
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 
“The Believer’s Dress”  

Colossians 3:12-14 
 
Review 
1.  Scripture is clear that “our” righteousness is as filthy rags in the sight of God (Isa. 64:6). 
 There is none righteous, no not one -- before the thrice holy God (Ro. 3:10). 
 
2.  No wonder God aff irms that “all have sinned” (Ro. 3:23).  Being sinners, the world of 
man is under condemnation (John 5:24).  Only those who have placed their full trust in the 
complete work of Christ for sinners is able to claim “no condemnation” (Ro. 8:1). 
 
3.  Having obtained that position before God -- all by grace, the believing sinner is 
commanded respecting certain behavior.  He is expected to: 1.  Seek things above (3:1).  2. 
 Set affection on things above (3:2).   3. Put to death his members (3:5).  4.  Put off all these 
(3:8).  5.  Lie not (3:9). 
 
4.  It is an accepted fact that the believer once “walked” and “kept on living” sinfully (3:7). 
 But having believed, he put off the old li fe (3:9) and put on the new li fe (3:10). 
 
5.  Now what?  The answer is given openly: “put on” ( 3:12).  This aorist imperative middle 
verb is as forceful as it can be.  A once for all (aorist) decision (imperative) with full 
personal interest (middle) is expected.  The verb is strengthened by the conjunction 
“ therefore.”  No sensible view of the facts of the case (2:20-3:11) can yield any other 
conclusion.  Understanding the context makes this text as powerful as a spiritual nuclear 
blast!!  Do something once and for all .  Make a clean change.  Consider the following 
questions: 
 
1.  WHO “puts on?” v. 12 
     Here’s the answer: 
     a.  Elect of God 
          This is a reference to those who have been chosen by God out of the world before the 
foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4).  This is totally out of God’s grace (Ro. 9:11; 11:5).  
They are elected to good works (Eph. 2:10), conformity to Christ (Ro. 8:29), and to eternal 
glory (Ro. 9:23).  True believers are to make their election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). 
  
     b.  Holy for God 
          It is sovereign choice which has made believers set apart for God alone.  This is a 
common designation for all believers (Eph. 1:1).  It is a state into which God calls those 
who believe in Christ; it is not an attainment.  Having this relationship, believers are called 
upon to pursue earnestly their state before God (Heb. 12:14). 
 
     c.  Beloved by God 
          The perfect passive participial form used here carries more meaning than the 
common verbal adjective “beloved.”  It is best to render the form here as “having His love 
set upon you.”   The world, though loved by God (John 3:16) is never said to be the object 
of God’s love in this way. 

NOTE: These three “ titles” denote a specific group of people.  IF anyone gets hold of who 
he is before God, that person will have littl e trouble “putting on.”  
 
2.  WHAT to “put on?” v. 12 
     Here’s the answer: 
     a.  Heart of compassion 
          The plural is used for “compassion,” hence quantity is included.  While the Greek 
allows the rendering “heart” and “ lungs,” the less noble viscera is also included.  Believers 
are to be truly sympathetic. 
 
     b.  Kindness 
          This is the opposite of harshness and severity.  It concerns thoughtfulness of others, 
sweetness of temper and bearing.  Goodness in action or expressing oneself in deeds is the 
sense conveyed. 
 
     c.  Meekness 
          Weakness is not the issue here, but the opposite of assertiveness and self-interest.  
The idea of submission under pain and trial is included.  Moses (Num. 12:3), Paul (1 Tim. 
1:15) and Christ (Mt. 11:29) are noted with meekness. 
 
     e.  Long-suffering 
          Here is a spirit which never tires out of pardoning, hoping, loving.  It is the 
willi ngness to accept wrong without complaint, malice, or desire to retaliate. 
 
NOTE: It is a command to once for all and with personal interest to wear these graces.  
Why?  Because the believer is “elect,” “holy,” “beloved.”  
 
3.  HOW to “put on?” v. 13 
     Here’s the answer 
     a.  Forbearing one another 
          This is a present middle participle expressing “ to bear with”  or “endure.”  In blunt 
language it means to “put up” with one another.  There’s lots to separate believers, but this 
expressing understanding about -- from where is the other person  coming. 
 
     b.  Forgiving one another 
          Actually the Greek has “yourselves” for “one another,” thus the “community” of 
believers is in view.  The root of the participle means “grace” so to do a favor for one 
another is surely meant.  And the height of forgiveness is expected.  Just as Christ, with His 
infinite rights forgave, so the believer is to forgive.  What a charge! 
 
Conclusion 
There is no verb in v. 14, but the “put on” of v. 12 is understood.  Love is to serve as a belt 
upon and around all the graces mentioned in the previous two verses.  This braces the 
graces into one so that perfection is the result.  Not one of the graces is then wanting to that 
perfection.  Without this overriding love, the other clothes would fall off and give evidence 
of hypocrisy (1 John 3:14).  Beloved, wear the clothes that belong to your profession 
(confession). Amen. 


