THE BOOK OF COl OSSIANS
"Pointersfor Prayer"
Colosgans 1:9

Update

1. Four persons are listed in the introduction to this letter: Paul, Timothy, Colossans, and God (vv.
1,2).

2. The gostle Paul is indicated as being thankful (v. 3), prayerful (v. 3), and grateful (v. 4). His
gratefulness was for the Colosgans faith in Christ (v. 4), love unto al saints (v. 4), and hope laid
away in heaven (v. 5).

3. The Colossans had "head before" the Gospel. There was the truth of it (v. 5), the message of it
(v. 6), thefruit of it (v. 6) and the growth of it (v. 6).

4. Epaphrasisnated asateader (v. 7), servant (v. 7; 4:12), minister (v. 7), messenger (v. 8), prisoner
(Philemon 23, intercessor (4:12), and budened man (4:13).

How Epaphras Prayed (4:12, 13).

1) Heprayed AGONIZINGLY
The verb is present participle denating the mnsistent pradice of eanestnessin prayer. The
thought included in the term is a strugge or contest at games. Epaphras redly warked at his praying
cf. Ro. 15:30.

2) Heprayed CONSTANTLY
This IS included in the adverb o time. It is found frequently in Paul's writings and conndes
"dways, at al times' cf. Ro. 1:9.

3) Heprayed EEFECTIVELY
This nounis of prayer to God. It is the kind d prayer which gains results! Prayer to men is
worthless to Godis effedive.

4) He prayed DESIGNEDLY

Threespedfic intentions are li sted:

a That the Colosdans sdand. What more can be said? The watchword o the moderns is
compromise, consensus, and the like. The Word of God appeds for a stand (cf. Eph. 6:11, 13, 14).
For such, Epaphras prayed to God in behdf of the Colossans.

b. That the Colosdans be mature. This is the obvious sgnificance of the word "perfed." No
one can clam perfedion, but one can come to maturity, completeness genuine development in the
Lord.

c. That the Colosgans be fully asaired. The use of the perfed tense participle alds incredible
strength to this verb. 1t means "to bring in full measure," henceto "persuade or satisfy fully." To be
fully bent istheisse.

5) Heprayed ZEALOUSLY
Various words are enployed to expressthis intense dfort on the part of Epaphras. He redly

gave himsdlf with intense desire and hisfull strength. Do na minimizethe burden of atrue servant of
God!

How Paul Prayed (1:9).

The focus of the prayer of Epaphras was the spiritual maturity of the Colossans. The focus of
Paul's prayer was the will of God for the Colossans. Questions: what is the focus of your prayers?

1) Heprayed CAUSALLY
Thisisclealy indicaed by the phrase "for this cause." Having leaned from Epaphras about the
Colosdansfaith, love, hope, -- Paul prayed. It's people like the Colossans who do neel prayer!

2) Heprayed JOINTLY
The "we ds0" is a reference to Paul and Timothy (cf. 1:1). In addition to the interest of
Epaphras, Paul and tis onin the faith Timothy were adive in prayer for the Colosgans. Blessed is
that one who hes people (many) praying for him/her.

3) Heprayed INSTANTLY
From the very day Paul head of Epaphras, he prayed. Now that's red concern. Too dten ore
heas of prayer requests or needs, but they are soonforgotten. Not so with Paul and the Colossans.

4) He prayed CONTINUALLY
For some this may be ahyperbale, but to those who believe Scripture, it is the truth. Paul must
have had long daily prayers (cf. Eph. 1:16). The dbreviated prayers of modern believersis out of
harmony with Pauline praying. He just did nd stop praying. The midde voice of the verb shows
persond interest.

5) Heprayed PETITIONALLY
Two verbs are used to expressthe adion here. The one "pray" isageneral term of prayer to God
(cf. 4:12) while the other "desire" is a spedfic request. The semnd verb means to ask. James writes
that prayer isasking rightly (James 4.2, 3). Thisiswhat Paul demonstrates.

6) He prayed PURPOSELY

Threespedfic items are li sted regarding the will of God.

a Itsquality: filling. Thismust be awork of God as the aorist passve voiceindicaes. Oh, to
be soaked with thewill of God. All elsefoll ows this basic petition.

b. Its content: knowledge. The origind term means auper or full knowledge. Ordinary
informationis not enough.

c. Its aperation: wisdom and spiritual understanding. The former is applied knowledge while
the latter is a spirituad pradicdity to spedfic drcumstances. "All" is $ngular, hence every kind o
wisdom and spiritual understanding isin view.

CONCI USION
Some churches look for better methods while God is looking for better men. We dont need more
committees or Madison Avenue novel methods, but we do reed men who are mighty in prayer like
Epaphras and Paul. To talk with men about God is gred, but to talk to God about men is even
greder! Amen.



