
RESURRECTION APPEARANCES 
After the Ascension 

Acts 1:9-11 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  The Bible declares the Body of Christ was raised out of Joseph’s tomb and was seen by 
many witnesses.  No doubt is left biblically that the material Body on the cross was raised 
from the dead. 
 
2.  What happened with that body?  Where is it?  Is there reason to believe Jesus is still as 
He was seen after the resurrection? 
 
3.  Examine the evidence of the Bible.  Then believe it because it stands written! 
 
1.  SCRIPTURAL TESTIMONY 
 
a.  About His Ascension    Acts 1:9-11 
     This powerful passage delineates the facts clearly.  All the verbs point to the incredible 
going up of Christ and His ultimate return.  The disciples stood (perfect tense), gazing 
(present tense).  The same way He went, He will return, ah, but the same physical Jesus!  
Note three times “ into heaven” (v. 11). 
 
b.  About His Revelation   Zech. 12:10 
     Don’ t miss this important verse.  At the return of the Lord as the promised Messiah for 
Israel, the nation will l ook on their “pierced” Saviour.  Moreover they will mourn for 
“Him.”  This must argue for a physical body (cf. Isa. 53:5).  This is further deduced from 
the invasion of Christ at His second advent (Rev. 1:7). 
 
c.  About His Session    Heb. 7:17, 21, 24 
     The present work of Christ aff irms His physical existence in heaven.  For words to mean 
something, they must aff irm a living Saviour in the Glory.  This is why He is the Daysman 
(Job 9:33), the Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5), and the Advocate (1 John 2:1). 
 
2.  PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
     a.  Stephen    Acts 7:54-56 
         The account is patent (Acts 7).  The issue must not be forgotten -- Stephen saw Jesus. 
 The two words for “ look” (v. 55) and “see” (v. 56) make no mistake Stephen saw the Lord. 
 But where was the Body of Jesus -- two times it was at “ the right hand of God.”  Both 
times the verb “standing” is in the perfect tense.  Think of it -- the Lord rose to receive the 
first Christian martyr to glory! 
 
     b.  Paul 
          1) En route to Damascus   Acts 9:1-9 
             Paul consented to Stephen’s death (Acts 7:58; 8:1; 22:20; 26:10).  His zeal against 
believers led him to oppose the church (Gal 1:13, 14).  This led him to the Damascus 

confrontation with the Lord (Acts 9:1-9; 22:4, 5; 16:10-12).  The Lord actually spoke to 
Paul.  Paul realized Jesus as the Lord.  He testifies that he saw the Lord (1 Cor. 9:1) and 
therefore quali fied to be an apostle.  He was born out of due time (1Cor. 15:8).  Paul saw a 
physical Lord!   
 
          2) Living in Arabia    Gal. 1:11-18 
              The Lord promised to appear again to Paul (Acts 26:16).  A definitive situa-tion 
was in relation to the Gospel of Grace revealed apart from man.  This was in Arabia (1 Cor. 
15:l-8).  It is clear that Paul did not go to Jerusalem for three years after his conversion and 
then only for 15 days (Gal. 1:18).  It was 14 years later that he made known to the other 
apostles the Gospel he preached among the Gentiles (Gal. 2:1, 2).  So the risen Lord spoke 
directly to Paul in Arabia.  He did see the Lord physically! 
 
          3) Worshiping in the Temple    Acts 22:17-21 
               The text of Scripture shows that Paul was in Jerusalem after His conversion (Acts 
9:26-30).  Referring to this experience years later (about 11 years) when he was again in 
Jerusalem, and gave his testimony to the Jews, he says he saw the Lord (Acts 22:17, 18).  
Apparently Paul tried to convince the Lord to allow him to stay in Jerusalem, but the Lord 
had other plans for him (Acts 22:19-21).  It may be that this is when the brethren took Paul 
to Caesarea and sent him to Tarsus (Acts 9:29, 30).  Evidently Paul remained there till t he 
events of Acts 11:22-26 which later led to the missionary trip (Acts 13:1-5).  This was the 
fulfill ment of the temple prophecy (Acts 22:21). 
 
          4) Incarcerated in Prison    Acts 23:10, 11 
               Following the third missionary journey, Paul want to Jerusalem for the last time.  
He was falsely accused about defili ng the temple.  Following an uproar, Paul was taken into 
prison (Greek -- soldier’s quarters).  Later he defended himself (Acts 23:1-10) and another 
uproar led to further imprisonment.  It was there the Lord promised him further witness 
(Acts 23:11).  Remember, no record is given that Paul saw the Lord before His crucifixion, 
but he did see Him after His resurrection and ascension.  
 
     c.  John (Rev. 1:10-16) 
          This is the last recorded post ascension appearance of our Lord in the Bible.  The 
account is awe-inspiring!  It was the Man Christ Jesus whom John saw.  The Lord had the 
glory of the Christ of God (John 17:5).  John fell li ke a dead man, but the Lord encouraged 
him (Rev. 1:17), 18).  In writing to the churches, John assured them the Book of Revelation 
was from the Lord (Rev. 1:5) and He is the One Who will come again (Rev. 1:7d, Acts 
1:10, 11). 
 
Conclusion 
To be right with God, you MUST acknowledge Him PERSONALLY as the One Who was 
wounded for your transgressions.  Moreover, your eternal salvation depends entirely upon a 
risen, ascended, glorified Saviour (Rom. 10:9-11).  Have you genuinely and happily 
confessed Him?  When did you do it?  Will you do it now? 
 

 


