
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 
The Christian Home 
Colossians 3:18-21 

Backup 
What is the Book (letter) of the Apostle Paul to the church at Colosse (real city!) all about? 
1.  Greetings 1:1-8  ) 
2.  Prayer 1:9 - 2:3  ) Doctrine 
 
3.  Warnings 2:4 - 23     ) 
4.  Behavior 3:1 - 4:6     )   Practice 
5.  Conclusion 4:7-18     ) 
 
Catchup 
The believers union with Christ (3:1-4) is followed by the connection between creed and 
conduct (3:5-7).  The old li fe is to be put off (3:9, 8) and the new li fe put on (3:10-14).  
Then come four forceful commands: Be peaceful (v. 15), Be thankful (v. 15), Be truth - ful 
(v. 16) and Be dutiful (v. 17).  
 
Pickup 
With all of this instruction having been written, the Apostle focuses on the home.  He writes 
to the believers about the roles of wives, husbands, and children -- the basic unit in society. 
 Let it be reaff irmed that while men and governments provide their perceptions and ideas, 
the believer is drawn to the revelation of God.  While not denying the help given by human 
efforts, the bottom line for the child of God is: what does God say?  This is only explicitly 
found in Scripture, the Bible.  During the days of our Lord’s earthly ministry, His conflicts 
with the non believing Jews was intense.  What He said to His antagonists is as true today 
as then.  Read it for yourself (John 8:47).  The present tense “hear” is critical as are the two 
prepositional clauses “of God.”  Simply stated, the one who does not (present tense) “hear” 
God’s Word just is not of God!  This is an extremely serious statement.  Do not toy with 
this as if it were an unimportant matter! 
     So what are God’s keys to have a Christian home?  Check them out in the text: 
 
1.  Wife -> Husband v. 18 
     a.  Basic constraint 
          Position yourself in the order God has given you as a wife (1 Cor. 11:2, 3).  The 
present middle imperative verb “submit” is a command, (imperative), reflexive (middle 
voice) continued action (present tense) applicable to all wives (plural). 
 
     b.  Basic concern 
          Since “wives” is plural, the plural “husbands” is expected, but it obviously does not 
consider the one wife one husband standard of Scripture (Gen. 2:14).  However, fidelity to 
one’s spouse is clearly enjoined. 
 
     c.  Basic consideration 
          “Fit in the Lord” is a reference to what pleases the Lord.  The standard for the 
believer is the revelation of God’s will -- the Bible.  The entire wife - husband relationship 
must meet this rule (cf. Eph. 5:22, 23). 

 
2.  Husband -> Wife v. 19 
     a.  Basic instruction 
          The husband is given a command (imperative) which is to be practiced (present 
tense) and applicable to all (plural).  Now, there is no loop hole here.  Husbands are to love 
notwithstanding!  The best interests of his wife in unselfish giving is the essence of the verb 
here.  Don’ t argue, brother, just do it! 
 
     b.  Basic information 
           The verb is a command (imperative) expressing continual action (present tense), but 
with a negative indicating “stop being bitter” noting the presence of bitterness!  The passive 
voice clearly suggest the husband is to avoid “being embittered.”  The true Christian home 
cannot allow a husband who rankles with bitterness in his soul. 
 
3.  Children -> Parents v. 20 
     a.  Basic injunction 
          The message of this verse is addressed to “born ones.”  Parents, therefore, are 
expected to have children who respond to the message of this text.  The verb is a command 
(imperative), persistent behavior (present tense), and all (plural).  The hard nub of this text 
is the obedience in “all things.”  This message is repeated in Eph. 6:1-3, rejected by 
unbelievers (Ro. 1:30) and railed against in the last days (2 Tim. 3:2). 
 
     b.  Basic explanation 
        The explicative phrase to support the injunction is patent: it is something “pleasing to 
the Lord.”  It is called “right” in Eph. 6:1.  Society and certain educational disciplines 
disagree with this text, but a believing “born one” will heed Scripture -- period! 
 
4.  Fathers -> Children v. 21 
     a.  Basic direction 
          The verb is a direct command (imperative), something continuous (present tense), 
applicable to all (plural), and suggesting a common practice (use of the negative) thus, 
“stop it.”  The expression suggests a father who “nags” his children i.e. interference for 
interference sake.  It is the foolish exercise of authority. 
 
     b.  Basic intention  
          The aim of the father is to avoid having a child express anger, wrath,  be volatile, or 
have aggressive behavior.  Rather, he is to bring about encouragement.  Ah, easier said then 
done, but commanded! 
 
Stand up 
What do you do with all this?  Well , you can just say -- that’s O.K., but Paul didn’ t 
understand my wife, husband, or kids.  Right, BUT, God did and does.  So, take it or leave 
it -- there’s the Word of God.  Now, my beloved, go and live it in the strength and power of 
the Holy Spirit Who indwells you.  Amen. 


