THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Treasuresin Christ”
Colossans 2:3-6

Introduction
1. Paul dedareshe hasbeen appanted by Godto be aminister (1:23, 25). Hisministry is
related to the mystery “which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (1:27).

2. What isincluded in “ministry,” particularly that of the gostle Paul, isclealy indicaed
(1:28, 29). It is =If evident that, by extension, thisis what is expeded in the “ministry”
today. Alas, thereis paucity of this Dort.

3. Even more reprehensible is the ministry’s failure today to include another face of
Paul’s. Hewasamanwho had a anflict in prayer for hischarge (2:1, 2). Nota @nflictin
abad sense, but agood ame. Hewas prepared to go to the mat for his people. He wanted
them to be cmforted, to be knit together in love, to have full understanding and full
knowledge of the “mystery of God.”

4. Havingexplicated these apedsof hisown ministry, he affirmsthe centrality of the Lord
Jesus and warns against false teadiing. Thisisthe essence of the text. Consider, then,
these further aspeds of the ministry which Paul had:

1. ItsPRIVILEGE v. 3
The privil ege of the ministry isthefad that all one needsisto befound in the Person of
Christ.

a. Personified
Thisrelative pronoun“inwhom” isbest taken to refer to the PERSON of Christ. This
conceives of His deity and humanity as one glorious person. The hypaostatic union of the
two natures acampli shes this.

b. Treasured
Thisisaplural nounpointing Y the storehouse whichisin Christ. It refersto the
sum total.

e. Detailed
Wisdom and knowledge aethetwo itemsof which thetreasuresconsist. Thewhole
gamut of information and understandingare found in Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 1:23, 24). Thus, to
know about man, God,. sin, etc. -- look to the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. 1tsPRECAUTIONV. 4

The introductory word “and this | say” links the statement of v. 3 with a pradicd
reason. It is important, Paul writes, to affirm the fullnessof Christ becaise of certain
erroneous efforts.

a. Againg false reassoning
Theverb “beguil e” meansto reason falsely. Itisfound only here andin James1:22.

It has the idea of miscdculate or mislead. The entire liberal theologicd, social, and
paliti cd movements are sharp evidencethat people ae eaily misdireced. Let it be stated
with force the only safeguard against error is the full knowledge of the Person of Jesus
Christ.

b. Against persuasive speed
“Enticing words’ is from aword only found here in the N.T. It refers to speed
adapted to persuade. Plausible aguments are aldressed leading othersinto error.

NOTE: the precaition concerns the peril of misinformation gven in such a way that
gullible people swallow it. The peril moves in threediredions: 1. About Paul (2:1). 2.
About the Colosdans (2:2). 3. About Christ (2:3).

3. ItsPRAISE V.5

Thefirst part of thisverse hasbeen painfully abused by many well meaning Christians.
When they do not find it convenient to attend an assembly because it interferes with other
adivities, they quoteit. Paul used it becaise he wasin prison for the sake of the Gospel.
He surely would have been in Colos had it been humanly possble! Not so with many
who carelesdy quote the text. Of Paul it can be said -- he was absent in body but he was
present in spirit (hiswhole heat). This meant:

a. Aninvolvement
Two participial verbsexpressthismatter: Paul wasrejoicing. Althoughincarcerated
inprison, herejoiced inwhat he knew of the Colosdans. Moreover, he was beholdingwith
the gye of faith (and reports from Epaphras!) what God was doingamongthem. One can
only wonder what bodly presencewould have alded to such deep interest! God-- giveus
men li ke this among the believers today.

b. A contentment
1) About Colosdan order. Therewasordered disciplineinthe ssembly. Theterm
used here suggest quiet, concord, and subjedion to the spiritual overseas and to one
another (cf. 1 Cor. 14:40).

2) About Colosdan steadfastness Theword usedisonly found hereintheN.T., but
itisinthe LXX in Gen. 1:6 of the firmament and Psa. 18:2 of arock. Paul was delighted
that the charader of Colosdan faith was lid. Like a ¢ose phalanx, they had a solid
doctrinal front in the faceof attacks of error.

Conclusion

What can beleaned fromthis sdion (2:1-5)? 1. Theneal for spiritual compasson (V. 1).
2. Theneed for gpiritual corredion (v. 2). 3. Theneeal for Christ-centered thought (v. 3).
4. Thened for spiritual caution (v. 4). 5. The need for gpiritual confesgon (v. 5). How
doyou and | measure up?




