THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Who isHea of the Church?’
Colosdans 1:18

Badground

1. Whoisin charge? Thisisahugeisae. The answers are varied depending on the
source of one’sinformation and definitions for “head” and “church.”

2. We ae mncerned about what the Scriptures, God's holy Word, have to say on the
subjed. We seek Biblicd answers. Thank God, thereisno daubt as to what it says!

3. But, consider what the context of our text has already recorded -- by inspiration of the
Holy Spirit -- concerning other subjeds.

4. ThelLord Jesus Christ has priority before aedion (v. 15). Heistheimageof Godfrom
al eternity. He s at once the very esence of God, the representation of God, and the
manifestation of God.

5. The Lord Jesus Christ has superiority over credion (vv. 15, 16). Heisthefirstbornin
relation to credion. Heis, therefore, eternally generated within the Godhead.

6. ThelLord Jesus Christ has authority over all credion (vv. 16, 17). The several parts of
the total creaion are all the work of His credive and sustaining power.

NOTE: The end notesin this: Jesus Christ is God and being God, Heisthe Person within
the Godheal Who has cdled forth al creaion.

7. Now, for thetext at hand. It states unequivocdly what the relation of the Lord Jesus
Christ isto the CHURCH. Think throughthe arguments establi shingthe Lord’ s absolute
pasiti on:

1. Heisthe HEAD of the church.

a. Personally.

The emphatic pronoun“He” in antithesisto any creaed being, angelic or otherwise.
It is Jesus Christ HHIMSEL F Who isthe Heal.

b. Pradicdly

Thisisa cetra and criticd fador. Inthe O.T., the nation Israd and the nations
(Gentil es) arethe creisaues. TheN.T. hasamarked difference. The Body (Church) was
promised (Mt. 16:18), henceit had not been up to that time. Thisisexadly what theN.T.
affirms about the Church (Body). Look up Ro. 15:15, 26; Col. 1:24-26; Eph. 3:3, 5. 6.

How is the “Body” formed? Give atention to the Scriptures. Read them for
yourself (1 Cor. 12:12,13; Acts 1:5; 11:15, 16). With the use of the geniti ve of appasition
or identity, the “Body” is the same & the “Church.” Nowhere in the O.T. is there this
“organism.” Why? For the simple reason that there was no baptism with the Holy Spirit
inthe O.T. Just like there is no seding (Eph. 4:30) and no permanent indwelli ng (John
14:16) of the Holy Spirit before Pentecost (Acts 2).

As the Head of the Body (the Church), the Lord Jesus provides authority for
movement and ministry, diredion for operation, and authority for members of the“Body”
(Ro. 12; 1 Cor. 12). The mhesion, continuity, and harmony of the Body are dl His.
Beingthe Head, all the members of the body function at Hiscommand. Surely thisisthe
bottom line for the use of the present tense mpulative verb “is.”

2. Heisthe FIRSTBORN for the Church.

This worthy title has already been examined in this context (v. 15). It denotes
precadence All others bow before Him.

Elsewhere the Lord Jesus Christ is the firstborn “of the dead company” (Rev. 1:5).
Herein Colosdans the addition of a prepasiti on stressesthe fad that Heisthe “Firstborn
out of thedead company.” He caneforthinthe power of resurredionlife. Henever died
again. All who claim resurredion life must do so throughthe Lord Jesus Christ.

Again the use of the present tense copulative verb adknowledges that the Lord is the
only One Who has left the redm of the dead -- never to return there.

3. Heisthe BEGINNING with the Church.

The Greek term denoting“beginning’ redly means“origin.” Heis, therefore, the One
in the Godhead Three Who established the dhurch. Jesus Christ is the Source of the
church, the originating Power of the church, the dominant Cause of the church. Bothin
time and dignity, Heisthe BEGINNING (cf. Rev. 3:14; 1 Cor. 15:20, 23; Acts3:15; Heb.
2:10; 12:2).

NOTE: Thedefinite aticleisused with “beginning’ in some MSS but whether acepted
or not, the word itself speeks of Jesus Christ being the ésolute Beginning.

Afterward

Why make an isaue of the “Body, the “Church,” the “Beginning’ and the “Firstborn?’
Very simply, in order that (purpose dause) He Himself (reflexive use of the pronoun)
might become once for al (aorist tense) “holding first place” (present tense, only time
verbusedintheN.T.). Thisis“inall things’ He MUST haveit; Hewill haveit -- blessed
be His Name.



