THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Kind Regards: For People with a Church”
Colosdans 4:15, 16

Think it Over

=Y

. Scriptureistotaly reliable and profitable (2 Tim. 3:16). Thereis purpose for such a
contention (2 Tim. 3:17).

It is wrong to suggest that there is a difference between “essential doctrine” and
“seondary doctrine.” All doctrinein Scriptureis “esential.” There ae no “fringe
isaues’ relating to Bible doctrine.

3. With this in mind the dosing inspired verses of Colossans 4 must be acceted as
important and relevant. Study the statements recorded:
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1. ABOUT THEBOOK v.16

Thekey verbinthetext is“read.” Itisusedthreetimes. It'sroot meaningis*“to know
certainly, know again.” Theideato readincludes“read aloud” (Acts15:21; Rev. 1:2). The
readingis:-

a. Intended

The pasdve form of the verb suggests ©meone isto read the letter. The temporal
participle “when” indicaes irregularity, but nonetheless with due expedation. The
prepasition “among’ notes publi c worship or group participation. All of thisin referenceto
Colos=.

b. Commanded

The aorist adiveimperative demonstratesa ammeand that expedsadion. This sime
letter to Colosseisto beread (purpose dause) to the dhurchin Laodicea(cf. 2:1). Coloss,
Laodiceg and Hierapdliswerethree dtiesin the Lycus Vall ey which Paul considered part
of his parish.

c. Exchan

Theimperativeverb “do” also coversthethird “read” inthetext. It orderstheletter
“from Laodicea”to beread at Coloss.

Note: The“letter to the Laodiceans’ isnot in the Canon of Scripture. The Holy Spirit did
not inspire it for this purpose, athough Paul apparently wrote something. In the 4th
century someone mmposed a letter to mee the description (“epistle from Laodicea’). It
was nothing but a centro (patchwork) from Paul’s letter to the Phili ppians. The Second
Courcil of Nicea(787A.D.) warned people ayainst thisfaladous (deceptive) document.

2. ABOUT THE BRETHREN v. 15
a. Compared

Severa words are used inthe N.T. to identify God' s own. Consider these:

1) Sons (huios) = Authoritative relationship cf. Gal. 3:26.

2) Children (teknon) = Authoritative birth cf. 1 John 3:1, 2

3) Brethren (adelphoi) = Authoritative grouping cf. here

b. Concerned

“Brethren” may be variously used in reference to: 1) Physicd (Mt. 4:18). 2)
Spiritual (Mt. 1247-49). 3) National (Acts 2:29). 4) Locd (Acts 15:23, 32, 33).
Obviously the referencehereisto believerswho areinthe diurch at Laodicea They were
adifficult lot and the Lord warned them (Rev. 3:16), but the “hot” among them were true

“brethren.”

3. ABOUT THE BUILDING v. 15

a Spedficdly

The“brethren” isareferenceto the general congregation at Laodicea By the use of
the connedive “and” Paul particularizes Nymphas who belonged to Laodiceg but was
apparently a person of considerableimportance He has been considered the Phil emon of
Laodicea

b. Distributively

“The church at his (some“their”) house” isaprepositional phraseused distributively.
Thisisa mommon use of the preposition “kata.” That “Church” met in some believer’'s
house was not uncommon (cf. Ro. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Philemon 2). This ssemsto milit ate
against theideathat the house of Nymphaswasthe one medingplace &L aodicea Rather,
it was one of many places of worship at Laodicea(cf. Acts 14:23; Titus 1.5).

c. Spiritually

The word “church” (ekklesia) as used in this text surely is not a referenceto a
building because the churchisina“house.” This gould forever silencethose who “go to
church.” Because“the church goestoabuilding.” Hence theterm“church” isareference
to a spiritual entity. Thisis clealy extrapolated in several passages (cf. Eph. 1:22, 23,
5:23-25, 27, 32).

Worth Pondering

These few verses affirm the Bible & we have it to be the Canon of Scripture. The
“brethren” who are greeted are believers washed in the blood d the Lamb. God hasbeen
pleased to cdl out His own as a “church” which is the “Body” of our Lord. Therefore
something living and vital. Do you urderstand these wonderful truths?



