THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Triumphin Chrigt”
Col. 2:13-15

Give Hedd

1. Theinfinite Person of the Lord Jesus Christ isgiven accent in v. 9. There can never be
any doubt that the esenceof Godis“at home” in Christ.

2. The mncomitant to that awesome truth isthat the believer is“madefull” forever in his
union with the Lord Jesus (v. 10). No wonder Johnisinstructed to write: “asHeis, so are
we in thisworld” (1 John 4:17).

3. Two spedfic extrapolations of our “fullness’ are given, namely a positiona
circumcision, b. spiritual baptism (vv. 11, 12). Taking these & the “operations of God"’
and ddngit “by faith,” the believer has“ put off the body of the flesh” and has been raised
“towalk in newnessof life” (Col. 2:11; Ro. 6:4).

N.B. These basic doctrinal matters are the ground on which the dhild of God is able to
experience alife of unforgettable holiness That isthe very rationaefor the salvation of any
person.

4. Now, the Spirit of God writes throughthe gostle Paul additional items accompli shed
for the believer throughthe deah of Christ (i.e. in addition to spiritual circumcision and
baptism of 2:11, 12). Look at these unspeskable privil eges:

1. FORGIVENESSV. 13

a. Nedlforit. Clealy there aetwo spedfics mentioned inthetext: 1) dead in ads of
sinor transgresson. Scripture never hedgeson thefad that manis“dead” toward God. As
aresult of the Garden of Eden sin by Adam, the raceby seminal relationship isdead (Eph.
2:1). “Sins’ means “trespased”’ i.e. fell beside what is right before God. 2)
uncircumcision of the flesh. This is a reference to the sin nature. Man's condition is
absolutely hopelessbefore God.

b. Work for it. Ah, thisisthe good news of the Gospel. The verb used here has
threewords combined. The prepasition “with,” thenoun“life” and theverb “make,” hence
“tomake divewith.” Added to thispregnant verb isthe prepaositional phrase “with Him.”
At the time of regeneration thistakes place-- hallelujah! Therefore, deah to life!

c. Actof it. Theresult of the matter is“forgiven” of “al trespasses.” Theverbisan
aorist middeform. Thisindicaesaoncefor al forgiveness aforgivenessin which God
has a personal interest, something acampli shed by grace and awork totally done (“all”).
Marvel of marvels, the beli ever hasbeen forever forgiven. If that doesn’t tead thedoctrine
of seaurity for eternity, nothing else will !

2. DELIVERANCEV. 14

NOTE: The subjed of thisverse on deliveranceis*the handwriting” and “ ordinances.”
Thereisno daubt that the “handwriting” is areferenceto the Law of Moses. Thereisno
distingushing between the moral and ceremonial law becaise the law is a unity.
Ordinances (Greek: dogmata) isareferenceto the commandments of the one unified Law.
The deliverance, thereforeis from:

a. What isagainst. The Law showed man his utter hopelessess and exposed the evil
charader of sin, therefore it was “against us.”

b. What is contrary. Thisphraseis ssmewhat stronger than the previous one. It adds
the thought of hogtility. Man is totally unable to mee the demands of the Law. The
inexorable demands of the Law tead that men are powerlessto dischargetheir obli gations
to God. What a need thereisfor a Savior!

c. What isremoved. Thank God for this“GoodNews.” The work of the Father is at
the nub of v. 12; hereit isthe work of the Son. The former hasthe aorist tense; the latter
the perfed tense expressng absolute permanence. The Law is GONE! Believe that
becaise it stands written.

d. What isnailed. By doingthis, theremoved Law is given publi c demonstration that
Christ hasgained atriumph over it. Christ hasmade us*“freefrom the Law” and has sid so
publicly. Glory to God!

3. VICTORY v. 15.

N.B. Theisaeinthisverse oncerns*principalitiesand povers.” These aethepowers
of darknessworking urder Satan (cf. Eph. 6:12). Now what sort of victory has the Lord
Jesus provided in regard to them? Rea it for yourself:-

a. Heput them off. What is rendered “spoiled” in the KJV redly means “put off” or
“grip off.” The midde voice of the verb shows Christ's gedal interest in the a¢. The
double prefixesto the verb indicae atotal complete work. Make no mistake, it’s adone
thing!

b. He showed them off. The verb means to expose or make adisplay (cf. Mt. 1:19).
Think of it -- Christ displayed them in their defeaed condition. ThereisNO need to pray
for what has already been accomplished. Do not make amockery of Calvary!

e. Heled them off. “Tolead in triumph” isthe meaning of the verb (cf. 2 Cor. 2:14).
Thisdemonstratesfurther the cmpletenessof the victory acaomplished by Christ. The“in
it” refersto the Cross

Take Courage
Beloved, the Bibleisclearer than crystal. Forgivenessisoursthroughthework of Christ at

Calvary. DéliverancefromtheLaw isoursthroughthework of Christ at Calvary. Victory
isoursover evil forces under Satan throughthe work of Christ at Calvary. No wonder the
Lord Jesus souted from Golgotha, “It is FINISHED” (John 19:30).



