THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“The Full nessof God”
Colossans 2:9, 10

Badground
1. Paul was a prisoner for the sake of the Gospel (4:16, 18). Nevertheless he

never forgat the truth of the Gospel and the need for its purity with the believers.

2. Hewas pleased that the report about the Colossans was favorable (2:5). That
was diff erent from the church at Laodicea(Rev. 3).

3. The assesgnent of Paul concerning the Colosdan believersindicaed fidelity to
the Lord (2:6, 7). He commanded them to a continued walk in Christ (2:6).
Moreover, he warned them not to deviate (2:8), but to pursue “ after Christ” (2:8).

4. The reason Paul focused on Christ is that the PERSON of Christ and the
POSITION of believersisunequaled. These aethereasonsto stay fixed. Study
them:

1. The PERSON of Christ

a. Spedficdly. The prepositional phrase“in Him” identifies beyond question
one person -- the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the antecadent (cf. v. 8). Thisisan
oblique way to introducethe &solute personhood of the Christ of God.

b. Habitually. The present tense verb “dwell” patently affirms what is
charaderistic of the Lord. Christ’sbeingiseternaly what is gated here. Nothing
could be moredired totead that the threetime periods-- pagt, present, andfuture-
- are gua respeding the person of Christ. He forever is to be described as
indicated here. Moreover, the verb is a strengthened form including the roat for
“home,” hencewhat isrecorded hereis ssmething “at home” for the Lord Jesus. It
is not aforeign consideration. Thus, before incarnation, during incarnation, and
subsequent to ascension -- Christ is forever “dwelt.”

c. Totdly. Itisclealy noted that “all thefullness’ dwellsin Christ. There ae
not certain aspeds, but the dsolutetotality. Thereare modernfalse munterpartsto
what existed in the ealy church. Each oneiswrong whichin any way suggeststhat
Christ is smewhere nea God. Rather, Heistotal God from eternity to eternity.

d. Divindly. Theimpada of the term “Godhead” isincredible. It forthrightly
avers that Jesus Christ is utterly God Himself. The term is a hapax legomenon
(oncein the N.T.) as is its attendant term “Godheal” (Rom. 1:20). The dlight
spelli ng difference of the words trandated the same indicae avast differencein
meaning. In Romans, the divine dtributes (might and glory) are known by nature,
but not His esentia deity and esence (here). Make no mistake, the Lord isvery

God of very God. Do not diminish Him!

e. Somaticdly. The thought here is. body-wise. All that is recorded hereis
opposed to human phil osophy and the rudiments of the world. Christ isnot some
spiritual phantom. Heis God in the flesh!

N.B. Consider other statements about Christ’ sabsolute and total deity: 1. John 11
can only mean “the Word was God” (cf. Jn 4:24; 1 John 416). 2. Phil. 2:6 can
only mean that Christ possessd the dtributes of God. 3. Heb. 1:3 can only mean
that Christ is the very being of God. Let no one question the asolute and total
eternal deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. The POSITION of believers

a. Individualy. Thisistheforceof the mnnedive“and’ along with the secnd
person personal pronoun. Every believer (by extension from the Word of God to
Colossans) isincluded in the statement here.

b. Relatively. The prepositional phrase “in Him” is al important. It is*“in
Him” that everything abeliever hasisderived. By virtue of our identificaion with
Him, all that Christ isbecomes ours. Thisisunbelievable, but it iswhat the Bible
teades (John 116-18).

c. Totaly. “Complete” isthe trandation of aperiphrastic perfed passve verb.
Think of it -- made asolutely full forever (perfed tense). It ismind bogding, but
nonethelesstrue. The fulnessof the believer knows no end becauseit comesfrom
that of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 17.21; Acts 17:28).

d. Officidly. Thespedfic exalted placeof the Lord Jesus Christ is“the Head.”
Thisisin drect opposition to the view that Christ is some sort of an emanation
from God. Rather, all come dter Christ whether angels, aeons, beings, etc. Every
kind of superhuman credion is sibjed to Him as “the Head” (cf. Eph. 6:12).

“O, for asight, ablissul sight
Of our Almighty Father’s Throne!
There sits the Saviour, crowned with light,
Clothed in abody like our own.

“Adoring saints around Him stand,
And thrones and powers before Him fall;
The God shines grad ous through the man,
And sheds aved glories on them all .”

— Watts



