THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“The Evidence of Reooncili ation”
Colosdans 1:23

Sedngthe Whole
1. Thetext for this gudy suggeststhat human endeavor isnecessary for reconcili ation to be

genuine. If the text were taken in isolation, that might indeed be the conclusion of the
matter.

2. However, a host of Scriptures affirm unequivocdly the dernality of a genuine
reooncili ation between God and man. Consider: John 3:16; 5:24; 10:28; Ro. 8:38, 39; Eph.
4:30; Phil. 1:6.

3. Despitethese bold affirmations of the Bible, many persist to beli evethat faithfulnessis
an ingredient to the terms of salvation; that badsliding utimately leads to hell; that God
forgivespast sins, but not future sins; that experienceteadesthefalacgy of eternal seaurity.

4. What does the text tead about thisisaue? Plenty! Proofs of a genuine reconcili ation
are patently recorded. Look at them with carefulness-

1. PERSEVERANCE = Proof #1

a. Related to a condition
The conditional clauseisafirst classonein Greek. It isdetermined asfulfilled. The
trandation could be: “sedngthat ye mntinue” or “it beingafad that ye continue.” A small
Greek particle is used to express“at least,” hence, “it at lesst . . . ” The verb isa
compound expressng “stay at or with.” Hence while the sentence is expressed as a

condition, it isadually a proof of theredity of v. 21, 22.

b. Related to aconviction
Some take the words “in the faith” to be the same & *“your faith” makingit a matter
of persona faith. The use of the definite aticle rather indicaes that a body of truth is
involved. A consciousnessof the sufferings of Christ and that a beli ever hasbeen set down
to be“holy, unblamable, and unreproveeblein His sght” -- thisisthefaith. If the fads of
the previous two verses ( 21, 22) are mnscioudy understood assmilated, heat
expresgons, they form the prodf of redity! Theis affirms the was.

2. PERFORMANCE = Proof #2

a. Externally
The perfed passve participle “grounded” denotes having been “fixed” in the right

foundation. There is a suppat here which is firm and sure. There is not a scintill a of
guestion regarding the right foundation (cf. 1 Cor. 3:11; 15:58; Eph. 2:20).

b. Internaly
The word “settled” is an old adjedive derived from the word “sed” (only here, 1

Cor. 7:37,15:58inN.T.). Theideaisthat thebelieveris eaedina chair. Therein, hehas

inward strength, steadfastness(cf. 1 Pet. 5:10).

NOTE: The force of these two ideas (grounded/settled) clealy mark out non abortive
relationswith God. The goidermal confesdons of thefaith are questionable. Performance
isaprodf of redity, both externally and internally.

3. EXPERIENCE = Proof #3
Thisredly covers similar ground to proof #2, but observe the enphasis.

a No shifting
The present tense passve participleisahapax legomenon (occursonetimein N.T.).
Thereisno changing of locaion or movingaway from one’scommitment. Thereisno ebb
and flo evidenced. What a statement!

b. Norejeding
The “hope” which belongs to the “Gospel” is never lost. There is “hope” in the
Gospel and there is “hope” of the Gospel (meeing the Lord in the ar -- rapture). The
importance of “grounding” and “settling’ are evident in this matter.

c. No denying
The aorist form of the verb “head” paints to the adual fad that the Colosdans
“head” Epaphras (1:7). Heaing is more than acknowledging sound waves. Rather, it
concerns obedience, response.

d. No questioning
“Preated” is an aorist passve participle. The outread of the Gospel “to every
credure which is under heaven” is not a hyperbole. The zedof the ealy Christians (62
AD) is too dten

The Gospel was preaded everywhere.
NOTE: The experienceof the Colossanswith the Gospel isaproof of ared reconcili ation.

The Gospel and the Colosdans was afadua matter. This could not be denied. The past
isaued in positive adion.

Completing the Text

The emphatic persona pronoun “I” signifies that Paul “was made” (Greek: becane) a
minister (Greek: deaon) of the Gospel. Thistiesup all theloose endsto indicate that the
fads of vv. 21, 22 are, in fad, a redity as detailed in our text (v. 23). There is no
buff oonery to reconcili ation. If it isaredity, then proof to this effed will necessarily be
there (cf. James 2:14-26). How doesall this gadk up with you personally? Make sureyou
are“inthefaith.” Accept thistext asa cdl to self-examination. Seetoit. Be dea and
distinct in your convictions.




