
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 
“Life After Death”  
Colossians 3:1-4 

 
Review 
 
1.  Salvation from sin is by grace through faith, nothing can be added to the finished work 
of Christ at Calvary.  Let this be said a thousand times over! 
 
2.  Outward ceremonies do not add to the work of Christ (2:16, 17).  Scripture aff irms that 
nothing must be allowed to detract from Christ as Head (2:18, 19). 
 
3.  To support these statements, the Holy Spirit employed the apostle Paul to write a 
forthright conclusion.  This is the force of “wherefore” (actually, “ therefore” 2:20).  Three 
significant conclusions are given: 1) The safe position of the believer (v. 20).  2) The 
solemn protest to the believer (vv. 20b-22).  3) The spiritual powerlessness in the believer 
(v. 23). 
 
4.  A further “ therefore” is recorded to advance the argument of the epistle (letter).  The 
KJV has “ then,” which is the same conjunction as used previously (cf. 2:6, 16, 20).  The 
word marks a major turn in the text.  Consider the appeal expressed within three time 
frames: 
 
1.  PAST TIME 
     Three verbs express this: 
     a.  Dead v. 3 
          The aorist tense is better rendered “ye died.”  It is a restatement of 2:12, 20.  The fact 
of co-crucifixion with Christ is clearly taught (cf. Ro. 6:1-10).  A discerning believer will 
never forget to “ look down” to remember his death with Christ and his burial with Christ. 
 
     b.  Raised v. 1 
          The verb form here is an aorist passive pointing to one’s original initial decision to 
receive Christ.  The first class condition used here assumes the statement to be true.  Dying 
with Christ and rising with Christ are as inseparable as the concave and convex of a circle. 
 
     c.  Hidden v. 3 
          This is an incredible statement.  Because the verb is in the perfect passive form, a 
better rendering would be “has been permanently hidden.”  The idea of security for eternity 
is forthrightly taught by this one powerful verb.  Being passive, there is not one iota of 
personal action to effect the action.  Additionally, the verb points to a concealment.  There 
is a day coming when the Christians will be revealed.  The veil will be withdrawn and the 
concealed will be revealed. 
 
2.  PRESENT TIME vv. 1, 2 
      Two verbs express this: 
     a.  Seek v. 1 
          The present imperative denotes a command.  Accepting the past: dead (died), raised, 

hidden, the next logical move is “seek!”  This is not a case of “searching,” but rather 
“earnestly desiring” i.e. “ to strive after” (cf. Mt. 6:33, 12:46, 47; Ro. 10:3; 1 Pet. 3:11). 
 
          The object of the desiring is stated as “ the things which are above.”  These “ things” 
are extrapolated by the specific phrase “where Christ is.”  Make no mistake, Christ is “at 
the right of God seated.”  No one can misinterpret the direction of the verb “seek.”  To 
focus on anything less than what is “above” and in association with “Christ” is to ignore the 
command of this verse! 
 
     b.  Set v. 2 
          Again the present imperative explains where one’s “mind” is to be.  This is the whole 
mind, not just the reasoning.  It concerns a set purpose (cf. Phil . 3:19, 10).  The negative 
phrase “not on things on the earth” is generic.  Anything which is terrestrial is forbidden.  
Heavenly thoughts and purposes alone are allowed. 
 
NOTE: What expectations are in the verbs here, (seek, set).  Only those who know the 
reality of having “died” and having been “raised” can ever know what is involved here! 
 
3.  FUTURE TIME v. 4 
     Nothing can be clearer then what is stated here: “Christ is our li fe.”  There is no “eternal 
li fe” apart from Christ (1 John 5:9-13).  Christ is the One Who makes the li fe what it is.  Its 
conditions are bound up in Christ! 
 
     The Lord Jesus will some day “appear.”  The aorist passive form of the verb is 
significant.  The trinity will be involved in that great event.  A future passive form is used 
in relation to the believer.  Hence, the appearance will be effected on behalf of the believers 
by our infinite God. 
 
     The coming of Christ, as clearly outlined in Scripture, is two fold.  First, there is the 
Rapture respecting believers of the present Age of Grace (Pentecost to the Rapture).  This 
is outlined in 1 Thess. 4:13-18.  Second is the Revelation (Invasion) when the Lord Jesus 
will be unveiled as He descends with the armies of heaven to establish His kingdom on 
earth (Rev. 19:11-16).  His saints will be there (2 Thess. 1:10). 
 
Conclusion: When one knows the truth of the context, this text makes sense.  The centrality 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, apart from external ceremonies, is absolutely patent.  Any believer 
who has a grasp of the crucified, resurrected, seated, concealed, and manifested li fe “ in 
Christ” will l atch on to the commands recorded here.  The Christian li fe is indeed a “ li fe 
style” after the order of heaven!  May it be yours and mine now and forever. 


