2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Do not be deceived! September 28, 2003

Do na be decéved abou the future, for Christians will not experiencethe wrath of the
Day of the Lord.

Introduction

If we badk up alittl e bit, we will remember that the Thessalonian church facel grea
tribulation. Thisis evident in 1:4-7 (read relevant bits of this). This apparently made them
ripe targets for wrong teading, which is alluded to in 2:1-2. Somehow, they had been
convinced (or nealy sol) that they were in the midst of the Day of the Lord, that God's
judgment had begun. This entail ed afew things:

1. They forgot previous teading — In 2:5 Paul chidesthem, “Do you nd remem-
ber...l was telli ng you these things?”

2. They head from afase teader, either from their own midst or from outside (Acts
20:29-30), by means of a prophecy or written letter (1:2).

3. They becane disturbed, shaken up even to the point of being deceved (1:2-3).

So Paul writesin chapter 2 to corred their thinking and help them get out of the rut of
deception that they werein. Yes, they have tribulation. But no, thisis not the end-time
tribulation, which will be of afar worse variety. There will be things going onthen which
are not here now.

I. TheMan of Sin has not yet been revealed. Vv. 3c-4, 8-9
A. Youwould know the Man of Sin by hisoppasition o God.

Rev 13:6, whereit is sid of this one, the beast, “And he opened his
mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name....”

B. Youwould know the Man of Sin by hisclaimto deity.

C. Youwould know the Man of Sin by his Satanicdly powered deceétful signs
and wonckrs.

These ae reminiscent of the signs of an apostle (2 Cor 12:12). If only
thase who were deceved would heaken badk to Deut 13:1-3 and
18:21-22. They would know how to evaluate amirade-worker, even
one whose mirades do come true! [Explain]

D. All will know the Man of Sin by his ultimate end — destruction.
Note for aminute the deception o this Antichrist compared to the true Christ:

Christ Antichrist
An open “revelation” or disclosure 1.8 2:8
A “coming’ 2:8 2:9
Claim worship as God 1:10 2:4
Powerful signs 1.7 2:9

II. The Apostasy has not yet happened. Vv. 3b, 10-12

Unfortunately, the deceptive works of the Antichrist will be involved in agred apos-
tasy from God. Thiswill perhaps begin to happen immediately after the rapture, but will
certainly be “aded and abetted” by the presence of the Antichrist, who will quickly appea
onthe scene dter the rapture.

As for the meaning of the word “apostasia” where “fali ng away” comes from, Acts
21:21 givesus agoodclue. Thisis by far the normal meaning of the word — arevolt or
defedionin areligious snse.

A. The people of this apastasy are thase who rejeded the truth of the gospel and
took pleasure in wickedness

Refer to 2 Thess 1:8, Rom 1:32 for paral els on these tharaderistics.

B. As purishment, God will send them a strong deluding influence
C. Asaresult of the grea delusion, they will believe “thelie.”

At this gage, thelie can be @ou anything as far from the truth as the Antichrist
wantsit to be. Unbelievers will swallow it hodk, line, and sinker.

D. Thefinal result will be that the gostates will be condemned to deeh for their
unbelief. They will perish in the judgment and ke cat into Hell. They
will not be saved (vv. 2:12, 2:10, 2:10).

IIl. The Restrainer has not yet been moved out of theway. Vv. 6-7
A. At present, the Restrainer is holding badk the Antichrist

Whoisthisrestrainer? It isamuch debated text, but I' m convinced
that it is an oHique referenceto the Holy Spirit and particu-
larly His presencein the church duing this age of grace
Thisis evident becaise:

1. Only the divine power of the Spirit of God can truly restrain the full
operation d evil. We caana. We ae not redly allowed to
say, “Get theebehind me, Satan.” (M att 16:23) No, instead
itis, “The Lord rebuke you” (Jude 9).

2. The grammar in the text indicaes the Holy Spirit (neuter “what”
now restrains and masculine “he” who restrains) becaise
other textsin the Bible that clealy refer to the Holy Spirit
exhibit this ssme charaderistic (John 15:26, 16:13-14). The
Spirit’srolein restraint of sinisin Gen 6:3.

3. Therapture will remove the Holy Spirit, the restrainer, and the Anti-
christ will be freeto dowhat he wishes.

B. At present, evil work is going on all thetime, even though thereisare-
strainer.

Thiswould perhaps explain some of the Thessalonians' problemsin
the present life—elements of the devil’s agents are running
around nev doing as much damage & possbleto the caise
of Christ. Perseaution against believersis one outworking of
thiswork of the spiritual forces of darkness

C. In the future, the Antichrist will be reveded at the gpropriate time, when the
restrainer isremoved. God hes the right time in mind for thisto occur.

And nav we can have afuller picture of what happens at the end d the
present age and at the start of thetribulation period. Hereis
thelist of itemsin roughly chrondogicd order:

Conclusion

Do na take part in thase seeds of apostasy today. They can be subtle! In the mean-
whil g, take grea comfort in the fads of the future. Y ou know what is going to happen.
Thereisno urcertainty beyondthe end d life like there was for the OT saint and for unbe-
lievers. And whatever you dq don't be deceved by false teading.

Ancther implicaion d thistext isthat we shoud be eanestly preading the gospel to
thase aound s, to reducethe oppatunity for someone to be in the massve aowd of de-
ceave people who will perish. MAP



