose mirades do come true!
[Explain]

D. All will know the Man of Sin by his ultimate end — destruction.

Heisdescribed in v. 3asthe “son d perdition.” Thisis same description as Judas
Iscariot in John 17:12. A “son d perdition” is apersonwhose destiny is
perdition, aka destruction. It doesn’t mean that “Mr. Perdition” was his
father, bu it isan idiom for one who is destined for destruction. Similar
phrases occur in 1 Thess 5:5, where Christians are cdl ed sons of light and
sons of the day, that is, we aeto be dharaderized by light, as God ou
Father islight andin him thereis no darknessat al! See éso Matt 13:38.

Indeed he will be “consumed” and “destroyed” by the Lord Jesus Christ at
Christ’s mndcoming. Refer to Rev 19:15, Isa. 11:4. The brightnessof
his coming refersto 2 Thess1:7 “flaming fire” among other references to
his ndcoming (M att 24:30).

Note for aminute the deception d this Antichrist compared to the true Christ:

Christ Antichrist

An open “revelation” or disclosure 1.8 2:8
A “coming’ 2:8 2:9
Claim worship as God 1:10 2:4
Powerful signs 1.7 2:9

For those who are deceved, it might be a ‘whoiswho here?’ kind d question. The Antichrist is
Satan’s grea masterpieceof adeception. Heisnaot only against Christ, but a pseudo-Christ.

Transition between main points: Paul has said that unlessthe Man of Sinisreveded, the Day
of the Lord isnat yet. The DOL is not here yet, he says. What heis syingisthis: “I’ll believe it
when | seeit!” We canna always say this becausein ared way we “walk by faith and nd by
sight.” But Paul isgiving us clea evidence “If you kelieved my teading, then you can say with
cetainty that we ae nat in the DOL because you dorit seeit’s constituent events yet!”

WEeéll, we' ve only gone over one reason nd to be decaved abou the future: the man of sin has
nat yet been reveded. There ae still two more. The next oreis...

. The Apostasy has not yet happened. Vv. 3b, 10-12

Unfortunately, the deceptive works of the Antichrist will beinvolved in agrea apostasy
from God. Thiswill perhaps begin to happen immediately after the rapture, bu will certainly be
“aided and abetted” by the presence of the Antichrist, whowill quickly appea onthe scene dter
the rapture.



Asfor the meaning of the word “apostasia” where “falli ng away” comes from, Acts 21:21 gives
usagoodclue. Thisisby far the normal meaning of the word —arevolt or defedionina
religious ense.

A. The people of this apostasy are thase who regjeded the truth of the gospel and took
pleasure in wickedness

Refer to 2 Thess 1:8, Rom 1:32 for parallels onthese dharaderistics.

B. As punishment, God will send them a strong deluding influence

[llustration: “George Eliot, in one of her novels, says that grea delusions are sometimes
mistaken for gred faith.” [Hallock, p. 219. Thiscould bethe cae if delusionis couched in
terms of aworld-wide religious g/stem, asindicaed in Rev 13 and the references to “worship”

of the beast and d-agon. Thiswill have somekind d religious asped toit. In ather words, people
will be going li ke sheep to the slaughter—not knowing what is happening, and adually believing
that they are doing the good and right thing! This happens all the time today with cults, the —
isms, -ics, and —tics.

Biblical lllustration: It may seam to you urfair that God sends these folks a deluding influence
After all, doesn’t that mean that they don't have a ¢iance? How can God set them in their course
by allowing adelusion yet also at the same time can judge them for it? This seamslike an
unanswerable question. But there ae afew things that help us. Read Romans 9:10-24, which
shows us that
1) The answer to this paradox is God' s Svereign choice, his purpose, justly caried o,
and mercifully applied.
2) The example of Pharaohis instructive—he hardened his heat against God (Exodus
8:15) but it can adso be said that God hardened his heat (Exodus 7:3).
3) Verses 19-21 show us that we shoud na talk badk to God when hetellsusthiskind d
truth.
4) Finadly, nae that these of the goostasy did openly regjed the gospel. They did na
believeit; rather they “took deasure in wickedness” They have no excuses.

C. Asaresult of the grea delusion, they will believe “thelie.”

At this dage, the lie can be dou anything as far from the truth as the Antichrist
wantsit to be. Unbelieverswill swallow it hook,line, and sinker.

[llustrate: Gen 3.4 shows alie, which at the time of its e&king was “the lie” in the sense that it
was thefirst one. Thelie denied God s word; we would be warranted to believe that “thelie” of
the future antichrist will also be something that denies the truth of the Scripture, in hovever
subtle afashionit might be. Thelie will probably relate to the worship o the Antichrist and his
so-cdled dvine powers.

D. The final result will be that the goostates will be condemned to deah for their
unbelief. They will perish in the judgment and ke cat into Hell. They will not be
saved (vv. 2212, 210, 210).



Application: Catch the gravity of thistruth! 1 Thess 2:10-12 give us aterrible sequence of
events for thase who rebel from God: they recave nat the love of the truth, so God will j udge
them by causing them to be deceaved (regarding the Antichrist and the final gred apostasy). This
deception will mean that there will be thousands, milli ons, perhaps billi ons of people who will
believe thelie of the Antichrist’s deity and rebel against God. There will be no turning badk for
those apaostates at this paint. [Of course, some will be saved duing thetribulation...Rev 7:3-4,
13:7-8, 1417, 204, etc.] After the rapture happens, from a human standpant, the “chances’ go
way down for apersonto becme abeliever. The time for salvationis now, friends. [Proclaim
the gospel herel]

Transition between main points: Andif the two reasons that he has mentioned are not enowgh,
God dedimitsfor us one more cetainty that will come to passimmediately before the two events
we've drealy discussed—the revelation d the man of sin and the grea apostasy—and that is
that...

[I1.  TheRestrainer hasnot yet been moved out of theway. Vv. 6-7
A. At present, the Restrainer is holding badk the Antichrist

Whoisthisrestrainer? It isamuch debated text, bu I’'m convinced that it isan
obligue referenceto the Holy Spirit and particularly His presencein the
church duing this age of grace Thisis evident becaise:

1. Only the divine power of the Spirit of God can truly restrain the full operation
of evil. We caand. We aenat redly all owed to say, “ Get theebehind me,
Satan.” (Matt 16:23) No, instea it is, “The Lord rebuke you’ (Jude 9).

2. The grammar in the text indicates the Holy Spirit (neuter “what” now restrains
and masculine “he” who restrains) because other texts in the Bible that
clealy refer to the Holy Spirit exhibit this ssame dharaderistic (John 1526,
16:13-14). The Spirit’srolein restraint of sinisin Gen 6:3.

3. Therapture will remove the Holy Spirit, the restrainer, and the Antichrist will
be freeto dowhat he wishes.

B. At present, evil work isgoing on all thetime, even though there is arestrainer.

Thiswould perhaps explain some of the Thessalonians' problems in the present
life—elements of the devil’ s agents are running aroundnow doing as
much damage & possble to the cause of Christ. Perseaution against
believersis one outworking of thiswork of the spiritual forces of
darkness

C. In the future, the Antichrist will bereveded at the gopropriate time, when the
restrainer is removed. God hes the right time in mind for thisto occur.

And nav we can have afull er picture of what happens at the end d the present
age and at the start of the tribulation period. Here isthelist of itemsin
roughly chrondogicd order:



1. The present working of the mystery of iniquity. Many antichrist-li ke spirits are aound
today, denying Christ and the doctrine of the Bible.

2. The present work of the restrainer in restraining that work of iniquity so that things are
not as bad as they could be.

3. Therestrainer will be taken ou of the way in the rapture.

4. Therewill be a @imination d the gostasy of 1 Tim 4, 2Tim 3inwhat iscdled the
apostasy. Therewill be amassve revolt from the true God in some sort of world-wide
(eaumenicd) movement.

5. The mvenant brokered by the Antichrist and the Jews will be ratified ac@rding to Daniel
9:27.

6. Theresult will bethat many will proclaim “peace ad safety.” All may be disposed to
think that the Pax Romana is bad, which was agred period d world peace Thisis
recorded for usin 1 Thess5:3.

7. Therewill be asudden urieashing of God swrath, as mentioned in 1 Thess5:3, and
throughou Revelation 619. The peacewasjust the lid onapot abou to bal over.

8. The mvenant with the Antichrist will be broken at the mid-paint of the tribulation.

9. Therewill bethe @omination d desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet — seeMatt
24:15,Dan 927.

10. At the end d thetribulation, the man o sin will be destroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ (Is
11:4,Rev 1915, 2Thess2:8)

Transition from body to conclusion:

CONCLUSION: So God desiresfor usnat to be deceved abou the future. Christians will not
experiencethe wrath of the Day of the Lord. The teading that Christians will passthrough the
tribulationtimeis not Biblicd. It is cdl ed the post-tribulational rapture position. Paul is arguing
against that very pasitionin thistext! The truth that those in Christ will be kept from this time of
judgment is repeaedly mentioned in ather Scriptures as well—this is the doctrine of the pre-
tribulation rapture:

We can seeit very clealy in Rev 3:10 — “Because you have kept the word of My
perseverance, | also will kegp you from the hour of testing, that hour which is abou to come
uponthe whole world, to test thase who dwvell onthe eath.”

Or yet again in Paul’ sfirst letter to the Thessaloniansin 1 Thess 1:10, spe&king of Jesus,
“who rescues us from the wrath to come.”

Or in 5:9 of the same book, " For God has nat destined us for wrath, bu for obtaining
salvationthrough ou Lord Jesus Christ.”

A number of things have to happen before this wrath comes uponthe world. The text tells
us that the restrainer has to be moved ou of the way. That isthe Holy Spirit and His presence
through the church, which will be moved ou at the rapture of the church. Thiswill happen
imminently, at any moment. But then also the grea and final apostasy must take place whichis
asciated with the revelation and evil work of the Antichrist. Milli ons will be deceved and
ultimately doamed.

So what shall we do naw that we have head all of these things? Of what useisthisto us?
Can wejust say “Thanks Lord” and go hane becaise we don't have to worry about all this?“I’'m
aChristian and I’'ll be raptured and nore of this concerns me. Yippeeé”



In ather words, did | preach this ssrmon just to tell you, “Don’t worr y about it”!1?2!1?1?
| certainly didn't mean to! Consider what the text has for us:

Application: Do na take apart in the seeds of apostasy that are floating aroundtoday.
Remember, “the mystery of lawlessessis arealy at work.” 1 John 2:18-19 says “Children, it is
the last hour; andjust as you head that antichrist is coming, even nonv many antichrists have
appeaed; from thiswe know that it isthe last hour. They went out from us, bu they were not
redly of us...” 1 John 4:3: “and every spirit that does not confessJesusis not from God; thisis
the spirit of the antichrist.” Even Christians can urwitti ngly buy into world-peace world-church
movements that sound nce and loving and all . But such movements are preaursors to the final

gred apostasy!

Application: Those of uswho are Christians here can take grea comfort in the fad that we will
not experiencethe day of God swrath. Thisis, after all, what Paul doesin 1 Thess4:18
“comfort one another with these words.” 5:11: “Encourage one ancther and buld up ore ancther,
just asyou are dso dang.” Even in ou text, in the verse dter where we stopped, 1 Thess2:13,
Paul expresses thankfulnessfor the fad that the saints at Thessalonicawill not suffer God's
wrath, bu instead have been eleded to salvation. We'll ook at that next time.

Application: Do na be deceved by false teading. You knawv, deceptionisthe goal of false
teading. The false teader may troude you, a get you al worked upand dsturbed, bu God
always paints us bad to the previously given Word of God as final and authoritative. Paul even
said, “Do you nd remember...| was telli ng you these things?’ They had forgotten altogether or
missed the forest for the trees. The particular issue & handis the tribulation and Day of the Lord.
But the principle gpliesin anything. Someone mmes along with anew teating on any subjed,
andyouare NOT TO BE DECEIVED!

Remember: “gred delusions are sometimes mistaken for gred faith.” Oh do na fall into atrap
dea friends! Instead let us have “gred faith in grea truths.”

<pause><prayer>
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