
THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS 
“The New Man” 

Colossians 3:8-11 
 
Background 
1.  How marvelous is the work of God for a believing sinner!  Think of it, Christ’s death at Calvary is 
at once for sin and to sin.  The former relates to eternal forgiveness; the latter to the manner by which 
God deals with sin in the li fe of a believer. 
 
2.  So, the Bible teaches we died with Christ (Col. 2:20; cf. Gal. 2:20; Ro. 6:1-10).  That view of 
Christ’s death gives the ground for saying we are dead to the sin nature! 
 
3.  Ah, but we are “risen with Christ” (Col. 3:1).  Therefore, we have a claim, on good solid factual 
grounds, to newness of li fe in Christ Jesus (Rom. 6:4).  Because this is true, there are several 
imperatives: a. seek (3:1), b. set (3:2), c. mortify (3:5), d. put off  (3:8), e. lie (3:9).  What an array of 
commands! 
 
4.  God’s commands supported by the believer’s obedience yield a li fe where Christ is everything. 
 
1.  COMMANDS -- provided vv. 8, 9 
     a.  Put Off  
          The “but now” expresses a radical present change of events.  Right now there is a difference! 
 
          1) The Verb 
               The verb express the mind of God (imperative) to the mind of the believer.  It must be 
parsed (analyzed grammatically). 
 
                a) Its tense: The aorist indicates a decisive action -- put off once and for all ! 
 
                b) Its mode: The command is expressed by the imperatival mode. 
 
                c) Its voice: The middle indicates personal involvement and interest. 
 
                Resultant meaning: You (plural) put off once and for all and do it with a personal concern! 
 
          2) The Issues 
               Generally these are called “all these,” but specifically they are listed: 
 
         a) Anger: There is righteous anger li ke anger against injustice.  The reference here is to 
uncontrollable temper. 
 
                  b)  Wrath: This is a sudden outburst of passion.  It is anger which has been allowed to 
develop and grow. 
   

c)  Malice: Ill feeling is present, but more.  There is the determination to infli ct evil upon 
others.  It is anger gone to seed. 
 
                 d)  Blasphemy: While this connotes false accusation, evil speaking, slandering, dishonor 
to God is involved. 
 

e)  Filthy communication: Impure, abusive language including shameful speaking, filthy 
talk, and unclean stories.  This is “out of your mouth” so there is no begging of the question. 
 

      b.  Lie Not 
           While this command is directly parallel with the previous “put off ,” its form is different.  The 
mode and the voice are the same, but the tense is present.  With the negative “not” the sense is 
therefore “stop lying” one to another.  This suggests it was a common habit.  Lying is sin and 
actually emanates from the Devil (Jn 8:44; cf. Psa. 141:3). 
 
2.  CONVICTIONS -- presumed vv. 9, 10 
      a.  Put Off  
           This aorist middle/passive participle is absolutely striking.  Being aorist, the action is settled.  
If middle, it aff irms personal interest, but if passive it denotes God’s work for the believer.  In either 
case, it is a done thing and explains why the commands are to be obeyed implicitl y. 
 
            1) Relates to position.  The “old man” speaks of the old nature and its relation to the Adamic 
connection. 
 
            2) Relates to condition.  The “with his deeds” shows the “all these” (v. 8) are “doings” which 
belong to the past and are worn out trappings to be discarded. 
 
         b.  Put On 
              The aorist middle/passive participle has the same significance as “put off .”  But the 
association here is entirely different. 
 
              1) Concerns a creation.  The “new” here is a reference to time.   Elsewhere it is “new” in 
quality and character (cf. Eph. 2:15; 4:24).  Hence, a believer has already “put on” what is 
antagonistic to the “all these” which are listed (v. 8). 
 
             2) Concerns a cognition. What has taken place in the “creation” is brand new in time and 
quality.  This is why the verb “ renewed” is employed, but being a present passive participle, 
continued new quality character is in view.  Moreover, it is unto super knowledge (so Greek) which 
is according to the standard of God’s image.  This is the God Who created in the beginning and 
created the new man as well (2 Cor. 5:17). 
 
        3) Concerns a composition.  Should there be any question as to how the “new man” is to be 
described, the Holy Spirit provides the answer (v. 11).  There are no distinctions ethnically  
(Jew/Gentile), religiously (circumcision/uncircumcision), culturally (barbarian/Scythian) nor socially 
(bondman/freeman). 
 
Conclusions The imperatives of Scripture are for real.  But they are based upon the work of God for 
the believer and entered into with personal interest by the genuine child of God.  What is the result?  
Christ is all (i.e. everything to the believer) and in all (i.e. in everyone making a spiritual unity). 
 
 I want that adorning divine 
 Which only Thy grace can bestow; 
 I want in those beautiful garments to shine 
 Which distinguish Thy household below. 


