THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Behave and Beware”
Colossans 2:8-10

Considerations

1. The gostle Paul wasin prison when hewrote this|etter to the church at Colosse
(4:10, 18). Consequently, he was absent from them (2:5).

2. Paul had grea praisethat the Colossan believersexhibited an ordered discipline
in their aseembly (2:5). There was quiet concord and subjedion to the spiritua
overseas andto one aother (cf. 1 Cor. 14:40).

3. Moreover, they demonstrated steadfastness Their faith was lid. They aded
asa dose phaanx. Inthefaceof error, they maintained a strong doctrinal front.
There was no Laodicean attitude (cf. Rev. 3).

4. The gred exhortation (2:6) presents a strong apped to persistence Therewas
no doubt that the Colossanshad “recaved” the Lord Jesus as Saviour (strong verb
inthe aorist tense). He had been accepted asthe Christ (Mesdah), Jesus (Saviour),
andthe Lord (as Jehovah God and as Master). They were mmmanded to walk in
Him (present imperative).

5. Accompanying this clea stand, they were “roated,” “built up’ and
“established.” Added to this was an overflowing expresson (present tense) of
thanksgiving to God. Hence, both in what they believed and how they believed,
there was every evidence of redity.

6. Itisjust at thisjuncture of hisletter, that the Spirit of God instructs Paul to warn
the saints at Colosse. Beloved, make no mistake about it -- often it is those who
appea to be strong who need the almonition of warning (cf. 1 Cor. 10:11- 15!!1).
7. Mark it carefully, thereisawarning. Do not negled it.

1. ABOUT PHILOSOPHY v. 8

Thisisthe only placein the N.T. that the word “philosophy” isfound It was
Pythagoras who, in humility, indicated he was a*lover of wisdom.” So beit, but
we must take thewarning of Scripture. It may be aspedous make believe. It may
be empty decdt and therefore illusionary. The use of the present tense “ spoil”
points to the pressng need to be watchful (“beware”). The Bible does not deay
knowledge, but it warns about the wisdom of thisworld (1 Cor. 1:20). Thespedfic
sort of phil osophy Paul attacksis Gnosticism. Ulti mately, thisadvanced theideaof

angels asintermediaries between God and man (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5). Thetwo rockson
which most phil osophy splits are sin and redemption. To ded with these broad
subjeds, we must confront human depravity and dvine salvation. Too dtenthere
isthe adaving after a system of thought, contrary to God, in these matters. It isthis
which isthe warning of the gostle here.

2. ABOUT TRADITIONV. 8

The word “tradition” indicaies what has been handed down from the side of one
person to another. This“tradition” is after or like what is “after man,” henceit is
anthropocentric. The point is clea and the warning is patent. The phil osophy
which is empty decat is leading astray acording to man’s gandard. It isto be
judicioudly “looked out” for!

3. ABOUT RUDIMENTSV. 8

Partially developed reasonings of the asmos world system apart from God are
indicated by the term “rudiments.” They are the ABC's of paganism. The same
preposition used with “tradition” is here. It denotes a yardstick by which the
“phil osophy” can be measured. Both “tradition” and “rudiments’ denote what is
apart from divine revelation.

4. ABOUT CHRIST v. 8,9

Stated negatively, the philosophy has nothing to do with the Lord Jesus. By so
writing, the Spirit indicates a. The finality of Christ and b The fullnessof Christ
(@l that He is! cf. John 11, Col. 1:15-19; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 1:1-3). Anything
which does not extol Christ as the standard is to be rejeded as erroneous. The
reason for thisisgiven (v. 9): al thefull nessof absolute Godhood (the very essence
of God) continually (present tense) dwells (is at home) in the Lord Jesus Christ
bodily (in bodily form, even in His glorified humanity). With such an exalted
standard, it is no wonder that a warning isissued. Any deviation from the Lord
Jesusis obvious error and to be shunred.

Conclusion

The extent to which one understands the prepositional phrases of verse eght and
the focus of verse nine, insomuch will he/she cmmprehend the periphrastic perfed
passveindicaive“ye aemadefull” in Him. To believe on Christ isto partake of
all that Christ is(1 John 417). Thereisno need to seek hel p from phil osophy when
you have dl in Him. Glory beto the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit --Amen!



