THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“That | May Know Him” -- As Sanctifier
Phili ppians 3:10; Colosdans 1:21, 22

Introduction

1. There ae ways leadingto “that | may know Him.” These include taking a warning,
taking a positi on, taking an inventory, and taking an accunting.

2. Thewaysto know Him lead to atotal lossof every gain and by counting your assts as
garbage. At that paoint, you can win Christ, be found in Christ, and genuinely know
Christ.

3. Havingcometo know Chrigt, it isinstructivefor you to look badk and review whereyou
were before the holy God, what the holy God dd to change things, and the ulti mate
purpose the holy God had in all owing you to KNOW Christ.

4. To help you think about this, here ae threeincredible statements.

1. Thereishuman CONDEMNATION V. 4

Admittedly, thisisnot apopular concept, but it isjust wherethe Bible starts. Theword
“sometime” redly means “once” It refersto al the life time before being reconciled to
God, before gettingto know Christ. No matter what progressis madein culture, education,
or circumstances, the bottom line is “once” There never was an interruption. It is
described in four dreaful terms:

a. Alienated. The perfed pasdve participle in the original Greek text indicates a
continuing condition of alienation. Itisavivid picturethat thewhole of humanity belonged
to “another” rather than to God. Humanity, hence eab one of us, has fallen away from
God (Ecdes. 7:29; Ro. 5:12). It istruethat we do not want to adknowledge this condition
of aienation from God, but that doesn’t change the verdict of the Bible (cf. Eph. 2:3).

b. Opposed. Thisistheterm “enemy.” It expressesthe estrangement from God as a
matter of hostilit y and antagonism. A stand against Godis conveyed by thisword. Thereis
no friendship with God.

c. Warped. Sincethe enmity is pedficdly defined as being “in the mind,” thereisa
bitter conflict with thewill of God. Therefore, not only are the desires of natureinvolved,
but the very modes of thinking and feding. Certain feaures of society, as culture and
educaion, may contribute to the decenciesin behavior, but al the while there is afierce
antagonism in the mind. God is condemned and self is emulated. The antire thinking
faaulty isindicated by the Greek term for mind here. Disposition isalso included. The
hostility pervadesall the thoughts and the fedi ngs of anyonewho daesnot know Christ (Ps.
12:4; Ro. 8:7).

d. Wicked. Thisishow the dienated, oppased, warped humanity expressesitself -- by
wicked works. Both inward and outward deeds come from this dreadful condition just
described. Think of it -- whoever isin the world and dces not know Christ is this!

2. Thereisdivine SUBSTITUTIONv. 21, 22
How could anyone & just described ever get to know Christ? Hereisthe answer ina

pithy phrase. The*“but now” expressesasharpened contrast to explain the present order of
things. What did the infinite God doin the faceof such hogtility (redly war!)? Thisis
what He did in the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ. Real it.

a. Provided remnciliation. The double compound verb employed here expresses
complete and perfed remncili ation once and for al. The aorist tense shows that it isa
donething. For the war of men, God dfers peacé

b. Provided submisgon. Jesus Christ gave up His body to effed the reconcili ation.
That Jesuswasred flesh and baesisclea from thewords*“body” and “flesh” (Heb. 2:14;
10:5, 10; 1 Tim. 3:16).

¢. Provided expiration. The incarnation of Jesus Christ was not enough Punishment
for the antagonism and ali enation had to be meted out. Thismeant the blood, the aoss, the
deah of our blesed Lord (cf. v. 20). By the way, if blood is the same & dedh, the
distinction drawn in this text should be omitted. It must not!

3. Thereiseternal EXPECTATION V. 22

To know Christ as Saviour isredly not the bottom line. Theline extends beyond that
fundamenta truth. It isimportant to understand what you were and how God effeded a
change. Thishasjust beenreviewed. Now what? The obviousis-- what isthe purpose or
goal for gettingto know Christ. Regretfully for many to know Christ is merely an escgpe
from eternal condemnation. Noble athat may be, thereismore. Look at what the Bible

Says:

a The purpose is Stated. The arist adive infinitive expresses God's purpose for
rebelli ous antagonistic enemieswho, by the substitutionary deah of Christ, have gottento
know Him. That purpaseisto set at hand or present the true beli ever inthe very faceof the
Lord Jesus Christ. The ultimate goal to know Christ isto bein the presence of Christ.

b. The purposeisDetailed. There aethreeisales:

1) Holiness This is the highest goal passble for it is commensurate with God
Himself Who isabsolutely holy (cf. 1 Pet. 1:14-16). Inthe maizeof compromising beli ef,
this sparatenessto God hasvirtualy been buried. But thisisthe purposeof Godin getting
to know His Son Jesus -- holinesd

2) Spatlesmess To bewithout blemishisthe significanceof the Greek term. It is
used of the sinlessessof the Lord Jesus (Heb. 2:14). To be faultlessis no mean level of
ethicd standard, but it is God's goal for one who knows His Son -- faultl essess

3) Changelessness Non-liability to punishment isthe thrust of thisword. 1t means
that one will not be acaised or cdled to acount (cf. Ro. 8:1).

Conclusion Trueit isthat without one’ srelationship to Christ, these goasare unattainable.

But, thismust not be the excuse for those who know Himto live aif no change hastaken
place( 1 Pet. 2:11, 12; 4:1-4). To know Christ as Saviour also means to know Him as
Sanctifier. Livethat way!



