
BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 
“Creed and Conduct”  

Colossians 3:5-7 
 
Looking at the context 
1.  The Bible teaches that a believing sinner receives forgiveness of sin and eternal li fe by grace 
through faith.  This is a settled issue in Scripture. 
 
2.  Now, what is the real test of a person’s Christianity?  Some say it is belief while others it is the 
changed li fe.  The genuine truth is -- both are true. 
 
3.  What a person believes is unknown except by how he lives.  Hence, it is true to say that “creed is 
meant to tell our conduct.”  
 
4.  Actually, this letter to the Colossians has focused on the spotless Person of Christ and the perfect 
Work of Christ.  But it doesn’ t stop with “creed.”  It goes on to “conduct.”  Just look at 2:20.  Having 
died with Christ, there is a definite change.  The same is true of 3:1-2.  To really believe (“creed”) 
means there is really a change in li fe (“conduct” ). 
 
5.  The text of this study looks at “conduct,” yet it assumes the “creed” is genuine.  What is one to 
expect?  Here are specific expectations: 
 
1. #1: ACTION v. 5 
     This is explicated in the verb “mortify.”  Consider it: 
     a.  Its meaning 
          The Greek verb used here is found in the English “necrology.”  It relates to death, to make or 
put to death.  This is not some will y-nill y sort of action.  Rather, here is a very strong expression. 
 
     b.  Its tense 
          The aorist tense marks out a definitive decisive act.  The appeal is for a once for all “putting to 
death.”  Continuous action is totally foreign to the tense of the verb. 
 
     c.  Its mode 
          As an imperatival form, the obvious intent is a command.  Choice is ruled out.  God has 
expressed His mind on the matter: “put to death!”  That’s it. 
 
     d.  Its voice 
          Being active, the verb conveys involvement on the part of the believer.  While God is ever 
active in the li fe of the believer, there is a sense of synergism as opposed to monergism.  It is clearly 
expressed here. 
 
     e.  Its connections 
          There are three mentioned by interrogatives: 
          1)  Why?  This is expressed by “ therefore” which refers back to the immediate context (3:1-4). 
 Accepting the fact that the believer “died” (aorist tense) with Christ (3:1), therefore!  The “mortify” 
is grounded in a “death” i.e. man, take it as true -- you are dead! 
 
          2) What?  Members is a plural noun and refers to the physical body.  Hence, something is to 
happen with bodily functioning. 
 
          3) Where?  This is no pie in the sky matter -- it is right here on the earth.  Nothing could be 
more patent than that the issue is right here and now! 
 

2.   #2: ACTIVITIES v. 5 
       Items to be put to death once and for all by a believer, based upon his death (he died) with Christ 
are these: 
       a.  Fornication 
          Generally speaking, this is a reference to premarital sexual relationships.  It is distinguished 
from adultery (Mt 15:19; Mark 7:21).  This is totally inconsistent with Christian “conduct.”  
 
       b.  Uncleanness 
           This is a generic term and refers to impurity of whatever sort, but involves anything physical, 
ceremonial, and moral.  A believer’s “conduct” is to be clean! 
 
       c.  Inordinate affection 
          “Pathetic” is a word which is derived from this Greek word.  In modern English it is the word 
“passion.”  It is desire which is ungovernable.  Fierce sensual craving is what is meant.  It just is not 
wholesome. 
 
       d.  Evil concupiscence 
          This is an old English expression for “evil desires.”  Matters of lust and sensuality which are 
beyond natural expression are in view.  An extended description is given in the Bible (Ro. 1). 
 
       e.  Covetousness 
           Literally, this is the desire to have more, but it is always in a bad sense.  It is selfishness of all 
kinds.  Scripture says it has the quality of idolatry.  Why?  Because it holds a place dearer in one’s 
heart than God does. 
 
3.   #3: JUDGMENT v. 6 
      The “conduct” to put to death (“mortify” ) has a different expectation for non believers. 
          a.  It is predicted 
          The prepositional phrase “for which” gives the “why” of judgment.  Better translated “on 
account of which.”  Thus the expression of the wrath of God is clearly traceable to the evil activities 
just listed (v. 5).  The infinite personal holiness of God causes the creature to shrink before His 
indignation, but it is promised! 
 
        b.  It is purposed 
         The use of the present tense “cometh” is significant.  While retribution against sin is primarily 
future in experience (hell ), nonetheless God’s wrath is hovering over those sons who are 
unpersuaded of the Gospel (cf. John 3:36).  “Sons of disobedience” denotes a class of people who are 
in open rebelli on against God. 
 
4.   #4: CHANGE v. 7 
       a.  It is identified 
          The “In which” is a reference to the evil “conduct” of v. 5.  That is the character in which 
believers “walked.”  The verb being aorist points to the previous pagan activities which were before 
salvation. 
 
        b.  It is personalized 
               The temporal particle “sometime” points to a former time at which a believer continuously 
li ved (imperfect tense) in evil activities.  It should not surprise anyone that believers “were” different 
then they now “are” (cf. 1 Cor. 6:9-11). 
 
Considering the end.  There is a real salvation which has a creed (belief system).  Biblical belief is 
expected to have a concomitant conduct.  That’s just the way things are.  Anything different is 
suspect to be a forgery.  Oh Lord God -- make us real in Your sight. 


