THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“The Mystery Dispensation”
Colosgans 1:25-27

Catch upon Context
1. Theintroduction to this book (letter) includes 1:1-8. Thisis followed by an
incredible prayer (1:9-14).

2. TheHoly Spirit prompted Paul, in writi ng about the“ Son” (v. 13) to extrapolate
on His person and work (1:15-22).

3. Proofsthat aperson believed the fads about Christ are provided (v. 13). From
this, Paul, by inspiration gives aview of suffering peauliar to this Age of Gracein
which welive (v. 24).

4. With the mention of the “body” and “church,” the Holy Spirit instructs the
apostle to explain. The focus is on “church” and this leals to the “mystery
dispensation.” What is recorded about this?

1. The MINISTER of it v. 25
a Hisidentificaion
The enmphatic personal pronoun “I” denotes that Paul is the one involved.
Theverb “made” means“to beacome.” The cdl of God isobviously involved. He
istermed a“minister” which in the original text isthe root for dea®n (cf. v. 23; 2
Cor. 6:4; 11.23).

b. His g¢andard
The preposition “acording to” denotes the terms of Paul’s cdl. It is
conditioned hy the “dispensation of God.” For those who find dspensations
awkward, hereishelp. Theword comes from two Greek words: ,
home and , manage, henceto administer in God’s
house. A formal definition of dispensations is this: it is a distinguishable
stewardship in the outworking o the single plan of God for the universe.

c. Hisrevelation
The truth of the “dispensation of God” was “given” to the gostle. This
admits of dired revelation, something which isno longer possblesincethe dose of
the canon of Scripture.

d. Hisobjed
There is nothing perfunctory here. Paul put hisfull heat toit. The arist
infiniti ve notesthe purpose of fill full or fully discharge hisofficesothat thedivine
intent isfully carried out. Noteit isal “to you” i.e. the Colosgans Gentil es.

2. The MEANING of it v. 26
a Named
A dispensation is s/nonymous with the word “mystery” in thetext. Thisis
not something “mysterious,” but rather, held in wraps, but now reveded.

b. Conceded
The perfed passve aticular participle dfirms that the “mystery” stayed
hidden andthat by an ad of God outside of the mystery itself! Thisconcedingwas
fromtwo points: “from the ayes’ and“fromthe generations.” Thesephrasesdenote
when the mncedment properly began.

c. Reveded

The big change from concedment to revelation is indicaed by “but now.”
At thislogicd andchronologicd point in history, something changed! The sudden
change (anaaolit hin) isaso noted by the move from aparticiple (hidden) to afinite
verb (reveded). See &so Eph. 3:2, 9. Here“the saints’ are given the revelation
whichin Ephesus Paul andthe goostlesget it, principally Paul (cf. v. 25 here). For
those who do not recognize the dispensational movement, a second look is
absolutely imperative.

3. TheMATTER of it v. 27.
Hereisthe qux of theisaue. Prayerfully look at the text:

a God swill
The verb “would” isthe Greek “will " ( ). God Himself
wanted to unsed the mystery and “ make it known” ( ).

The aorist infiniti ve suggests thisas aoncefor al event.

b. God'sdlory
“The riches of the glory of this mystery” are involved here. Thisis not

child’splay. Rather, thebounty of “the glory” which hasbeen conceded. Whereis
it? “IN the Gentiles’ not “among” them. Hence toincludethe Gentilesis(infaa)
the riches of the mystery (cf. Eph. 3:6).

¢. God’'s presence
Ah, thisisthe essenceof the matter. Christ is God’s Shekinah glory in the

believer. Heisthe pledge of eternal glory (cf. Ex. 40:35).

Think it over.

This dramatic portion of the Bible shows unequivocdly that there is a difference
between Israd andthe Church. They are distinct entitieswhich will prevail for al
eternity. Today both Jew and Gentile ae cdled upon to believe and be saved --
then to be put into the church.



