THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Judging Christian Liberty”
Colosdans 2:16, 17

Introduction

1. Let's understand the ealy church. It was promised by our Lord (Mt. 16) and then
started at Pentecost (Acts 2). It wasthe “body of Christ” asoppased to the national Israd
of the O.T.

2. Aspeds of the church demonstrated an outward unity of purpose axd pradice, e.g.
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and asemblies.

3. Regretfully, there was an urdercurrent of schism and fadions. Paul referred to this (1
Cor. 1:10, 11). Chief among the warring parties were the Judaizers. They tried to take
newly converted believers and turn them into Jewish proselytes. Beingsincere believers,
they nonethelesswanted to extend their national privileges. They oppcsed Paul’s “one
body” truth (cf. Rom. 16; Eph. 3; Col. 1). To Paul, thiswas an attack on Christian liberty
(Gd. 5:1).

4. Now, just how does Paul ded with this probleminwritingto the Colosdans? Study the
four responses recorded in Scripture.

1. Response#1-- CONCLUSION

Thisisclealy indiceated by the particle“therefore.” It isnot amere wnundrumto state
when findinga“therefore” to ask why it is“therefor.” The answer ispatent. What foll ows
in the text (v. 16) rests on what precedes, both immediately and distantly.

a. Digtantly The believer’s paosition is bluntly stated:
1) Complete (perfea) in Christ (2:10).
2) Circumcised (aorist passve) in Christ (2:11).
3) Buried (aorist pasdve) in Christ (2:12).
4) Made dive (aorist passve) in Christ (2:13).

b. Immediately The Lord'swork is forcefully recorded:
1) He wiped out (aorist) the law (2:14).
2) Hetook away (perfed) the law (2:14).
3) He put off (aorist) spiritual powers (2:15).

NOTE: To dsconned the “therefore” from the context is to ded inordinately with the
Word of God. Thelogic of the Holy Spirit (true Author of the Bible€) isexadingand tight.

2. Response #2 PROHIBITION

Thisis:

a. Negative “No” meansjust that. Theinjunction of Scripture does not allow for any
adion in the prescribed aress.

b. Persona People ae meant by the indefinite pronoun “man.” Thus, whether
Judaizers, Gentiles, weg or strong believers -- none should be involved in the adion
prohibited.

c. Verba The present tense imperative (command) is employed here.  No one,

therefore, isto employ himself/herself in an adivity of judging or taking one to task.

NOTE: With this very firm prohibition, it might be cncluded that there is to be no
restriction at all. Onthe @ntrary, the context pointsthat ritual and ceremony have no part
in our salvation. Conduct restrictions are surely not the isaue here, but are dealy the
concern of the Holy spirit (cf. 2:5, 6:11; Eph. 4:17-31). They should be by us!

1) Food
a) Med The Mosaic law has alonglist of clean and unclean edibles (Lev. 11).
The Jews extrapolated this to be kashrut i.e. laws relating to kosher food But, the text
affirms: don’t let anyone judge you about the med you ed.
b) Drink Thereis nothingin the Mosaic law about “drink” except in the case of
the Nazaites (Num. 6:3) and priests (Lev. 10:9). But, the text affirms: don’t let anyone
judge you about the beverage you drink.

2) Fedtivals
a) Holy day Thisprobably hasreferenceto the annual greder feasts mentionedin
the O.T. (Lev. 23) including Passover, Unleavened bread, Firstfruits, Pentecost, Trumpets,
Day of Atonement., Tabernades. The text affirms: don’t let anyone judge you about the
annual feast days.

b) New Moon This probably refers to the monthly festivals, particularly the one
referred to in the Mosaic Law (Num. 10:10; 28:11). The text affirms: don’t let anyone
judge you about a monthly religious adivity.

¢) Sabbaths While the noun is plural, the reference is probably to the weekly
Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11). The text affirms: don't let anyone judge you about a weekly
Sabbath observance

3. Response #3 EXPLANATION

Therelative pronoun“which” isareferenceto thefive spedfics. They are but shadows
asoppacsed to substance. They aretypes, representations, and ill ustrations. They have no
independent existence and are totall y futil eto acaompli shin themselveswhat God purposed
for them. Noneof these aeto be dl owed to encroach upon Christian liberty. AstheBible
states-- they are ashadow of the spiritual redity. Everythingthe Mosaic Law set out wasa
shadow of good things to come (Heb. 10:1). No wonder Paul, under dired divine
inspiration wrote, don't let anyone judge you about the shadow!

4. Response #4 COMPLETION

Hereisthe gex of the whole matter. Thered substantive asped of liberty belongsto
Chrigt, isderived from Christ, and can only beredized by union withHim. Believersmake
up the body of Christ ( Eph. 1:22, 23; Col. 1:24) of which Heisthe Head. We ae subjea
to Himinall our ways. Heisall inall!

Conclusion The Judaizersarein error. So are dl who focus on the ceeemonial, theritual,
rather than on the pealessPerson and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christian liberty is
not to be astumblingblock (1 Cor. 8:9), an occasion for theflesh (Gal. 5:13), or a doak of
evil (1 Pet. 2:16). Exalt Christ asyour pardon, peacepower, and purity. ThisisChristian
liberty.



